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Abstract

Sui and Tang Dynasties were the heyday of the Chinese feudal society. To
maintain their prosperous situation, strong social security administration was in-
separable. Compared with that of other regions, strengthening the security man-
agement of Changan city was of vital importance since it concerned the stability
of the whole country. It functioned as a link between the maintenance of local
stability and the unity of the whole nation. Studies on social security management
in the capital area in Tang Dynasty mainly focus on the public security system or
statutory crimes, but the research is little on the actual operation. Based on the
comprehensive absorption of the available previous studies, using historical doc-
uments as the basis, this thesis focuses on how the government of Tang Dynasty
strengthened the security management of capital area. This research proceeds
with the central level and local level. Three factors are considered the most
harmful in damaging the social stability, including robbers, spells cast on peo-
ple and the hazards of private weapons. Therefore, the paper mainly discusses
the above five aspects.

From the central level, the Tang government mainly strengthened the secu-
rity administration of its capital city through Jinwu Guard, inspection officials
and street patrols. Jinwu Guard was the leading force of palace guards in the ear-
ly Tang Dynasty. With its close organization, institutional integrity, it served as
a mainstay of the early Tang government’s reign. Naturally, the maintenance of
social order was its undisputable responsibility. Besides a brief introduction of
Jinwu Guard’s evolution and social status, the thesis mainly made case analysis

of its important role in maintaining social and economic stability, patrolling



2 FERGSHXIEZEHEER

Changan’s streets, monitoring officials and common people, arresting and exe-
cuting criminals. Later it gradually changed from a military office to a nominal ti-
tle of official rank, with its function in public security gradually taken over by
Left and Right inspection officials, street patrols and imperial guards. In Tang
Dynasty, appointing special commissioners was very common. In Changan,
censors and the supervision censors served as Left and Right Inspectors, re-
sponsible for monitoring the capital officials and neighborhood people’s behav-
ior, in order to achieve the purpose of public security. In the late Tang Dynas-
ty, Jinwu Guard was gradually replaced by street patrols to maintain the capital
security; it gradually changed from a military subordinate office to a local ad-
ministrative one, which was also used in the Five Dynasties.

From the local level, the Tang government buttressed the social order of the
capital mainly through the prefecture of Jingzhao and the county government. The
prefecture of Jingzhao was an administrative unit, but had a special status as it
was the most important of the various local governments throughout the country. It
directly shouldered the maintenance of social stability of the capital through ar-
resting thieves, punishing law — breakers, executing judicial power and straight-
ening customs. The Emperors of the Early — dynasty could control the disposals of
illegal forces. the prefecture of Jingzhao could perform its power normally without
interference and destruction. The monarches and their subjects created flourishing
ages together. In the middle - late Tang dynasty, the treatment effect was not ob-
vious because of the factors of the obstruction of the influential officials and eunu-
ches.

A county was the nation’s primary administrative organ and its officer the

magistrate was directly responsible for the order in the place. The Military Assistant
was the lowest of the county officials, who was specifically responsible for county’s
peace. Besides arresting thieves and surveillance detection, the Military Assistant
also assisted the magistrate in hearing cases. In the latter stage, powerful as it was,
the office was affected by many factors, with its exercise limited.

Among the various types of crimes endangering the social order of
Changan, theft was the most common in China’s feudal society, which was also

the worst in shattering normal social order. Tang Dynasty attacked it as a key tar-
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get, especially in the later stage, when the rulers imposed heavy penalties on
thieves and made use of the imperial guard forces in the joint fight in order to
maintain the shaky ruling order.

Since heresy confused the public, and even distorted information, its
spread was likely to cause serious confusion, affect social order, and even en-
danger the national security. In order to maintain the ruling order, the govern-
ment of Tang inherited the practice of the former dynasty to eliminate its adverse
effect by strengthening government regulation, encouraging people to expose
and eradicating the source of such heresies. But generally speaking, the legal
provisions were less severe than in Wei and Jin dynasties.

Private collecting and manufacturing weapons was one of the important fac-
tors affecting social stability, which was also taken seriously by Tang Dynas-
ty. The law strictly prohibited people’s unauthorized possession of weapons. At
the same time, weapons lost among civilians were seized and weapon - holders
were monitored, which had certain inhibitory effect on the prevention of peasant
uprisings and bandit insurrection. But the result of prohibiting people’s posses-
sion of weapons is not obvious in the late — Tang dynasty. The shence — army
control the power of the weapon. The eunuch - group not only control the shence
— army bue also master the fate of the Tang dynasty, which accelerated the de-
struction of the Tang dynasty.

In general, there are two characteristics in Changan’s public security man-
agement. Firstly, viewed from a vertical perspective, in the earlier stage, be-
cause of the prosperity, people’s stable life and fewer crime cases, the admin-
istration was moderate. the effect was obvious without disturbing; while in the
latter stage, turbulence such as insurgence of An Lushan and Shi Siming, eu-
nuchs’ monopolizing power and separatist regimes caused great social unrest,
which made the rulers resort to harsher measures to maintain the ruling
order. Secondly, viewed from a horizontal perspective, the government set up
special management institutions to implement the security administration of the
capital which cooperated with the relevant institutions to achieve the purpose of

long period stability.
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