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OF STUDIES

Francis Bacon

Studies serve for delight, for ornament, and for ability. Their chief use for delight, is in
privateness and retiring; for ornament, is in discourse; and for ability, is in the judgment

and disposition of business. For expert men can execute, and perhaps judge of particulars, =~

one by one; but the general counsels, and the plots and marshalling of affairs come best from
those that are learned. To spend too much time in studies is sloth; to use them too much for
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ornament is affectation; to make judgement wholly by their rules is the humor of a scholar.
They perfect nature, and are perfected by experience, for natural abilities are like natural
plants that need pruning by study; and studies themselves do give forth directions too much at
large, except they be bounded in by experience. Crafty men contemn studies, simple men
admire them, and wise men use them; for they teach not their own use; but that is a wisdom
without them, and above them won by observation. Read not to contradict and confute; nor
to believe and take for granted; nor to find talk and discourse; but to weigh and consider.
Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and some few to be chewed and
digested: that is, some books are to be read only in parts; others to be read, but not
curiously ; and some few to be read wholly and with diligence and attention. Some books also
may be read by deputy, and extracts made of them by others, but that would be only in the
less important arguments, and the meaner sort of books; else distilled books are like common
distilled waters, flashy things.

Reading maketh a full man; conference a ready man; and writing an exact man. And
therefore ,if a man write little, he had need have a great memory ; if he confer little, he had
need have a present wit; and if he read little, he had need have much cunning, to seem to
know that he doth not. Histories make men wise, poets witty, the mathematics subtile,
natural philosophy deep, moral grave, logic and rhetoric able to contend. Abeunt studia in
mores. Nay, there is no stond or impediment in the wit but may be wrought out by fit
studies, like as diseases of the body may have appropriate exercises. Bowling is good for the
stone and reins; shooting for the lungs and breast; gentle walking for the stomach; riding for
the head; and the like. So if a man’s wit be wandering, let him study the mathematics; for
in demonstrations, if his wit be called away never so little, he must begin again. If his wit
be not apt to distinguish or find differences, let him study the Schoolmen; for they are
cymini sectores. If he be not apt to beat over matters, and to call up one thing to prove and
illustrate another, let him study the lawyers’ cases. So every defect of the mind may have a

special receipt.
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PRACTICE 1
Identify the thesis statement in each of the following IELTS samples.

1. If children behave badly, should their parents take the responsibility and also be punished?

State your answer and give your reasons.

There is a controversial discussion on the issue of whether parents should take the
responsibility and also be punished for their children’s bad behavior. Some people agree that
parents, as the children’s guardians, should be responsible for children’s any bad behavior.
However, I personally consider that this conclusion should not be drawn hastily and parents’
being punished or not depends on how they teach their children and how badly their children
behave.

&
L3
3
e
ff:
Z§
5

In the first place, if parents have been teaching their children very carefully, they have been
taking the duty of not only raising but also educating them. If children still behave badly
despite their parents’ efforts it is the children’s fault on their own, having nothing to do with ﬂ ~
their parents. Therefore, the poor parents should not be punished for children’s wrong doings. j'
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Moreover, if children’s bad behavior results from parents’ negligence of educating them,
then both children and their parents should be punished. These parents, as their children’s
supervisors, do not fulfill their responsibilities of educating their children to behave properly.
Therefore, they deserve the punishment.

Finally, if children behave very badly resulting in serious damages, in particular killing
others, parents should answer for their failure in the basic moral education to children. No
crime is more serious than taking the innocent people’s lives. If children even in their
childhood can be so brutal, there must be something wrong with their parents’ education.

To conclude, whether parents should be punished for the immature’s misbehaviors or not, it
can not be judged by one word but depends on different situations. Parents should answer for
their negligence of education in some serious cases committed by the immature, whereas, if
parents have put their heart and soul in educating their children, punishment should not be
imposed on them.

II. Should old people stay at home or be placed in nursing homes?

It should be the children’s responsibility to take good care of their parents in their later years.
However, a good way to perform this duty does not necessarily mean that seniors should live
with their children under the same roof. A better way of ensuring that aged parents lead a
happy and healthy life is to put them in nursing homes.

