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Language Paving the Way for International Cooperation

[People’s Republic of China] Li Yuming

The proceedings are based on the first APEC (Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation) Education Forum held at Beijing Language and Culture University
(BLCU) in 2012.

Since its establishment in 1989, after more than two decades of development,
APEC has gradually emerged as both the most important economic cooperation
forum in the Asia-Pacific Region and a top-level intergovernmental economic
cooperation organization in the region. APEC was initiated to set up a multilateral
trade mechanism for interdependent economic cooperation and liberalization,
removing trade and investment barriers, promoting regional economic growth, and
safeguarding the common economic interests of the peoples in this region. It has
been proven by facts that APEC has made significant contributions to economic
cooperation and trade growth in the Asia-Pacific Region.

Different from other intergovernmental organizations ratified by treaties,
APEC functions through non-binding promises and members’ free will. APEC
emphasizes open dialogs and respect for members’ stance on an equal footing.

Judged by a conventional regional league, APEC seems a bit loose and inefficient,



but observed from a different perspective, it guarantees negotiation and equality
so that different demands can be more easily voiced by different countries and
regions.

Starting as an economic forum, APEC has concentrated its topics on
economic and trade cooperation. During their meetings on economic cooperation,
the leaders of the economy came to the natural realization that the training of
excellent personnel actually constitutes the basis for economic exchanges, which
led to the revelation that cultural exchanges can produce much farther-reaching
significance than mere economic exchanges. The APEC topics, consequently, are
extended to humanities, giving birth to the APEC Education Forum.

The APEC Education Forum is committed to expanding the people-to-
people exchanges between members, sharing the achievements of educational
development and reform, and reaching consensus in educational philosophy. As
an unstoppable trend, globalization and regional cooperation exert a profound
impact on education, requiring every member to be equipped with an international
vision to exercise self-adjustment against economic and cultural globalization.
As early as November 2008, during the APEC conference of education ministers
in Peru, each economy came to the following unanimous understanding: that
students in the 21st century must master certain core abilities and skills, including
critical thinking, creativity, and the ability to analyze and solve problems, and
pursue life-long learning, team spirit, self management and self learning, etc. The
attainment of these abilities should entail educational system reform, learning
concept transformation, knowledge integration, and technology enhancement. Also
during the conference, APEC identified four priorities for education: mathematics
and science, language (world language in particular), vocational and technical
education, ICT and educational system reform. Empirical studies and contrastive
policy research about key issues and action programs in the aforementioned areas
have been conducted.

As demonstrated, the APEC Education Forum has always viewed language
as the focal point in educational exchanges and personnel training. In this new era

of economic globalization, language is more than a communication instrument;

uone1adoo)) [euonewsaju] 10y Aep oy Suiaeg 29endue]




S o S > S B dir T} 5% 0 56 $2E 1

rather, it is a kind of resource. Language ability and cross-cultural communication
ability have become important elements of every economy. Every economy
finds it necessary to share with other economies knowledge and experience. This
requires every “economic man” in every economy to possess strong language
communication abilities to reach beyond borders between nations and regions,
thus breaking free from the “cage of language”, and fulfilling real exchanges and
cooperation in the Asia-Pacific Region. With the trend of economic globalization,
educational internationalization and cultural diversification, unprecedented
extensive economic, trade and cultural cooperation among APEC economies has
been going on in a multi-level, multi-purpose and multi-approach manner, creating
an increasing demand for top interdisciplinary talents with both specialized skills
and proficient world language ability. This is the goal of top talents training.

As shown by the language research led by Chile and Chinese Taipei, all
APEC members face a common problem: how to effectively train people who can
conduct cross-cultural exchanges by using more than two languages. Relatively
speaking, the Eastern economies are attaching increasing importance to English
teaching, stressing the inclusion of world language education at early stages,
especially the practical application of English. The economies where English
is the mother tongue, however, find it hard to motivate their students to learn a
world language, resulting in an inadequate supply of teachers of world languages.
To address the problem, APEC working groups proposed “mutual language
learning” which advocated that a standard of the teaching of English and other
languages shared by all the economies be worked out so that teachers’ professional
competence can be improved in world language teaching and language
education policy can be improved. From 2004 on, APEC has given first priority
to encouraging its members to learn each other’s languages. The fourth APEC
education ministers’ conference in 2008 identified language education as a priority
in educational cooperation for the period of 2008 to 2012.

Against this backdrop, the first World Language Education and Talents
Cultivation—APEC Education Forum was held at BLCU from September 10 to

11, 2012. The forum attracted educational officials, experts and linguists from



countries and regions such as the United States, China, South Korea and Thailand,
with the total number of foreign representatives reaching 87, including 14 from
developing economies, eight from developed economies, six volunteer participants
who have been approved by other economies, and 59 Presidents of foreign
universities and renowned experts in relevant fields.

Centering on the theme “world language education and talents cultivation
geared towards the 21st century”, the forum, by way of plenary speeches and sub-
forum discussions, facilitated explorations into world language education in the
following subjects: language policy and planning, educational standards, teacher
training, teaching models, and talents cultivation. During the plenary speeches,
14 educational officials and renowned experts in world language education from
China, Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Japan, South Korea, Malaysia,
Mexico, Peru, the Philippines, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, the United States, and
Vietnam respectively offered their insights and ideas. In the sub-forum on language
education policy and standards, educational officials from different economies
introduced their unique experience, strategies, methods and wisdom. In the sub-
forum on language education and cooperation with a cultural perspective, experts
shared their research findings in terms of curriculum standards and setting, and the
training model of talents cultivation in world language education.

It is evident that the forum contributed to the understanding of other
economies’ educational theories and technologies, sharing each other’s practical
experience and advanced concepts, and further promoting the exchange and
cooperation of world language education. This forum served as an opportunity
for us to establish an international platform for educational research and
cooperation, so that regular research and cooperation in language education and
personnel training can be launched in the Asia-Pacific Region to further boost
APEC’s influence on world language education and talents cultivation, ultimately
promoting the economic, social, cultural and educational cooperation and
development in this region.

This book covers the importance, feasibility and future of world language

education in four specific areas: language education policy and talents cultivation;
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Language education and cooperation from a cross-cultural perspective;
professional development for language teachers; and information technology and
language education project. These fully demonstrate the spectacular exchanges and
cooperation of divérse cultures in this forum. We, as the host of this forum, would
like to extend our sincere gratitude to the authors, guests and all those who have
given support and service to the forum. It is our sincere hope that the proceedings
can shed some light to all those who are interested in China and the economic,

cultural and educational exchanges in the Asia-Pacific Region.
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