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INTRODUCTION: THE IMPORTANCE OF LATIN

(51 VAN TR A8 ¢ B

Latin language and Latin culture are the foundations and columns of
Western culture and civilization.

PLT R AOSCAE R P 7 U S SO B SORE R A

The Latin language was used regularly from the year 753 BC-the founding
of Rome-until the end of the XV century (e. g. Isaac Newton wrote his
Philosophiae Naturalis Principia Mathematica in Latin in 1687).

FAJCHT 753 4E % gy & +-L 4R, BL Tl — H =% HE & (F i
B2 58« A H AR F B R DR T 1687 SF AL T IET M) .

Today , Latin is not the language of any country, yet many countries use it.

mA B TR ER —-HMNES HRZERXRH2HIE.

In the Western world today, a knowledge of Latin is considered a sign of
higher education.

T H2EER T BEPOA N R Z L S FHE MR,

Today, five major world languages are historical transformation of Latin:

Spanish, French, Portuguese, Italian, Romanian.

R E A EEE S f R T AR OR

PBEA I KR AR TR B KAE P SR E.

Together those languages are spoken, according to various estimates by
about 900 million people [ Spanish 450, French 118, Portuguese 200, Italian
61, Romanian 24] in more than 60 states. (source: Nationalencyklopedin)

At X HAIES — B 60 EANAERMLA 9 L AFTEH (FEHEFIE 4.5
¢ 338 1.8 AL & i 244, BRI 6100 77, B B g W% 2400 1), CRUHE
R AHEERLEHED



2 RNTIEEMHEE

65% of the English words come from Latin.

YOIE A 65 0k AL T 1B .

So, by learning Latin, you enter into the history of those languages.
Bl e R TR R b AT 2 X il s e,

Latin is not spoken in ordinary conversation, yet it is used often.
PLT AR 2R & HE B E .

It is part of history, yet alive in the present. It can be found in Law, in

Science, in Medicine, in Philosophy, in Religious Studies, in History. in

Literature.

ERED R — 5, BLAKAR TS BRAE R A BL S (BRSO

K=

Latin can be seen all around.

hr TR AT .
Examples ] 401 .

Mottos of universities X 2 B $%

Univ. of Hong Kong 7 ik K¢

Sapientia et Virtus

W] 7 4% )

Univ. of Oxford, UK % [{4-H K2

Dominus Illuminatio Mea

M ERE (RE. B2
F AT

Univ. Carlos [l » Madrid B8 5 £
W =tk

Homo homini sacra res

WSR2l S

Univ. Complutense, Madrid 5 f#

Libertas Per fundet Omnia

A 2t i i — )

L5 T R Luce

University of Berlin fi#k k2% Veritas-lustitia-Libertas A E X A
Harvard University I k2% Veritas K

Yale University BB k2% Luzx et veritas 5 A

Columbia Univ. BF& I K%

In lumine Tuo videbimus

lumen

fii & IR B Ot TR AT
p ]

Princeton Univ. ¥ A3 K24

Dei sub numine viget

W AE b At A B R 2 )
K

Korea University & il K%

Libertas-iustitia-veritas

E 1V IE S H




INTRODUCTION &4 3
Mottos of States or institutions — &£ [ 5% 14/l #3 &Y 2 5 $8
the United States EF| R G ARE | E pluribus unum B RHK—
NASA ZE [HE i 25 il K 7 Per aspera ad astra B LHERER
Olympic games BRI 581282 | Citius altius fortius BT & SR
Victori
Arsenal F. C. P £z 44 /& BR{EL 5= 3 I(m”u, . Ji 1) A B SR
concordia crescit
Other examples H fth 5] F
Ph. D. Philosophiae Doctor 22
Spa Salus Per Aquam KIF R @ KRS )
. HirKFEEZRILE: L&
Gaudeamus X
TR AR E)

Latin increases accuracy of thought. The students’ mind is trained to logic
and precision.