In such nursing homes, aging people can receive intensive medical care from professional
doctors. Besides, they can receive a proper diet prepared by dieticians to meet their
individual requirements. This is especially good for those old people in poor health.
Moreover, they could have regular medical check-ups so that any disease could be diagnosed
in its early stages. What is the most beneficial is that if any disease strikes them, medical

services, including first-aid, are immediately available.

Living in nursing homes with their peers will make elderly people feel more at ease as a result
of the companionship this offers. Keeping each other’s company, they do not feel lonely and
can do a great deal of things together, such as doing morning exercise, playing games, and
exchanging memories and stories from their past.

On the other hand, if aged parents live at home, they are often left alone when their children
and grandchildren are away working or studying. Indeed, there are also benefits for
children’s work and study when nursing homes take over the task of caring for the elderly.

Children, free from care giving, can devote themselves to work or study and achieve more



success for themselves and ultimately society as a whole.

Since nursing homes benefit seniors and other family members so much, should children do
nothing else but abandon their elderly parents there? I do not think so. Having their
children’s company will also add to the happiness of the elderly. I would therefore also say
that children could help their aging parents by taking them to their homes at weekends and
perhaps by taking them on outings.
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Mary has a plan for doing well in her classes this semester. She is not going to miss any
classes, and she is going to take notes of all the lectures. She has set aside three hours a day
on weekdays to study as well as Saturday and Sunday afternoons. She has also formed a
study group with her classmates. Finally, Mary has declared her own “dead weeks” —two
weeks prior to finals for intensive studying since her poor final preparation last semester hurt
her grades badly.

X EBtL) F i) “Mary has a plan for doing well in her classes this semester. ” JFify, R
J& LA Mary EAK 805 R ) 4156 B Mary #9314 : (1) She is not going to miss any classes,
and she is going to take notes of all the lectures. (2) She has set aside three hours a day on
weekdays to study as well as Saturday and Sunday afternoons. (3) She has also formed a
study group with her classmates. (4) Finally, Mary has declared her own “dead weeks” —
two weeks prior to finals for intensive studying since her poor final preparation last semester
hurt her grades badly. #&-~Bty& LA o4 f5 25 6 iy B 2ot 7 LRIt
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PRACTICE 2
Identify the topic sentence of each of the paragraphs and the details that support the topic

sentences.

1. However, in some cases, overseas employment may bring some undesirable consequences
for individuals as well as nations involved. There is a likelihood of encountering language

8



barriers and culture shock, when one finds oneself trying to adapt to local customs and
culture. Living overseas also means being away from one’ s family and, as a
consequence, this weakens family ties. A good case in point is that a couple who live
apart often ends up divorcing. In addition, because talented people prefer developed areas
as their destinations, these places are more liable to become overcrowded with high-
calibre experts. At the same time, the underdeveloped countries are in urgent need of
such people.

The topic sentence ;

Supporting details ;

@

@

©)

. On the other hand, traditional food also has a good many merits. First, it has more
various styles and caters for individual tastes. We can choose from many types of cuisines
according to our own tastes. Second, it is more nourishing than fast food due to its
variety of ingredients, which is a main contributing factor in people’s health. Last, as an
aspect of culture, food can help us understand some values or world views of
local people.

The topic sentence :

Supporting details

@®

@

€)

. Furthermore, space research has produced a variety of practical and beneficial discoveries
and applications. For instance, Teflon, a non-stick surface used in cooking utensils, such
as frying pans, was developed as a result of the space program. Moreover, we have a
better understanding of climate patterns, together with a modern system of electronic
communications, as a direct result of the hundreds of satellites which encircle our planet.
The topic sentence ;

