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H ML EE K E g  HERE  The Chinese Contemporary Distinguished Oil Painter: Wang Shengli
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Resume

Prof. Wang Shengli was born in Xi’an, Shaanxi Province, in 1951. He
was graduated from China Central Academy of Fine Arts in 1977. In
the year of 1986, he was enrolled in Xi'an Academy of Fine Arts as
postgraduate and got his Master’s Degree three years later. He served
as the president of Xi’an Academy of Fine Arts. He is the tenure
professor and Ph. D. supervisor of the academy. He is also pointed as
the councilman of Chinese Artists Association, the deputy director of Oil
Painting Committee in Chinese Artists Association, the executive member
of the council of Chinese Oil Painting Committee, deputy director of Art
Education Committee in Ministry of Education, vice president of Shaanxi
Provincial Culture League, vice president of Shaanxi Provincial Artists
Association, vice president of Chinese Culture Promotion Association in
Shaanxi province. Prof. Wang Shengli is also titled as National Expert

with Outstanding Contribution.
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Sunshine on the Plateau

The Sound and Solid Path of Art Creation
—My Understanding of Mr. Wang Shengli’s Oil Paintings

Written by Mr. Shao Dazhen

Translated by Ms. Chen Tiangi

In the contemporary Chinese realistic oil painting
field, Mr. Wang Shengli is an artist who has the uni-
que pursuit and personality style. The reason why he
loves oil painting is his personal interests and hobbies,
but more important is his consciousness as an artist. In-
fluenced by the culture and education in his young age.
by the long-term life experience and artistic practice. he
recognized the realistic oil painting is an art form inte-
rested by the masses for the aesthetics and the spirit of
enjoyment. He also noticed that since realistic art style
kept silence in Chinese art occupied by literati painting,
art cannot truly reflect the reality of society and the pro-
motion of social change and progress. Since the 20th
century, some very influential pioneer in Chinese art
field warmly praised the introduction of realistic pain-
ting in the rise of western modernism culture and art
thoughts. And this is because of such kind of cultural
consciousness. While in the process of the ignorance
and even exclusion towards literati painting, affected
the inheritance and development of traditional Chinese
painting, and is still what we need to seriously address
until present. However, the spread of realistic oil pain-
ting in China plays a positive role on the development
of Chinese art history. And such kind of importance
should not be denied. Moreover, the blossom fruit in
Chinese realist style of oil painting not only borrows
from the concepts and skills from European oil pain-
ting, but also inputs the Chinese cultural spirit and free
sketch technique in traditional Chinese painting, and
shows a new style. The creation value of Mr. Wang
Shengli’s oil painting is also what he did his best in this
aspect and made notable achievements.

In the early stage of learning oil painting, Mr. Wang
Shengli admired Mr. Jin Shangyi’s painting very much,
and was instructed by him. Later, he continued his study
in Central Academy of Fine Arts and guided by Mr. Jin
Shangyi, Mr. Lin Gang and many other artists, and laid
a solid foundation for the realistic and the firm establis-
hment of the direction of realism. He is a post-graduate
of Mr. Chen Beixin in Xi’an Academy of Fine Arts.

Among his several instructors, some were taught in
Russia painter Prof. Maximov'’s painting training class,
or studying in Russia National Academy of Fine Arts.
They emphasized not only the rigorous scholarship,
simple style, vigorousness, but also the great importan-
ce of basic skill and art painting. This has exerted great
influence on Mr. Wang Shengli’s art path.

When Mr. Wang Shengli entered into the painting
field, he has been diligently study and practice, to find
own unique language. to accomplish something in the
realistic oil painting field. Even modern art painting is
very active, he still finds himself the target. silently,
not moved. Because he knows, the rise of new art has
its own reason, but it can not dominate the painting.
take the place of other art includes realistic style, crea-
tion. It is in a period of high point in the trendy Arts in
1985, his painting the rookie selected by International
Youth Art Exhibition, won the third prize. In 1989 the
graduate creation treasures won the Seventh National
Fine Arts Exhibition Bronze Award, the rreasure also
represented China in France autumn salon, and by do-
mestic and foreign art critics.

Going deeply into life and painting supply rich art re-
sources to Mr. Wang Shengli’s creation. His works are
familiar material to the characters and situations. from
the military to the Northwest Plateau of life. Particu-
larly, the works have a special linking to the northwest
plateau area. Many of our western region is vast, na-
tion, in the long history breed splendid culture. Western
culture is regional, diverse and original ecology, is an
important part of Chinese culture. because of long-term
living in Northwest, Mr. Wang Shengli has a deep un-
derstanding and a strong emotion for this land. The life
style of people living in the Northwest Plateau is sim-
ple. people are pure, strong, heroic and have a positive
attitude towards life. There is sunshine, and no indus-
trial civilization and the city hustle and bustle of pure
state, all the things make Mr. Wang Shengli obsessed.
The true life and praise of people’s plain feelings, be-
come the driving force him into the Northwest Platecau



chooses the artistic theme. In this process, Changan
school achievements and create some warm praise of
loess folks senior artists, become to encourage forward
where he is on the road of spiritual strength. The local
area and folk art in northwest also provides him art nu-
trition and inspiration.

