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Think carefully about the issue presented in the following excerpt and the assignment
below.

Some people believe that there is only one foolproof plan, perfect solution, or
correct interpretation. But nothing is ever that simple. For better or worse, for

every so-called final answer there is another way of seeing things. There is

always a “however”.

Assignment: Is there always another explanation or another point of view? Plan and
write an essay in which you develop your point of view on this issue.
Support your position with reasoning and examples taken from your
reading, studies, experience, or observations.

SEEX
I admit with pride that I am a perfectionist. I see it as the force which motivates
me to achieve high goals. I owe my good grades, my success as a dancer as well as my
organized room to my drive to be perfect. However, others view my perfectionism as a
flaw. Others see me crying over the “B + ” I received on the math test and blame my

“emotional instability”, as they call it, on my perfectionism. Whether one considers it

- * *
* ﬁfl"’

is a vice or a virtue depends on his or her point of view.



May is AP test season and for me that means severely high levels of stress. I would
be spotted walking down the halls of the school with my Barron’s AP World History book
under my right arm and a highlighter in my pocket. It was imperative that I study hard
enough to receive a grade of “5” on the test. All my stress in it and constant studying
gave me dark circles under my eyes and a bad cold. One day, shortly before the test,
my French teacher approached me and asked me if I was ill. I explained that I was just
tired and stressed from studying for AP. She paused when I finished speaking. Then she
stared me straight in the eye and said, “Everyone chooses their own poison.” I was
dumbfounded. What did she mean? Then it dawned on me; she saw’s my drive for
perfection as the spring that feeds my ultimate downfall. My perfectionism is my vice,
according to her and yet all this time I thought is was my greatest virtue.

Now I understand that my perfectionism is not “all good”. It was after all
responsible for the lack of plenty of sleep as well as being responsible for my head cold.
However, 1 maintain that it is not “all bad” either. I continued to study for the AP
World History test and although the scores are not back yet, I have a hunch that I did

well on it. So is perfectionism a vice or a virtue? It depends on whom you are talking to.

Effective Organization
1. Question Type
Excerpt:

Assignment ;

Think carefully about the issue presented in the following excerpt and the assignment
below.

There are two kinds of pretending. There is a bad kind, as when a person falsely
promises to be your friend. But there is also a good kind, where the pretense
eventually turns into the real thing. For example, when you are not feeling
particularly friendly, the best thing you can do, very often, is to act in a friendly
manner. In a few minutes, you may really be feeling friendlier.

Adapted from a book by C.S. Lewis

Assignment: Can deception—pretending that something is true when it is not—
sometimes have good results? Plan and write an essay in which you
develop your point of view on this issue. Support your position with
reasoning and examples taken from your reading, studies, experience,
or observations.

2. Problems in Structure
(GO FFII WL E: writer-responsible
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Sample
How I Overcame My Difficulties in Learning English

Original

With the open-door policy, more and more foreigners come to China. They come to
China for the purpose of business. For example, they establish joint ventures. Others
come to China for traveling. Obviously, learning English becomes more and more

important, because we need to use English to communicate with the foreigners.

Revised

With the adoption of the opening-up policy, English has become increasingly
important in our life. Although many people are eager to master it, it is not easy for the
Chinese. However, I find some effective ways to overcome the difficulties I have in
learning the foreign language. (Thesis)

3. Seven Key Sentences
* View

e.g. Deception is sometimes justified.

e.g. Many people fall prey to lying mainly because it is so easy to do.

* Reason
e.g. When someone is trying to achieve an end, he or she must sometimes use
deception as a means.

e. g. It involves no physical labor, no strenuous activity, no expenses, and no special
skills.

Illustration

e. g. On at least two occasions, the Confederate Army used deception in an attempt to
overthrow the more powerful Union Army. Also in literature, Jay Gatsby uses deception
to win over his true love.

e.g. All you have to do is open your mouth and let the words fall out.

* Hook
e.g. A conversation rather than a failure made me aware of my personal arrogance,
which I had thought just the flaw of others.

+ Conclusion
While this may be an extreme case, it still illustrates that lying, even though it may

be as easy as breathing, can lead to very harmful results.
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“WANT TO GET AHEAD? TRY LYING” says a headline, with the idea that by
always telling the truth, or by telling too much truth, we put ourselves at a disadvantage.

