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Americans love Christmas trees. The National
dassociation

Christmas Tree Association says more than 35 million )
n. e, BKE

of them were bought last year in the United States.
In large American cities, many people buy trees
that have already been cut. But many people drive to
a tree farm and cut their own tree. Some buy one S
from a catalogue or online, the tree is then delivered g o
to their home. deliver
The National Christmas Tree Association A
represents growers and sellers of most of the farm-

grown Christmas tress in the United States. It cstimuale
v. 15t
N k. artificial
in 2012, compared to 24. 5 million natural trees. - adj. A&

estimated that 10. 9 million artificial trees were sold




The group says the average cost of a natural tree was — average

$ 40, and about $ 70 for an artificial one. n. FHH
The Christmas Tree Association says 40 percent

of people who bought natural trees last year chose

them at a farm and cut the tree themselves. The

Association says real trees are better for the

environment, that is because as Christmas trees

grow, they collect carbon dioxide and other gases i .ije
while supplying fresh oxygen. The trees also protect n. =—f4b4h
water supplies. ©

Christmas trees are grown on soil that does not
support other crops. Some people throw away their
natural trees when the holiday season ends. But many

people recycle them. There are many ways to do this. @ recycle
v, EEA A

Christmas trees can be cut up to be used as
fertilizer. They can also be cut and used to prevent festilizee
the wearing down of soil. Christmas trees helped , jes
many communities near the ocean following tropical  prevent
Storm Sandy on the eastern coast of the United V- F7ib
States. They were placed near large hills of sand to lar‘;;p“;,: s
prevent the sand from blowing away.

Artificial trees which come mostly from China
can be reused for years. Families use them for an
average of six to nine years before throwing them Jandfill
away. These trees can remain in a landfill for p, a3sfisesy

hundreds of years.
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Vietnam is working to meet goals for food

production and food security.” In doing so, the

government supports use of pesticides and other
chemicals on crops. Farmers use these substances to
help crops grow. and to protect them from insects
and other threats.

Signs around Vietnam carry the message “Don’t
abuse pesticides, think of the buyer”.” But the
government has fewer rules restricting the use of the

pesticides. Some Vietnamese are so worried about
the issue that they buy food only from growers they
know, or they buy food online.

Tran Thuy Nhat is a 30-year-old mother who
lives near Hanoi. She shops in the city center, but
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