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Foreword

The Olympic Charter says: “Every individual must have the possibility of practicing sport, and without discrimination of any kind
and in the Olympic spirit,which reguires of mutual understanding with a spirit of friendship, solidarity and fair play.’

The Olympic spirit is a great miracle in the history of the development of civilization. The goal of the Olympic spirit is to educate
man, build up man’s physique, foster man’s ethics, and promote the cultural development of mankind so as to attain the all-round
development of man. The Olympic spirit provides a peculiar and brilliant example for the other areas of the human society.

Pierre de Coubertin chaired the International Athletic Congress of Paris in Sorbonne on June 16, 1894, with 79 delegates
from 12 countries attending. The congress adopted a resolution on the revival of the Olympic Games. It was decided that the
Olympic Games would be held every four years for an Olympiad. It elected 15 members to form the International Olympic
Committee.

The first modern Olympic Games were held successfully in Athens, origin of the ancient Olympics, in 1896. The Olympic spirit
which had been silenced for a millennium was reborn. Since then, the Olympic flame, extinguished in one city and lit again in
the next, has circulated from city to city every four years and spread to the world.

The flame is collected in Olympia in Greece as a symbol of the permanent purity of the Olympic spirit, but the solemn and great
designation of the “Olympic city” no longer belongs to Athens only. The names of the 22 cities which have hosted the Summer
Olympic Games — Athens, Paris, St. Louis, London, Stockholm, Antwerp, Amsterdam, Los Angeles, Berlin, Helsinki, Melbourne,
Rome, Tokyo, Mexico City, Munich, Montreal, Moscow, Seoul, Barcelona, Atlanta, Sydney and Beijing — shine with brilliant
splendor on the world map.

The 116-year-long course of the modern Olympic Movement, from the 1* Olympic Games in Athens to the 30" Olympic Games
in London, has displayed an indisputable fact that the Olympic Movement and the Olympic cities were born and have grown
together. The Olympic Games has become the stage for the display of the image of every host city, the opportunity to win the
popularity of the people, and the motive force to enhance development. The Olympic cities, with their peculiar histories, cultures,
features and qualities, add new connotation to the Olympic spirit. These should have been the freshest topics for the studies of the
Olympic Movement, but so far they have not yet been studied systematically and collected into books. It is our hope that Olympic
City Forever will serve as filler in the blank.

Among the Games of the 30 Olympiads and 22 Olympic host cities, London has organized three, and Athens, Los Angeles and
Paris two each. The 6th, 11th and 12th Olympic Games were cancelled because of the world wars. Olympic City Forever focuses
on each of these cities and hopes to extend from it to the country where it is located, the nation it belongs to and the course
of civilization it traversed. Olympic City Forever focuses on the Games of each Olympiad, but has to put it in the world’s general
environments of the time and in the history of the development of the Olympic Movement and give just one or two examples
to illustrate the whole picture and combine the past with the present. Olympic City Forever outlines the Olympic Games in each
city and tries to find out the close relationship between them to answer the two eternal questions: “Why did this city present
the Olympic Games like this?” and “How will this city develop after such an Olympic Games?”

This is a big challenge. We have tried to meet it, but maybe it is not as desirable as you expect.

With the support of the International Olympic Committee, Lausanne, capital of the Olympics, where the |OC headquarters is
located, and Athens in Greece, the host city of the first modern Olympic Games, initiated the World Union of Olympic Cities in
Lausanne in December 2002. Its goal is to build an exchange platform between the Olympic host cities and the Olympic bid
cities and share the experience of organizing Olympic Games to promote the sustainable development of the Olympic cities.

After the closing of the Beijing Olympic Games, the Beijing Olympic City Development Association and the Beijing Olympic
City Development Foundation were founded. Aiming at inheriting the Olympic spirit to promote future development, they
have made active explorations in carrying forward the Olympic spirit, expanding the achievements of the Olympic Games, and
promoting the sustained development of the Olympic cause and the Beijing city, thus setting a new example for other Olympic
cities in the world. Olympic City Forever is exactly a gift Beijing gives to the Olympic world.

“Once you become an Olympic city, you are an Olympic city forever” We wish all Olympic cities and all cities which accept and
inherit the Olympic spirit would grow forever.
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Preface

Olympic City Forever, compiled by the Beijing Olympic City Development Foundation, is now off press on the eve of the
opening of the London Olympic Games. This is an extremely significant event.

“Once you become an Olympic City, you are an Olympic City forever”. It can be said that the 22 Olympic cities are the
witnesses of the history of the spread and development of the unfailing Olympic Movement that has lasted more than one
hundred years. So far as an Olympic city is concerned, if the successful organization of the Olympic Games is a periodical

commitment, it is an eternal responsibility to “inherit the Olympic legacy to promote its development”.