Stephen Lim tells the following story: “Walking through my way to school, I
delivered special delivery mail for the U. S. Postal Service. Each morning the
dispatcher handed drivers a pile of letters and packages. Before starting our route,
we recorded the number of stops we had to make. While the other drivers padded
their figure, I didn’t. This made me look bad in comparison lowering the supervisor’s
opinion of my performance.”

Stephen paid a minor penalty for telling the truth. But others can suffer more
serious consequences for being honest. Consider a few: Because they don’t cheat on
assignments and tests to boost their grades, some students fail to get into the college
of their choice. Job applicants don’t succeed in getting a coveted position because
they refused to pad their resumes.

“In a nutshell, it's harder and harder to be an honest person in today’s society,”
says Stephen Lim. “After a while, you feel like a jerk when other people are getting
ahead by taking shortcuts.”

Adapted from Stephen Lim, “Telling the Truth—Does It Pay?” Plain Truth,
May/June, 2001

Does Stephen’s statement describe the way things actually are, or is it a cynical
distortion of the truth? Plan and write an essay that discusses your point of view on the
issue. Support your position with evidence and reasoning drawn from your reading,
studies, experience, or observations.

BE 80

Many people fall prey to lying mainly because it is so easy to do. It involves no
physical labor, no strenuous activity, no expenses, and no special skills. All you have to
do is open your mouth and let the words fall out.

Lying is a major part of getting a job you are not totally qualified for. You write up
a nice little resume with all the details of your life, most of which don’t pertain to the
job at all, such as, your marital status or that you won the Noble Serf Award in eleventh
grade, an award that you invent right on the spot. Just in case you are asked during the
interview what the award was for, you prepare a lie ahead of time, maybe something
like it's an award for integrity, for being an extremely honest and trustworthy person.
Also, you might not have quite enough experience for the job you are trying to get. So
you fabricate a little more to show that you are used to hard work and responsibility.
After all, what’s the harm in shading the truth a little?

While it’s true that your lies will have no immediate effect, what will happen if
your employer checks on you, when he or she finds out that there is no such thing as the
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Noble Serf Award, and that you were not the assistant manager of the supermarket at all
but just a lackey who retrieved shopping carts from the parking lot? This is when you
must face the consequence of your “harmless” little lies. If you are caught lying, after
your face goes back to its normal color, you will most likely be looking for another job.

Does that mean it's okay to lie as long as you don’t get caught? Nothing could be
farther from the truth because the effects of lying can be more serious. If you claim
credit for something that is not yours and you hurt somebody, then you have crossed
over the line. You have become not only a liar but a thief, and you have lost your
integrity. Or even worse, if someone causes pain to others because he or she believes in
~ a lie you've told, the consequences can be very severe. Recently there was a male nurse
who lied his way into jobs in several hospitals, and wherever he went the death rate of
patients rose dramatically. For a long time no one noticed the correlation between him
and the death rate, but by the time it was discovered, he had left a trail of dozens of
innocent victims.

While this may be an extreme case, it still illustrates that lying, even though it
may be as easy as breathing, can lead to very harmful results.

B ST 3

Think carefully about the issue presented in the following quotations and the assignment
below.

1. Honesty is an important value in every relationship. Whether interacting with a
friend, a roommate, a spouse, a parent, or another loved one, individuals expect
others to be honest and feel betrayed when they are deceived. Adapted from Jennifer
Gescheidler, et al., “Deception of Parents during Adolescence”

2. Deception can actually make it easier for people to get along. In a recent study,
for example, one out of every four of the lies told by participants was told solely for
the benefit of another person. In fact, most lies are harmless social untruths in
which people pretend to like someone or something more than they actually do
(*“Your muffins are the best!”).

Adapted from Allison Kornet, “The Truth About Lying”

Assignment: Is Deception Ever Justified?

BHEIEX
Deception is sometimes justified. When someone is trying to achieve an end, he or
she must sometimes use deception as a means. On at least two occasions, the
Confederate Army used deception in an attempt to overthrow the more powerful Union
Army. Also in literature, Jay Gatsby uses deception to win over his true love.
In the first major battle of the Civil War, The First Battle of Bull Run, the
Confederate Army gained a neat victory over the Union using deception. Although the
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Union appeared to be winning the battle, General Stonewall Jackson was waiting with
reserve troops. In fact, he surprised the overconfident Union Army, and drove them
back with his delayed attack. Had Stonewall Jackson not used deception, the South
would not have won that important battle of the Civil War.

