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Feature:

Urban Innovation, New York

5.
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Under Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s administration, New York
City transformed significantly over the past 12 years, since 2002.
Mayor promoted “Greener, Greater New York”, and established
long-term scheme “PlaNYC” in order to tackle issues that the
city will face by 2030: population increase by one million,
deteriorating urban infrastructure, climate change, and so on.
There are pros and cons about his strong-willed urban policies,
but there are many residents of the city who have positive
opinion about them.

Long-neglected areas outside Manhattan, waterfront districts
and abandoned urban infrastructure that has supported
modernization in the past, are now reintroduced as parks

and pedestrian walkways thanks to rezoning efforts. In Lower
Manhattan, the apartment with micro-units, made possible by
changed building code, is under construction and will attract
younger residents. In Manhattanville, Columbia University is
planning a new campus with publicly open ground level. These
suggest the creation of urban structure capable of providing
places for diverse population. “Reshaping New York” (See

pp. 8-10) by New York Times vividly depicts different areas’
transformation, over 12 years, through measures such as the
number of new construction and population shift.

These changes in various areas of New York will expand the
capacity of the solid urban structure and further add resiliency
to it. Such malleable city could strengthen its charm by public
participation, not by top down method. There are already
movements prospering in New York where citizens are running
their own city. High Line which is operated by volunteers and
non-profit private junior high school in Harlem area are some of
the examples. What is happening is, perhaps, the transformation
of contemporary city and is found around the world.

In this edition, we would like to call these city-defining schemes
Innovation of City. Captured inside are the latest landscape of
New York, transforming by the Innovation. (a+u)
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Research:

Reshaping New York

The New York Times
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From Buildings to Bike Lanes to Painting Over Broadway,
How the City Changed In 12 Years of Bloomberg

During his three terms, Mayor Michael Bloomberg profoundly
changed the landscape of the city, putting parks along its
waterfronts, changing zoning rules to spur development and
turning streets into bike lanes and pedestrian plazas. Here are
some of the ways that Bloomberg transformed the physical
appearance of New York.
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One World Trade Center
became New York's tallest building
on April 30, 2012, almost eight
years after its groundbreaking in
2004,
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New bUIldlngS constructed during Bloomberg's tenure
as mayor. Includes some buildings that are not finished.
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Yim Most of Staten Island was -
rezoned in 2004 in an attempt to ’
* stem a flood of town house
developments. Building permits
dropped soon after, and housing
growth during Bloomberg's 4 "
tenure was half of what it was . L - . s
during the 1990s. -
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A Third of the City Rezoned

Bloomberg and Amanda M. Burden, director of the Department of City
Planning, rezoned 37 percent of the city and claimed credit for creating
opportunities for high-density growth along subway corridors while
preserving low-density neighborhoods. Critics said that this simply
cleared the way for gentrification and that the city fell behind on
building affordable housing for lower-income New Yorkers. An
often-cited example is the dilapidated industrial waterfront in
Williamsburg, now the city’s nascent fifth skyline. Whether the

luxury high-rises of Williamsburg are good or bad for the city is a
matter of continuing debate among city politicians and
residents, and is even a plot line in the HBO series “Girls.”
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Areas rezoned during
Bloomberg's tenure
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The historically industrial waterfront areas of
Long Island City and Williamsburg were
transformed by the construction of towering
glass-clad residential buildings.
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From the Barclays Center to several new
buildings over 20 stories tall, new
construction was scattered through the area
from Downtown Brooklyn to Prospect

New Bloomberg-era homes pepper
the brownstone neighborhoods along
DeKalb Avenue, Pulaski Street and
Hart Street in Bedford-Stuyvesant
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The census counted 10,000 fewer
blacks in Central Harlem , and about
that many more whites. More than 100
new residential buildings were built.

BEADEEHIE, RRBPORNBEAR
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This image: Graphic by Ford Fessenden, Archie Tse. Tim Wallace. Derek Watkins.
Jeremy White and Karen Yourish. Sources: Heights of buildings built before 2010

Jfrom an analysis of lidar data by Professor Sean C. Ahearn and Gordon Green,

Center for Advanced Research of Spatial Information, Hunter College: new
buildings. building footprints. estimates of post-2010 building heights. rezoning
and additional building information from the N.Y.C. City Planning and Buildings
Departments.