Olympic City Forever is a pictorial book excellent both in pictures and language. It contains abundant and accurate historical
data in simple language and attractive photography. Using the “time”, “Olympic city” and “its course of development”as the
three dimensions, the editors tried their best to choose sketches to show a city’s civilization process, explain the Olympic
spirit and recall the development course of the modern Olympic Movement through the pulses of the development of the
city, to explore the relations of the mutual promotion between the modern Olympic Movement and the development of
the cities, and show the important role played by the Olympic legacy in promoting the development of the cities and the
culture and progress of society. The book is highly readable.

To promote the development of the Olympic Movement, everyone is required to practice what is advocated, and develop
the Olympic spirit; to promote the long-term development of the Olympic city, it requires correct ideas of development, a
cohesive city spirit, and a scientific connotation and goal of development.

After the Beijing Olympic Games were closed, Beijing has changed its three ideas of “Green Olympics, High-tech Olympics
and People’s Olympics” into its strategy for urban development “People’s Beijing, High-tech Beijing and Green Beijing". It

has inherited the essence of the spirit of the Beijing Olympic Games and refined its city spirit of “Patriotism, Innovation,
Inclusiveness and Virtue”. It has made full use of the carriers of the Olympic legacy to reform and open the city still further to
expand its international exchange and cooperation and accelerate the change of the mode of economic development, and
made large efforts to develop the new industries and uplift the quality and connotation of the city’s development . Beijing
has set a new goal for its development.

It is especially important to Beijing to implement its development strategy of “People’s Beijing, High-tech Beijing and Green
Beijing”, develop and practice the Beijing spirit, and inherit the Olympic wealth to serve Beijing’s scientific development and
innovation and to serve the construction of a world metropolis with Chinese characteristics. All this is precisely the strong
message and aspiration carried in this book.

In the capacity of a close participant in the Beijing Olympic Games, | recommend this book to everyone. | am very pleased to

take this occasion to wish the London Olympic Games a complete success.

Liu Qi

(Then ) Member of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China
Chairman of the Beijing Olympic City Development Association
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At the time | write this message, we are only 35 days away from the Games of the XXX Olympiad in London. And as for each
previous edition of the Games, London 2012 will add its unique mark to the Olympic Movement and its history, altering
forever the memories and landscape of the host communities and showing that the Olympic Games are about much more
than metres and medals.

This Olympic legacy — whether sporting, urban, economic or social — is the starting point for Olympic City Forever a book
published by the Beijing Olympic City Development Foundation (BODF).

The BODF was created as a legacy of the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games, not only to build on the successful experience of the
Games, but also to promote the Olympic spirit and values.

In the following pages, it not only provides a review of the past Olympic Games with focus on the Beijing edition, but also
sets out the remarkable development and changes that have occurred in all the 22 Olympic cities.

I would like to congratulate once again the Beijing Olympic City Development Foundation for illustrating through Olympic
City Forever how the Olympic Games are so much more than just a sports event.

ety (R

Jacques Rogge

Ex-President of the International Olympic Committee
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In today’s world, playing host to the Olympic Games marks the beginning of an urban transformation process propelled
by innovative development. Ensuring an Olympic legacy means that, from the moment they put in a bid, cities must start
thinking of how they can harness the magnitude and scope of the event to power their development. They cannot ignore

the economic, social and environmental impact of a great sporting event.

Economic, social and environmental development perfectly defines the notion of sustainability, demonstrating that

today’s Olympic Games are bound to be sustainable. And all host cities now try to make the most of the Olympic legacy

by incorporating the concept of sustainability into their strategic planning. How best to exploit the economic return of

the Games? How best to upgrade the training, qualifications, health and involvement of the local community? How best

to seize the opportunity for installing modern, high-performance infrastructures that are compatible with environmental
protection? How best to promote a high-quality living environment at the heart of the city? How best to use the event to
enhance the host city’s image and give it greater international visibility? These are the kind of questions host cities must ask
themselves, and to which some pertinent answers have already been given. Beijing stands as an example of the magnitude
of the task and how successfully it can be tackled.

The mission of the World Union of Olympic Cities is to provide cities with guidance on these issues, enable them to share
their experiences and find the right solutions, and to facilitate exchanges with international sports authorities. Member-city
commitment and the progress made so far underscore the usefulness of the association, which Lausanne is proud to have
instigated and to lead.

And lastly, it is proof that all Olympic cities, like Beijing, are committed to creating a better and more sustainable world.

/@t
Daniel Brélaz

President of the World Union of Olympic Cities
Mayor of Lausanne






