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Whilst It Is Prim

resh Spring, the herald of loves mighty king,
In whose cote armour richly are displayd
All sorts of flowers, the which on each do spring,
In goodly colours gloriously arrayd—
Goe to my love, where she is carelesse layd,
Yet in her winters bowre not well awake:
Tell her the joyous time will not be staid,
Unlesse she doe him by the forelock take.
Bid her therefore her selfe soone ready make,
To wayt on love amongst his lovely crew.
Where every one, that misseth then her make,
Shall be by him amearst with penance dew.
Make hast, therefore, sweet love, whilest it is prime,

For none can call againe the passéd time.
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Since Brass, nor Stone, nor Earth,
nor Boundless Sea LXV

S ince brass, nor stone, nor earth, nor boundless sea,
But sad mortality o’ersways.their power,
How with this rage shall beauty hold a plea,
Whose action is no stronger than a flower?

Oh, how shall summer’s honey breath hold out
Against the wreckful siege of battering days.
When rocks impregnable are not so stout,

Nor gates of steel so strong, but Time decays?

Oh fearful meditation! where, alack!

Shall Time’s best jewel from Time’s chest lie hid?
Or what strong hand can hold his swift foot back?
Or who his spoil of beauty can forbid?

Oh none, unless this miracle have might,

That in black ink my love may still shine bright.
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Song to Celia

rink to me only with thine eyes,
DAnd I will pledge with mine;
Or leave a kiss but in the cup,
And I'll not look for wine.
The thirst that from the soul doth ﬁse
Doth ask a drink divine;

But might I of Jove’s nectar sup,

I would not change for thine.

I sent thee late a rosy wreath,

Not so much honoring thee

As giving it a hope, that there

It could not withered be.

But thou thereon didst only breathe,

And sent’st it back to me;

Since when it grows, and smells, I swear,

Not of itself but thee.
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To the Virgins, to Make Much of Time

Gather ye rose-buds while ye may.
Old Time is still a-flying;
And this same flower that smiles today,

Tomorrow will be dying.

The glorious lamp of heaven, the Sun,
The higher he’s a-getting,
The sooner will his race be run,

And nearer he’s to setting.

That age is best which is the first,
When youth and blood are warmer:
But being spent, the worse, and worst,

Times, still succecd the former.

Then be not coy, but use your time,
And while ye may, go marry:
For having lost but once your prime,

You may forever tarry.
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