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The For'biddén City

The Forbidden City(called “Zijin cheng” in chinese)
was the Chinese imperial palace from the Ming Dynasty to
the end of the Qing Dynasty. It is located in the centre of

Beijing, China, and now houses the Palace Museum. For

imperial HER almost 500 years, it served as the home of emperors and
dynasty 8 their households, as well as the ceremonial and political
ceremonial BEALAY center of Chinese government.
R # 3 1y ith significance on
significance B The name “Zijin Cheng” is a name with sig o
. many levels. Zi, or “Purple”, refers to the North Star, which
astrology 2H5 ¥ d s . . L
ccaltn S0 in ancient China was called the Ziwei Star, and in traditional
m
) Chinese astrology was the heavenly abode of the Celestial
residence {EFf . . . =
Emperor. The surrounding celestial region, the Ziwei
palatial SEzHY

Enclosure, was the realm of the Celestial Emperor and his
administered & I#

family. The Forbidden City, as the residence of the terrestrial
restoration (&5

royal 2=/
deluxe 49

emperor, was its earthly counterpart. Jin, or “Forbidden”,
referred to the fact that no one could enter or leave the
palace without the emperor’s permission.

An army of workers began construction in 1406, taking
only 14 years to complete the complex. It consists of 980
buildings and covers 720,000 m*. The palace complex
exemplifies traditional Chinese palatial architecture, and
has influenced cultural and architectural developments in
East Asia and elsewhere. The Forbidden City was declared a
World Heritage Site in 1987 by UNESCO as the “Imperial
Palace of the Ming and Qing Dynasties”, due to its significant
place in the development of Chinese architecture and culture.

Currently, it is administered by the Palace Museum,



which is carrying out a sixteen-year restoration project to repair and restore all
buildings in the Forbidden City to their pre-1912 state.

Now, it is open to tourists from home and abroad. Splendid painted
decoration on these royal architectural wonders, the grand and deluxe halls, with

their surprisingly magnificent treasures will certainly satisfy “modern civilians”.
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FRATLEFTSCEE I I, 2 BX R — 2P AR5 0 3]
L, BN15<a” AR “of "Fpk T He3Crh b &R, A
“an army of workers”, {REEAGEEMES “95 T4 PN"

TEHE SR SRR “—F A", EEHRNE 2,
4R TG HIp9#LA4E “a band of musicians” ( —{kGF5% ) |
EREAREIEE “a crew of sailors” (—PA#E1 ) , “a herd of cattle™ (—Jf
R, & FHNE ) 5 “a school of fish™ ( —{fiL) , “a swarm of bees™ ( —
F—m®, —p TS
"EBs —3h B, FRATEUTHOME, BN, RAGHRHER.
FE—EEXWE FIEE 2R R RENC, ERATH T A SO %,
#FBlogt, BEL GIEfEhEn, haeigik L.
RRETHH KT v
o | The Forbidden City
—
(¥ :&'%7 o] ﬁﬁﬁ D
E i 5 ;E 'FIJ § JZ: ) Being an emperor is awesome! When [ stepped into
. the [ 5t5 485 |, I suddenly had the idea of travelling

back to the ancient times and becoming an emperor. The
Forbidden City was built in the Ming and Qing Dynasties. It

served as the residence of 24 emperors and their families. The

palaces in it were really ( B H ) ! Besides, there
J were numerous (#1254 ) , which certainly appealed

to my eyes. It was really an unforgettable experience to me.
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