The Bronx saw gentrification in some
areas as new buildings filled empty lots,
but poverty rose in other areas nearby.
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Hundreds of new residences were
built in Flushing, accommodating an

influx of East Asians. The Asian
population swelled by 10,000.
ENEMRETHES, FTAMZABR
No TMADHEAT 10 000A

_ Yankee
Stadium
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Infill houses appeared across
Bushwick, and gentrifiers arrived in
greater numbers: College-educated

i . : 3 residents doubled to 10,000 from 2000
ST 5 . t0 2010.
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AR Sl Transforming Neighborhoods
BT
X Whites and the college-educated moved into neighborhoods, like
Harlem, that had been home to minorities and those with lower
incomes.Rezoning encouraged inclusion of affordable units, but the 5 s
poor were pushed out as housing prices rose. In the Melrose oS - THE ROCKAWAY§ =~ N
neighborhood of the Bronx, a host of developments drew enough new N St &3 ST e SRR
residents to drop the poverty rate in one census tract by 20 a0l P FSIETE
percentage points. But in some nearby tracts, poverty ranks swelled. . LA
aggliva In Queens, the city rezoned Hunters Point in Long Island City, a

residential and commercial area behind an industrial waterfront, in
2004. Now, it has a high-rise skyline and a dozen new luxury
medium-rise buildings scattered nearby. Population is up 2000, but
600 poor people have left.
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== Bike lanes created during
Bloomberg's tenure

Existing lanes

Turf War Over Asphalt

The mayor fought a war of attrition with the automobile. He sought to transform
bicycling from a recreational activity into a real alternative to cars. By 2013, the city
had added about 450 miles of bike lanes carved mostly from the city's roadways.
Some curbs and medians were installed to separate pedalers from cars, but many of
the lanes were demarcated simply with painted asphalt, much as blue paint divided
automobiles from pedestrians along sections of Times Square and Broadway.
Bloomberg lost his most ambitious offensive against cars when the State Legislature
defeated his plan for “congestion pricing” in 2008, but he doubled down on biking

Y
with a popular bike-sharing system this year.
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DEMETRIUS FREEMAN / THE NEW YORK TIMES

A Boom in New Housing

In spite of a recession and foreclosure crisis, the mayor presided over a boom in
residential construction, encompassing everything from new aeries for the rich in
Manhattan to disappearing vacant lots in the South Bronx. New York has added
40,000 new buildings since he took office, and the census counted an additional
170,000 housing units in 2010, up from 10 years earlier, more than any other city.
Neighborhoods with the most growth: post-9/11 downtown; the West Side from
Chelsea to Lincoln Square and Central Harlem in Manhattan; the Rockaways, Long
Island City and Flushing, Queens; Williamsburg, Bushwick and Bedford-Stuyvesant,
Brooklyn; the South Bronx.
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A Preference for Building

“We have beaten the odds and the obstructionists over and over again,” the mayor
triumphantly declared in his State of the City address in March. He chose an appropriate
venue: the Barclays Center, the new home of the Brooklyn Nets, which was a lightning rod for
his all-out development policy. A vigorous opposition was beaten in the courts and the City
Council in much the same way he often steamrolled opposition to his comprehensive
rethinking of development. His 120 rezoning proposals were approved by the Council. The
city arranged cheap public-backed financing for developers at a rate that dwarfed that of his
predecessor, including bonds that helped build Barclays, as well as new stadiums for the
Yankees and the Mets.
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Maﬁps of Five Cities 1:300,000

5EEmMAME 1 @ 300 000

Maps of five cities (New York City, London, Paris, Singapore,
Tokyo) on a scale of 1:300,000 comparing area, population and
population density. Scale of projects happening in New York
could be understood through these maps at the same scale. (a+u)

S E 5 s (A2, ek, AL, Fid, ZAn0) 1 : 300000 Ay
MR EER, AN, NS, 38 10 53 2 [E] Ho ] i o AT PATE S s
THEA 50 B A, ()