Deception was actually a major element in the South’s overall war strategy. Since
they lacked the resources and the manpower of the North, they had to make due with
what they did have—cleverness. They used tactics such as fierce rebel yelling and false
reports to make the North believe that there were more Confederate troops than there
actually were. General McClellan of the North often hesitated to take action because he
was always concerned about sending his men into certain death. The South’'s facade
worked for some time and they had the Union tricked out of attacking them.

We also see the necessity of deception in F. Scott Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby
when the protagonist uses the facade of his mansion and his parties to impress his love.
Daisy. To him, his only goal in love is to win her over, which drives him to become
wealthy and buy a huge mansion. He holds huge drinking parties merely for the sake of
attracting Daisy to his love. To him, deception is necessary, or else he could not pursue
true love for himself.

On many occasions, deception is necessary. The South had to deceive the North,
and Gatsby had to deceive himself and Daisy. For deception to be justified, there must
be some end that is necessary to achieve. However, deception must have a good cause.
Enron’s recent deception was unjustified, because their end was to steal and to
embezzle. The Confederacy was defending its way of life and Gatsby was in pursuit of true
love. Although deception was justified in these cases, mendacity in general should not be
encouraged. Lying and stealing are forms of deception that lack a just end. Therefore,
deception can be sometimes justified, but at other times not. Gatsby, however, does
not fit into high society, and he merely uses these things to attract Daisy.

BT ¥R 4

If you rest, you rust—Helen Hayes

Assignment: The statement above argues that those who fail to strive regress. Write
an essay supporting, disputing, or qualifying the statement. You may
use examples from history, literature, popular culture, current

events, or personal experience to support your position.

HSHxEX 1

Helen Hayes takes a firm stand against indolence when she says, “If you rest, you
rust. ” Though indolence is commonly considered a sin at worst and a waster at best,
our negative attitude toward rest is detrimental. Rest is critical to progress because it

enables us to function well and it helps us set appropriate goals.
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Rest is vital to our ability to function at our best. Recent news stories report that
scientists are learning surprising things about the importance of sleep. Lack of adequate
rest impairs brain function, so much so that sleep experts have been able to measure
drops in IQ in patients who are deprived of sleep. Other studies have demonstrated a
negative impact on brain function and coordination in sleep deprived subjects. It should
not, therefore, be a surprise that the California Highway Patrol has stated that sleep-
deprived drivers are as great a threat to road safety as are drunk drivers.

Rest is important for more than just brain function. Those who are caught up in
extremely busy lives lack the time to think about what they are doing and gain
perspective. Business may prevent “rust”, but it does not encourage us to maximize our
potential. My older brother learned this lesson when he took a year off from school
before college. In high school he had been a straight—a student, staying up late into the
night in search of perfect grades. It was only when he took a year off from school to
travel that he had the time to think about what he really wanted to do. to consider goals
beyond grades. In that year off, my brother had a chance to figure out what he
genuinely enjoyed. He returned to school knowing that he wants to be a writer, and this
knowledge is helping him achieve something of real value.

Time off to sleep and think is critical to our ability to recognize what is important,
and our ability to achieve it. It does not. however, follow from this that we would be
better off on a permanent vacation. Rest is critical because it allows us to perform well
when we work. It is not an end in itself.

B 2

I was, according to my mother, bilingual in English and Spanish before 1 entered
kindergarten. Now my mother, like most, enjoys bragging about my accomplishments,
including some that border on the implausible, but I think she may be right about this
particular one. I remember walking to the park and eating helado (ice cream) with my
Salvadoran babysitter, and | remember being rocked to sleep as she sang “Dormite
Ninito”. Today, however, I can scarcely navigate the menu at a Mexican restaurant.
What happened to my fluent Spanish? I went off to “big boy” school. My babysitter
moved on to another family with a pre-school-aged child, and I basically had no more
opportunities to speak or to hear Spanish.

Helen Hayes was right when she observed that “If you rest, you rust”. As I
stopped using Spanish, I not only failed to progress in that language., I fell behind,
ultimately losing the ability that I had once possessed. This lesson, that one must strive
and exercise in order to keep up with others, and in order to maintain what one has, is
an important one because it holds true in every aspect of our lives.

