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Mr. Zhu asked me to write a prelude to Mr. Geng Hong xuan’s painting collection,and I
agreed. To be frank,submerged in piles of paintings day in and day out,I have become insensitive
in finding good works. Seldom did any picture strike me as marvellous.

But there is something commendable in Mr. Geng’s paintings. Take his painting The Lotus

in Fall for example,the spirit of traditional literati mixes quite well with folk arts, which reflects

the painter’s pursuit. With the thick ink and alternate use of long and short lyric lines, the paint-
ing shows an overwhelming oriental charm . If recommending some excellent Chinese paintings to
be exhibited in Western countries,I’d vote for this one in the first place.

Sometimes it is even difficult for us Chinese to understand and evaluate Chinese paintings,
without mentioning the westerners. It’ s often taken for granted that only those popular or best—
selling works are good. This judgment would de misleading.

The true masterpiece is, firstly,to represent the pursuit of the unity between form and con-
tent ,of the expression of one’s true feelingssand of speaking in his own art language and singing

songs with his own voice. In this sense,I have a preference for The Lotus in Fall by Mr. Geng

Hong xuan, in which I can appreciate both his artistic taste and his personality.

Cheng Dali
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