Montmartre Beitway

« Arc de Triomphe Belleville

* Bois de Boulogne 3 « Paris
By * Tour Eiffel
Montparnasse
£ Parc Floral
= de Paris
+ Parc Montsouris
Paris / 2%
Area: 105.4 km*
Population: 2,234,105 (as of 2009)
Population density: 21,200 / km®
* Upper Seletar Reservoir Punggol
Sengkang
Choa Chu
Ang Mo Kio H
+ Upper Peéirce Resoervoir eugang
* MacRitchie Reservoir
Bukit Timah
Clementi Geylang

+ Singapore Botanical Garden

* Marina Bay
«Singapore

Sentosa Island

Singapore / Hilmyk

Area: 716.1 km’
Population: 5,399,200 (as of 2013)
Population density: 7,540 / km*

Fort Lee
Bronx
Harlem
North Bergen
» Central Park
Union City
Upper East Side
Astoria
Midtown
Long Island City
Jersey City
*New York
Williamsburg

New York City /4%

Area: 783.834 km’

Population: 8,336,697 (as of 2012 est)
Population density: 10,635 / km’

* Parliament Hill

* Queen Elizabeth
Olympic Park

* Regent’s Park _ Edge of City of London

Paddington City of London e

Canary Wharf
*Buckingham Palace

Isle of Dogs
c

* Greenwich
Fulham Park *©

« Dulwich park

London /&%

Area: 1,579 km’

Population: 8,173,941 (as of 2011)
Population density: 5,180 / km’

Yamanote Line
/

Ikebukuro g
Ueno Asakusa

| /

w Akihabara

Shin;:uku /
* Impefial Palace
#Tokyo
* Meiji Jingu i iy
[
Shibuya * Tokyo Tower Toyosit
\ s
\ 2
- \

. Shinagawa

Tokyo / %%t

Area (23 wards): 622.99 km’
Population: 9,002,488 (as of 2013)
Population density: 14,450 / km’
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How is New York City being Rebuilt?

ALMATER?

New York at a Crossroads
New York continues to flourish as a global crossroads — a notion
that implies transience, an intersection promoting commerce,
culture or communication. Ironically, as towers continue to
multiply and sprout across the boroughs, adding to the ambient
gigantism, the city’s increasingly softening edges and heart
(parkland lacing its riverfront, rambles strung along formerly
abandoned infrastructure and bicycle lanes) speak to humane
qualities that invite longer interaction and sustainable living.
Through a 21st century filter that emphasizes design’s central
role in making healthy places and spaces, institutionalized in
New York’s Active Design Guidelines, Scorsese’s former “Mean
Streets” now seem more vulnerable, attuned to the human
footfall. New Yorkers claim new, approachable intersections
between design, the power of human vision, and human health,
new crossroads that animate and humanize the overwhelming,
inexorable leap upward. grounding and energizing this most
concentrated place on earth.
Robert vy
Chief Executive Officer. The American Institute of Architects

Interestingly New York City has seen a surge in design thinking
on many levels since the tragedies of September 11, 2001. As
some people like to point out, New York City knows how to
bounce back. More international designers have arrived in the
city since then and this mix with the local manner of thinking
has produced a vibrant, hybrid design character. Even more
exciting is the rise of smaller companies amidst the giants.
These lesser know entities are producing unexpected solutions
to a range of problems. Of course these smaller companies still
suffer in a context where it is difficult to realize many of their
ideas but I have seen this also shifting. The city agencies have
been more progressive in the last decade providing opportunity
for design excellence alongside epic moves in rezoning and
rethinking city streets. It is a good time to be in the city. Let’s
hope the next step is toward better environmental planning to
combat the stresses burgeoning along the shoreline.

Craig Dykers, Founding Partner of Snohetta
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Cities are constantly evolving, shaped by the internal and
external forces acting upon them. They must be malleable and
elastic in order to respond to the needs and desires of their
citizens, as well as environmental conditions. Over the past
decade, resiliency has gained prominence among the adjectives
describing New York’s urban development. Revised zoning has
revitalized entire neighborhoods, while new models of public-
private partnership have injected significant investments into
a variety of large scale public projects. The city has responded
to the challenges brought by the evolving climatic conditions
implementing low-visibility, high-impact measures. Though it
will take decades to evaluate the results of the work that has
been done under the Bloomberg administration, one thing is
certain, and certainly positive: the challenges and opportunities
offered by the physical form of the city have come back to the
forefront of public discourse, shining a spot-light on the effects
architecture and urban planning have on the life of the city and
its residents.