The collapse of the U.S. auto industry is a perfect example of the risk inherent in
failing to keep moving forward. For decades, Detroit had dominated the industry, and it

felt no need to innovate. Ultimately, Japanese auto makers began to threaten Detroit’s
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dominance because they developed more efficient business practices and better
engineered products. When Detroit rested on its laurels, it rusted, and the U.S. auto
industry has yet to achieve a full recovery.

The problem with resting is not, however, limited to allowing others to pass you.
Sometimes one actually loses one’s ability, as I lost my fluency in Spanish. Muscles, for
example, atrophy when they are not used—a lesson learned by everyone who has ever
worn a cast for any period of time. Even the human brain loses its ability if it is not
used. Conversely, recent studies of elderly patients have shown that doing memory
exercises can improve memory and brain function. The lesson is simple: use it or
lose it.

Our lives abound with examples of the importance of remaining active. It is the key
to economic success, good health, and, even, speaking Spanish. I think I'll start my
exercise by walking to the park and ordering helado for old times’ sake.

B STi¥RE S

Fatalists believe that we must accept things as they are, that nothing can be done to
change the world for the better. Martin Luther King had such people in mind when
he remarked, “The hottest place in Hell is reserved for those who remain neutral in
times of great moral conflict.” Maya Angelou added, “If you don’t like something,
change it.” And Phyllis Diller, putting it still another way, said, “Never go to bed
mad. Stay up and fight.”

Assignment: The first step in making things better is to recognize that a problem
exists. Please plan and write an essay, in which you identify a school,
local, national, or world condition or flaw that, in your opinion, needs
to be corrected, and explain why you chose it.

E 2 g N

A trend these days is to speak up about the world’s mistreatment of the environment.
I am not just a tree hugger by saying that without improvement in environmental
conditions, my generation and the future generations will suffer in ways too awful to
ever imagine. At the end of the day you can say the survival of mankind is “hanging in
the balance”.

Many countries exploit the Earth’s resources. In some countries, millions of acres
of rainforest are being destroyed every year to make room for farmland or to cut lumber
to export. Not only does this destroy the habitats of may animals, but kills species of
trees and plants that may someday be found to cure cancer, AIDS, MS, or other
diseases. In addition, rainforests produce the majority of oxygen that we need to live.
The bottom line is that by clear-cutting rainforests, we are beginning to suffocate
ourselves to death.
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Other nations exploit the oceans. By dumping garbage. sewage and other hazardous
waste into the oceans, they pollute the water. Eventually, the garbage washes back on
shore, making the beaches filthy and swimming dangerous. The pollutants also kill and
taint the fish in the ocean with toxic materials. Then we end up eating these fish, and
the toxins enter our bodies. Many people I know have given up eating tuna fish for the
reason they don't want to put poisonous mercury into their bodies.

Another way that the environment is abused is the treatment of the atmosphere.
Until the famous Kyoto Treaty, most countries had no laws controlling the amount of
harmful gases released by cars and trucks that causes global warming. Some countries
still don’t have such laws, and under the Bush administration, the United States
withdrew from the Kyoto agreements. I think that governments around the world,
including the U.S. need to force the corporations to reduce their burning of fossil fuels
in order for less smoke to mix with clouds to form acid rain and to stop the trend to
global warming.

These are just a few ways in which the world abuses the environment. When all is
said and done, all people must do their part to leave the world a better place for their
children and grandchildren.

BISL ¥R 6

Think carefully about the issue presented in the following passage :
The moon belongs to everyone,

The best things in life are free,

The stars belong to everyone,

They gleam there for you and me.

The flowers in Spring,

The robins that sing.

The sunbeams that shine.

They're yours,

They're mine!

And love can come to everyone,

The best things in life are free.

“The Best Things in Life Are Free,” song and lyrics by B. G. DeSylva, Lew Brown.,
and Ray Henderson for the musical Good News.

Assignment: Please plan and write an essay in which you discuss the validity of the
sentiment expressed by the lyrics of the song, “The Best Thing in Life
Are Free.” Support your position with evidence and reasoning drawn

from your reading, studies, experience, or observations.
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The idea that “the best things in life are free” is nothing except sentimental
garbage, okay for a musical show but just a fantasy or a self-delusion in reality. Now
almost everything costs money, and even if you don’t have to take out your Visa card
and pay for it then and there, there are hidden costs that can’t really be calculated.