In 1996, Mr. Wang Shengli’s work Yellow River
Rhyme participated in Chinese Oil Painting Exhibition
on Portrait, attracted lots attention and praise. In the
painting world, painters always emphasize the cultural
spirit and aesthetic form, Mr. Shang Yang in his article
Mr. Wang Shengli and His Yellow River Rhyme,reflects
the widespread view. He wrote: “This is a picture ma-
kes me impressed with the work. Watching Mr. Wang
Shengli’s painting of the Northern Shaanxi people, I feel
so familiar, a long time to create the common quality
and the old man unique personality style in painting, It
seems to be able to tell his name, from the Yellow River
Rhyme can be seen in Mr. Wang Shengli’s understan-
ding of the peasants of Northern Shaanxi and grasp of
the relevant to their character, concise picture, chastity,
including but not exposed, which was a realist style can
make people feel the charm of art more than those style
beautiful works.” The perfect unity of generality and
individuality of the characters, the ingenious combi-
nation of authenticity and artistry, shows the author’s
observation and experience of the life of in-depth and
meticulous. Passion that can not be suppressed in the
conception and creation process, dripping and comfor-
table among shaping the image in painting language
“writing” also vividly in the brushwork and color. It
should be said, this is one of the representative of Mr.
Wang Shengli’s art achievement.

If Mr. Wang Shengli’s Yellow River Rhyme score a
success by the characters of energetic and force, then
his another picture of the Red Jujubes(1999) shows
the country girl with the image of warmth and Alice
endearing. Characterization of the young girl image, if
artists cack cultivation, the painting will be tender and
kitsch, Mr. Wang Shengli carefully grasp the sense of
propriety in the portrayal of characters and tones. the
country girl in Red Jujubes, simple, quiet time here,
looking forward to a bright hope in life, good looking

and graceful demeanour and the symbol of harvest Red
Jujubes girl, endows the works with vigorous vitality.
Picture style noble, to implicit in brilliant, in the gentle
elegant see, also have “clear water lotus, natural to sim-
ply’” beauty. Red Jujubes not only won the Ninth Na-
tional Art Exhibition, and participated in the Chinese
overseas art exhibition. This is undoubtedly another re-
presentative work in Mr. Wang Shengli’s art process.

For Mr. Wang Shengli, the symbolic meaning of Yel-
low River Rhyme and Red Jujubes, also reflects what he
did with the pursuit of beauty and sense of unremitting
efforts in his two works. Many of his works, such as
The Group, Sun in June, Autumn Sun, Praying, Snow,
Red Apple, Jujubes, Breeze, Tajik Girl, Llittle Guli and
other works, or in the sense of the performance of the
pursuit of beauty, or in providing beauty pleasure hided
in the force of the praise, are included on the people’s
praise and rich human nature reveals. Particularly his
recent large work Plateau Big Event, Mr. Wang sup-
plies the portraying characters with deeply vivid scene,
magnificent and contemporary Tibetan spiritual style.
With a strong sense of time and power, this is his mas-
terpiece in the new period, shows the painter, does a
job with skill and refexible style. From the vigorous
and magnificent Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, the Pamirs to
the vast plain thick loess plateau, kind-hearted peo-
ple, vigorous tree branches, ordinary stone mill, fence,
wall, or yaks, snow-capped mountains, tents, temple,
the brilliant sunshine...... Feeling within, king of love,
reveals his love of this land, bit by bit into his own
painting language. He takes it leisurely and unimpres-
sively to hold the manner of characters and the inner
world, form a kind of elegant bright artistic style. Also
shows his artistic taste of suit and the common people’s
pursuit. However, in the works of different themes, his
painting language is constantly changing. With the
accumulation of his life experience and the creation
experience, and his Chinese temperament and Orien-
tal aesthetic expression, his realistic painting skills to
strengthen the impressionistic and expressionistic art
language and the style of painting turns into the trend
of vigorous and full of changes, emits more northwest
Shaanxi opera phonology. In the color also absorbed
the Impressionist techniques, color is more rich, which



marks the mature In of Mr. Wang Shengli’s oil painting
art.

Of course, Mr. Mr. Wang Shengli knows the art
road is boundless, he never has been made to satisty
the artistic achievements. We could predict that he will

continuously make new artistic creation. In fact, from
his art character and art way covered, his future artistic
creation road is still sound and solid.
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