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Foreword to Chinese Edition

I am overwhelmed with gratitude to Professors Dr. Xu and Dr. Zhai for
producing this translation and I am much obliged to you, the kind reader, for taking
this book in your hands. As you will see, the book is about evaluating and finding
desirable legal change. This translation gives the book the potential to provide much
greater help.

When I was writing this book, the primary reader, in my mind, would be my
students and colleagues, legal scholars in western universities. This Chinese
translation changes immensely the size of this book’s audience and for this I am in
the debt of Professors Xu and Zhai. What is more fascinating than the size of the
readership, however, is the sensitivity of jurisdictions to legal innovation. For
example, when I switched from the jurisdiction where I was born and received my
first legal education, Greece, to the jurisdiction where I received my graduate
education, where I now live, and where I produce my scholarship, the United
States of America, I felt a noticeable difference in the sensitivity of the jurisdiction
to legal scholarship. Greece approaches legal evolution or law reform with great
caution, while the United States has legal evolution as an integral part of its legal
system. This is very important for legal scholars and, naturally, for this book. I
feel that the legal scholar in the United States has the ear of the appellate judge in a
way that does not exist in Greece or the European Union.

The dramatic changes in the society and the economy of China in the last 30
years are much greater than those seen either in the United States or the European
Union. If we think of legal scholarship as an oar of legal change in the ship of
society , China is like a swift skiff to the lumbering triremes of the US and the EU.



2

EREFFNRESHE

Thus, the translation into Chinese increases dramatically the potential effectiveness
of this book, the same way that pulling an oar on a skiff produces much more speed
than pulling the oar of a trireme.

I do not say this only to underline how grateful I am to Professors Xu and Zhai
for this translation. Rather, the students who study law, now with the help of this
book, need to be sensitive to the greater power that they have in China compared to
the US or the EU. Because your society is changing faster and your law is changing
faster, you are more powerful and the welfare of your society depends on the wise
use of your power. I am deeply flattered to have my book be one of the tools that

can help you in this challenge.

Nicholas L. Georgakopoulos
The Harold R. Woodard Professor of Law
Indiana University
Robert H. McKinney School of Law
Indianapolis
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