P TIEREREYE. FANBEPILBEAEBY BTN,

It improves your grammar analysis and makes you more careful in the
spelling of any foreign word.

E IR BRI B ST RE T, LR XHE AT S SO P S AR 0

Latin grammar is a good grounding for the approach to other languages.

BT R E B AU R A AR S 4R AL T R AR

“Even a rudimentary knowledge of Latin cuts down the labor and pains of
learning almost any other subject by at least 50 percent.” (Dorothy Leigh
Sayers, English writer)

R R R R A I BT AR RE R AR 2 S AR R E A E A 2 I
THTAER MRS . (2P - L ZEIH L, REAER

Latin culture opens the mind.

LT SCARTF A SR 4.

By reading Latin texts you can meet many wise men: writers, philosophers.

leaders, saints.

A BB T SCEAERREE MBI REE E MR TER S XA



4 FTIEEMBRE

“The reason for learning Latin is because of what was written in it.”
(Mary Beard, Classicist)

“ZRTLFEI R TERFEAMREZ EFMERMALT CEHA G - IR,
CE.E=:p




LESSON 1 F—if

ALPHABET AND PRONUNCIATION ‘“¢FH5% %%

Latin alphabet .

Archaic Latin had 20 letters, that later became 26.

WAL TIREA 20 MFEEL,JE2ERN 26 4.

Today in linguistics is very common the use of “Romanization”, the
conversion of writing from different writing systems to Roman (Latin) script.

ARGEFTEPEEEHE D7 HRT F8, B B 02 & F A R H
NFRRKEAD LT FEERMEA T,

ABCDEF(G HI(JD KLMNOPQRST (M VW X (Y) (Z)
abcdef(g@ hi()klImnopgqrst (uw)viw x (y) (z)

Two pronunciations of Latin exist.

PLTERAFRF R & T,

One is called “Ecclesiastical”, because has been handed down through
generations as a living language used for Church services and songs. This
pronunciation corresponds to that of the Latin-derived words in Italian

—FhRERRAE “ B 227, B X F R B O s AR A% 2 % B K Rkl o AT
FEMERRIES S ABERFE R E T e,

The other is called “Restituta”, because it was recreated or restored by
scholars in the XIX century using both historical studies and linguistic analysis.
It is also called “Classical” because it is likely to have been very close to the
pronunciation used during Classical Roman times (late-Republic to early-

Empire).



6 HNTIEEMERE

73— FBRR R RS K PR X R e 5 AR A Ut 28 i ey 2 A D
SERFE RN 5 40 A TR B i A A e AR O e T PO R AR T iR
557l % T S R [ B 3 i [ 530D i R Y & O AR R

Simple basic rules of pronunciation of Latin i T 15 & 3 & 2 0
(with English as reference /S BEIELXE)

Ecclesiastical Pronunciation

RNTEBRRRAZRERE
Vowels TTEH
A Wi7E father B9 A& & villa / dat / alta / Maria
E WA they B (¥ %% sedet / de / emere / ex
1 - an4E machine B ) % % is / filii / sic / tibi / juventus
0 W7E no B EF domino / do / consto
u WAE put B & ut / curru / sub

Y 7 DA A B R A O ke ) L 80T
Y ) tyrannus / Pythagoras
s &% 0 hymn B 951"

Dipthtongs X T &

AE [8] e, WN7E they B i % &% saecula / Caesar / Sinae
OE [d] e, WNAE they B 1) & & oecumenicus / coepi
AU WAE out B % F laudo / cauda / nauta
Ul [8 wi, i e dwindle H ) % ¥ huic / sui

18] WMAE you B A& adiuvo / iustus




Consonants 3 &

LESSON 1 %—i® 7

C
- £ A,O,U g1, 4 call B % & capio / cor / custodes / caput
H

C € E. 1, AE. OF i i % church B | - .
. celo / caelum / Cicero / cedant
B4 ch &
G £ A,O0,U fi i, 7€ God, game H 1) A .