Supporting details ;
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TS T HHFORKZ R FIE, BEMANXTELRTZX", £
SREFATATIRZEW o FRATLE TOAUF FEXT R e i) 3 R HE T3 57, 4 ToAUR) 42 3 b B e A
ARIKE. F4F, WOWSER. EW—ART AR &%, 285 TR
W, B RERANEEX, EdXBRBOHE, BFS@X—-PHENR LA,
NEFRZHBT EMFIUE. F6F, BRERE, HFARBRTT THE, Bk
ERAER " BT E . (BP0 (AR - AX) AR T 19943 A 17 8 (FHAFik))

Others could not stand the pressure and the competition. A 35 years old woman, who had a
high position in her company, decided to leave when she found herself suffering from
allergies that made her life miserable. She had two children and no savings, but even her
anxiety about the future could not spoil her feeling of relief and her new peace of mind. (7o
Live without Working from A Changing Scene)

FEDOEBISCH, (EFRN TEIMANTRMERE, #4r, EHANERLXX”, 250
SNRB B KIRREBAE ) % /R 22 F AAE R B - i, FLANLHERFERE
RN AT HE AR AN 7R o 5 58 1k 3R B IR A ARAT R Z AR R IR R A9
B A N

MFESETEBISCR, YEE LA—0L 35 & M@ L toh i, WA AR A8 T WE S
APk, FROREFE, THHBEELE,

=, SR vs 5| HERE

FNEEERE ARG s, SR, BEABEAA . PEAEXE, KL
HREWGESC, SISMMEFRIER &, Ui ATI LA R CE, XM H E AR
o0 R ARSI B K. EPEABR, FILEMRBEW LIRAACARRERNEL
AR, XAREUEHH B CXF & AR, & 0T LIRSS A SCIE R BRSO SR
HEgeit, AR GRILATE) HAEIE 150 FiHE, JLPEREEZ WG HE ARiERIE
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ik, 52 IAHERE 100% , HIFERR, 7EPEREEICH, AR iz f S0
B VR SCER BB ARG B R B 43K
e

SEFEZRMANFES, M TERAHE, SREREZAMEINAE L2, BO6
Ho XFEOCHEERPSE, BRIZBGEERN . RAAKHHE, ZEEOF) P “Hm
AREM¥, BTFRHE AW, —ABF, — DA, ARUAE,” ({ 205 % )ik
B (%L EE))

FERXBBISCH, MPIEERFESIH TIREFL RIEFARER —BIERZFAC
WA

RIFEXETI SR ETR (X8) MEN. ok, H3]S486E 8RR,
XFEBATR M ER AL, RIEEFKEERG L, HANSCERECENSE, FiHmn
FIIHEEFSMBIEF L. XMIEE RGP RS BARRGEE A ERA XK.
E B F IR AR B M R 8] S U R A S i8S A Bk, X SRR Rt
AW EE, TRAMIEXERGI 6 7 AEERIEN A & AW

HE T

The world’s most taught language, English is not taking the place of other languages; it is
supplementing them: two hundred and fifty million Chinese—more than the entire population
of the United States—study English. In eighty-nine countries, English is either a common
second language or widely studied. In France, state-run secondary schools require students to
study four years of English or German. Most—at least 85 percent—choose English. In
Japan, secondary students are required to take six years of English before graduation.
(Patricia Aburdene & John Naisbitt; English as a Universal Language)

X B H SR, (EEPI 2T — RSN EPE, 0 “two hundred and fifty million
Chinese” , “eighty-nine countries” , “four years”, “at least 85 percent” f{l“six years” , H
LAUERA TR B2 B R AERTES T ¥,

AL, HTFHPEBEEMNER S, ERRXEER, iS5 REES B
A TN H G 0 ) b R T N

As a friend you should point out mistakes to your friend. It is like fresh air injected into our
friendship. It can help to keep the friendship tree green and luxuriant forever. A true friend
helps you when you are in trouble. It is the warmth of winter. It is an umbrella in the rain.
Friendship is not personal wealth but common possession. (—A Student)

e B e, BYEEIR AiH” g, “fresh air” , “the warmth of winter” fil “an

umbrella in the rain”, T H, /fEF AL VLE “keep the friendship tree green and luxuriant
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