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Research on Excavated Nephrite Datable to the Xia and Shang
Dynasties (ca. 2070-1046 BCE): Notes on Reading Nephrite, Part Two
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Yang Boda

ABSTRACT

The article is mostly individual case studies of excavated ancient ne-
phrite dating to the Xia and the successive Shang dynasties (ca. 2070-
1046 BCE). On the cases that names, functions, dates, and owners of
the nephrite contradict research results published in the Bulletin or the
Report, the author re-names them and clearly delineates the different ide-
as on the functions and owners all with methodologies of muscology
and object studies. Unearthed nephrite articles are divided by the au-
thor into four groups in terms of dates: the Xia dynasty (ca. 2070-1600
BCE), the early Shang (ca. 1600-1300 BCE), the early Yin Shang and the
late Yin Shang period (ca. 1300-1046 BCE). The article first examines
the nephrite used by the king and his family, and then those used by vas-
sal states. Due to the limited number of excavated nephrite articles dat-
able to the Xia dynasty, their dating is still open to discussion. Through
examination, filtration, and stipulation, although still uncertain , the au-
thor argues that it is tenable to classify them as Xia dynasty style ne-
phrite. Date and functions of those datable to the early Shang period
were generally consistent with descriptions in the Bulletin. Yin Shang pe-
riod nephrite jades are represented by those excavated from the Fu Hao
Royal Tomb. The author selects 100-odd pieces from the eighty-two
categories and argues that they can be regarded as typifying and embod-
ying royal-used nephrite of Fu Hao Tomb excavations. When analyzing
vassal state nephrite, the article focuses on those unearthed from tombs
in the state of Yangyue and two sacrificial pits in the state of Shu. With
ample examples that typify nephrite articles from both vassal states, the
author argues that they take on conspicuous local features, reflect the co-
existence and interplay of unity and multi-sources of the Yin Shang ne-

phrite, and embody their rich history and various styles.

KEY WORDS
royal nephrite, talisman of good omen, sacrificial objects, square-shaped
nephrite with round corners, nephrite tablet, Shaman Offering Sacrifice to

Mountain (Wuxi jishan tu)
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