o gutta / Gallia / virgo
PR i K&
G

7 E,I,LAE 8 Y R4 job B j &% angelus / genui / agito
M
GN J& gn A G . WA canyon B ny B % 7% | regnum / magnum / gigno
H ANEH hora / honor
PH i feast B [ B9 &35 philosophia

HIWF qul &,k kw ¥, WFE quick
Q -y quae / quomodo

) & &
R RS i R AR, LT R B T laetare / videre
S e sit By &5 sede / lassus
SCI, SCE WAE she B 1) &5 scientia / nosce
TIA, TIE, | W4E adze B dz ) & 35 (except after s, t ) )

gratia, otium

TI1O,TIU , x or before h, ex. : iustior, Mathias)
\4 mIEHESK v exaltavit / videre
7z i adze B dz B9 % 3% baptizo

NB: In the Ecclesiastical pronunciation, there is no difference between

short and long vowels

FEBEAXRE T EA KT HEMEILE.

Sometimes, in written texts, it can be useful to recognize if a vowel is long
and short, especially in the ablative of the first declension and in the second
conjugation of verbs. In this case long vowels are written as follow: a ¢ i 0 u

and short as follow: a ¢ 61 u. -



8 R TIEEMEE

The dictionary can help decide if a vowel is long or short. T~ #. 0] L 4 By 3&
fi1¥E 8K 4o # . Diphtongs are always long. UG M EAEK & .

Classical (Restituta) Pronunciation

NTIEEAXRERX ZEFFE

Vowels JTT &

A K¥&F WN7E father B & A ¥ WAE ago B A& &%
E K# WA they B EH EM&E e get A&
I K& N4E machine B i) % & I M& e sit LAY L&
O k¥F N7E no B & ¥ O & W7 pot R A&
U k& WTE wba B & H U Ji ¥ e put B A&
Y 75 A B O R A ok i iR B
Y ot &8 U D0E PF g B
B’(]“‘L‘I"
Dipthtongs X 7T &
AE WAE high, pile B & %
AU WAE cow B & &
OE UI7E joy.soil B & T
Ul KA u FA i
Consonants i &
C
- BEEWNS . E call B A F
CR |
G
. SR MU, JNAE God , game LA
]
GN 20 4 N 7E hangnail B ngn i % &%
H MR AT WA hope B & &
PH i feast B [ f 43
Q HIULF qudl &, & kw & WAE quick iy & &




LESSON 1 % —i® 9

S
R BRI S AR TR SR B B
S WnAE sit B EE
SCI, SCE e sking B & ¥
TIA,TIE, TIO. TIU | #07E attend B t i &% &
\% MYEE R w R WA win BIR &
; (only found in words transliterated from Greek H ILF M 7 it & 5
H Mk 1 1) 4 adze B dz §9 % 5
The accent & %
In words of two syllables the accent? falls always on the first syllable.
KU H ] BRI AR -
Ex. : Roma caput mundi. [ Rome is head o f the world. |[ % 52 A 2. ]
In words of three or more syllables the accent usually falls on the second
last.

R — AR A B A B, B AR A L

Ex. : Adoléscens amabat ancillam. [ The young man loved the maid. ][ i 4F
A, ]

If the second last is a short syllable, the accent falls on the third last.

AEVECE A E T REET R AANE T EEFELEE -EFN L,

Ex. :continens [ mainland | [ K i ], agricola [ farmer ][ 4¢ 5 ], conditor
[ founder [ {574 .

Short syllables are those that contain a short vowel.

RE AR - D ECERE .

In Latin inscriptions often there is no difference between “U” and “V”
TEL AN TR 2, U RV A X5,

SENATUS POPULUSQUE ROMANUS

[the senate and the people of Rome |[ B T & M AR ]

can be written 1] # 5 SENATVS POPVLVSQVE ROMANYVS