Diller Scofidio + Renfro

NYC - The Historical Museum of Central Heating

New York, in its effort to develop into a world-class vet
comfortable city, copied the visual and physical European
refinements such as bicycle lanes, pedestrian plazas, and
riverside parks, but failed to see that cities such as Amsterdam.
Copenhagen, Hamburg, and Stockholm are studies in invisible
comfort.

I propose the next round of NYC transformations be one that
will mostly go unnoticed around the world, and that may not
help city officials create visibili‘ty in the short term, but that will
drastically improve the livability of the city in the long run.
Let’s start with body temperature.

Outside it may be near-freezing from fall to spring, but inside

a good percentage of New York’s one million-plus buildings

a relentless heat wave hits every year. Most buildings run on
outdated centralized heating systems that create uncontrollable
sauna-like environments.

In what we think is one of the most forward-looking cities of
the world, most people cannot regulate their unit’s temperature,
and in the middle of winter people, plants, and pets suffer from
permanent dehydration in overheated units.

There should be no prominent western city today that deals
with something as simple as temperature in such a wasteful and
tangibly disturbing manner. Thousands of windows cranked
open in the middle of winter? It is simply absurd.

I am rallying for an extensive upgrade to NYC's heating systems.
It may be invisible, and unsexy, but oh my . . . that will be a
transformation.

David van der Leer — Executive Director, Van Alen Institute
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Social Infrastructure
New York City is a pragmatic metropolis, a man-made mountain
of high-rises for industry, commerce, and finance. Yet, an
integration of the landscape and outdoor space with the urban
environment has become ever more prevalent in the recent
years. Many of the former industrial sites, such as the piers
and High Line, have been reinterpreted to become an oasis for
the people. Pedestrianization of Broadway, creation of bicycle
path and the introduction of Citi Bike at large scale are also
such transformation. In this sense, New York City is becoming
more like Copenhagen, but at higher density and diversity.
In our work with the U.5. Department of Housing and Urban
Development on the flood protection measures for the lower
Manhattan, we are exploring the possibility to make this area
respond to the climate change and the increased flooding risk.
At the same time, we taking a next step and investigating the
ways to make these protection measures help increase the
quality of life at the waterfront. In all of these instances, the two
contradicting urban characters — density-efficiency and open
space — are jointly contributing to make the spaces in the city
more desirable for the people.

Bjarke Ingels, Founding Architect of BIG

Much is going on in New York. The city is being transformed at
a rapid pace. Large projects are being produced on available sites
that require massive amounts of capital, over existing railroad
yards, or huge former industrial sites, eg. Atlantic Yards or
Trump Place. Deteriorating rail lines, waterfront piers of former
times are being repurposed or converted to parks and public
recreational areas, eg. Chelsea Piers, Highline, Brooklyn Bridge
Park.
Unfortunately a major element of change is being driven by
“gentrification”. Outmoded or decrepit buildings are being
replaced. This phenomenon is effectively changing vast areas of
the existing fabric. With little focus or scrutiny from the “design
community,” it is developer-driven and for the most part done
without much thought. In major portions of the city, this will
become the city of the future. Architectural thinking is seen as
a luxury item not relevant to the real needs of the development
process. Architects need to acquire multi-faceted knowledge and
accept previously shunned responsibilities (to ensure the quality
and cost of the built result) in order to change this perception,
and merit participation.
All players in the process of designing and building have
retreated into ever shrinking silos of responsibility. The plus
in GLUCK+ is meant to represent our impulse to go beyond; to
break through silo walls to engage in facets of both thinking and
making that have been avoided by architects. There are many
needed pluses. With the addition of these pluses, architects can
be the logical quarterbacks of the development game.

By Peter L. Gluck, Principal of GLUCK+
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