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Preface to the Chinese Translation

I am pleased to see the publication of our book “Probabilistic Graphical Models™ into
Chinese. We have seen tremendous interest in China in the topics covered by this book. Many
Chinese learners have written to us explaining the value of the book to their studies, and asking
for a more accessible version. Chinese researchers have also played a significant role in the
field, with many articles authored or co-authored by Chinese researchers emerging both from
Chinese institutions and from institutions outside of China. These papers have made major
contributions to the development of the field. We believe that the availability of this Chinese
version will help many Chinese readers learn and master the foundations of this important topic,
and that this will help further increase the ability of Chinese researchers to apply the ideas on
this field and to further contribute to it.

The translation effort was led by Professor Wang Fei-Yue, supported by Professor Wang
Jue and many helpers and collaborators. This effort was a 5-year project of monumental
proportions, and 1 want to deeply thank everyone on the team who contributed to it. I would
specifically like to take this opportunity to acknowledge Professor Wang Jue, a pioneer in
machine learning in China. Wang Jue was a big promoter of the translation effort, and without
his support, and the help of the many outstanding machine learning students who trained as his
students, the project might not have reached a conclusion. Professor Wang Jue sadly died of
cancer at age 66 in December 2014, and was unable to see the outcome of his work. However,

his memory lives on in the work of his students, and in the publication of this work.

With best regards,
Daphne Koller
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