Take, for example, an ordinary walk in the park with a favourite girl, guy, or
dog. Sure it's free to enter the park and stroll along. No out-of-pocket expenses there,
but think of all that it costs to have that walk. For one thing, there is clothes and
footgear. There is the need for transportation to the park and home again, and the need
to be able to contact a friend by phone or email to arrange the walk. Just living in a
place that has a park to walk in also costs money—in taxes, rent, mortgages, and the
regular expenses of maintaining a decent lifestyle.

Okay, walking in the park may be a trivial example. How about something more
profound? What most people value above all else is freedom—not just the freedoms
granted in the Bill of Rights but the freedom to be what we can be, the freedom to love
and associate with whom we please, the freedom to live in a safe environment, free
from violence and harm, freedom to go to school or go any place at any time without
worrying about the government watching or breathing down your neck, and even the
freedom to help others gain their freedom like the U.S. has done in Afghanistan and has
been trying to do in Iraq at the cost of billions and billions of dollars, not to speak of the
expense of death and human suffering.

It would be nice to believe that the best things in life are free, but only the
blissfully ignorant could really believe it. Whoever said there's no such thing as a free
lunch knew what they were talking about.

Bl ST fg 7

Think carefully about the issue presented in the following excerpt and the assignment
below.

Many persons believe that to move up the ladder of success and achievement,
they must forget the past, repress it, and relinquish it. But others have just the
opposite view. They see old memories as a chance to reckon with the past and
integrate past and present.

Adapted from Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot., I've Known Rivers: Lives of Loss and

Liberation

Assignment: Do memories hinder or help people i n their effort to learn from the past
and succeed in the present? Plan and write an essay in which you
develop your point of view on this issue. Support your position with
reasoning and examplés taken from your reading. studies, experience,
or observations.
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BHE X
Score: 6
Essay

Without our past, our future would be a tortuous path leading to nowhere. In order
to move up the ladder of success and achievement we must come to terms with our past
and integrate it into our future. Even if in the past we made mistakes, this will only
make wiser people out of us and guide us to where we are supposed to be.

This past year, I was auditioning for the fall play, “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof.” To my
detriment I thought it would be a good idea to watch the movie in order to prepare. For
two hours I studied Elizabeth Taylor’'s mannerisms, attitude, and diction, hoping I
could mimic her performance. I auditioned for the part of “Maggie” feeling perfectly
confident in my portrayal of Elizabeth Taylor. However, I was unaware that my
director saw exactly what I had been thinking. Unfortunately, I didn’t get the part, and
my director told me that he needed to see “Maggie” from my perspective, not Elizabeth
Taylor’s.

I learned from this experience, and promised myself I would not try to imitate
another actress, in order to create my character. Persevering, I was anxious to audition
for the winter play just two months later. The play was Neil Simon’s “Rumors”, and
would get the opportunity to play “Chris”, a sarcastic yet witty role, which would be
my final performance in high school. In order to develop my character. I planned out
her life just as I thought it should be, gave her the voice I thought was right, and the
rest of her character unfolded beautifully from there. My director told me after the first
show that “Rumors” was the best work he'd ever seen from me, and that he was amazed
at how I'd developed such a believable character. Thinking back to my first audition I
was grateful for that chance I had to learn and to grow, because without that mistake I
might have tried to base “Chris” off someone I'd known or something I'd seen instead of
becoming my own character. I utilized the memory of the Elizabeth Taylor debacle to
improve my approach to acting and gave the best performance of my life so far.

Why this Essay Received a Score of 6

This essay effectively and insightfully develops its point of view (“In order to move
up the ladder of success and achievement we must come to terms with our past and
integrate it into our future”) through a clearly appropriate extended example drawing
on the writer’s experience as an actor. The essay exhibits outstanding critical thinking
by presenting a well-organized and clearly focused narrative that aptly illustrates the
value of memory. The essay also uses language skillfully, demonstrating meaningful
variety in sentence structure (“To my detriment I thought it would be a good idea to
watch the movie in order to prepare. For two hours I studied Elizabeth Taylor’s
mannerisms, attitude, and diction. hoping I could mimic her performance. I auditioned

for the part of “Maggie” feeling perfectly confident in my portrayal of Elizabeth Taylor.,
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