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Preface

Lighting Design in China

In a snowy winter of 2002, | came to Beijing from Edinburgh. Little did | imagine, from the Beijing Shangri4a Hotel project to today’ s
projects, | have witnessed the rapid development of lighting design in China in the past decade.

After graduating from the University of London SOAS with a degree in Comparative Literature, | went to study Design
Management. Coincidently, | joined Lighting Design Partnership International (LDPi) in Edinburgh to work in lighting design
and have started my career in this field since then.

The real estate industry in China has experienced a vigorous growth in the last ten years. Residential buildings and complex-
es sprang up rapidly. As one of the early overseas returnees, | have signed many projects in the Chinese market and have
the fortune to witness the growth of the urban lighting design.

At LDPi’" s early stage in China, residence and hotel projects formed a major part of the company’ s profile. The commercial
property is blossoming in recent years. In the next decade, with the beginning of Internet era, customer experience, individu-
alized and differentiated space design will be much more important in commercial environment. An era with lighting design
becoming even more necessary is coming.

Nevertheless, fashionable design is not always the pursuit of LDPi. For most of the time, our designs are rich in quietness,
symmetry and rhyme. Being too fashionable more or less plays with the danger of being vulgar. We believe that LDPi is an
architectural lighting design company rather than a stage lighting design company. We would like to look at the world in a
more perdurable and sustainable way. Temporarily catching eyeballs is not what LDPi is here for. This very concept gains us
many clients who are more cultural oriented, such as Vanke, Shangrita, Banyan Tree, CapitaLand, Marriott, Hilton and etc.

As opposed to planning institutes, LDPi seldom works on government project. One of the reasons is that governmen-
tal projects often require local resources; another is that those projects rarely separate lighting design and construction.
Therefore, the abuse of lights has become a common project problem in many cities. Additionally, planning projects are also
rare in LDPi’ s profile since the final results of many plannings are hard to guarantee.

| would like to express my gratitude to every client that has cooperated with LDPi in the past years. Clients’ unfamiliarity with
lighting and the limited budget often create challenges to lighting designers. Therefore, we always work even harder to select
the most appropriate lighting device rather than the expensive ones. A good designer is just like a conductor of an orchestra,
gathering different kinds of musical instrument that performers harmoniously use to play a beautiful melody. In our endeavors
in the past decade, LDPi cares most about how to help its customers achieve the highest return on investment.

The clients are the true master of their own projects. Each time when our design team joined a project, they have always
been able to discover many outstanding working partners, including architects, curtain wall consultants, landscape design
companies, interior design companies and etc. | remembered once | talked to John Sorrell, the founder of UK Design Week,
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asking why there are so many excellent designs in Britain. His answer was because there are many outstanding clients,
which | deeply agreed with. Without CapitaLand’ s strong support in the facade lighting design of the Beijing Raffles City,
there would not be such a magnificent night view from Dongzhimen. CapitaLand’ s insistence on the engineering consultant,
Arup, with designing a window that could be maintained from the outside was troublesome at first. But eventually it was made
possible to avoid maintaining lighting fixtures within the architecture and guaranteed the lighting effect on facades.

My gratitude also goes to those top architectural design companies in the world that create so many amazing architectures.
Once a client invited Steven Holls Architects to interview us and | was asked by Mr. Li Hu as a lighting designer, which part |
thought was the most challenging. | said “it is the handling of the whole process in a professional way as it needs a huge amount
of work” . He then asked whether it is because of communication. | agreed. A professional designer cannot live without great com-
munication skills. Lighting designers may encounter even more communications in the course of a project. For example, if a lighting
designer gets a project to be responsible for its interior and outdoor lighting, then the lighting designer needs to closely communi-
cate with the following parties:

Property Management
& Facility Group A Architectural Design and Construction

LLandscape Design \

and Construction Lighting /r Curtain Wall Design and Construction

/ Designer
Decoration Design / \

Mechanical Engineering Design

Interior Furnish Company

Interior Designer

Therefore, a designer not only needs professional knowledge, but also needs to know with whom, when and how to com-
municate. Large chances are that clients do not know when they need a lighting designer to be involved, so it is of great
importance to actively talk to them and let them know at exactly which point that a lighting designer is a must. Meanwhile, the
lighting designer also has to clearly know whether a 250mm light cove or a smaller space needs to be designed.

| would like to thank each and every engineering contractor and manufacturer who devoted themselves to realize the wonder—
ful lighting effects together with our designers. But at the same time, LDPi always maintains its distance and independence from
manufacturers and contractors. Such persistence is widely accepted and respected by our fellow colleagues and clients, which is
also one of the most fundamental core values that makes LDPi what it is.

| would also like to thank each and every member of LDPI. In fact, when | first went back to China, many clients did not understand
what exactly a lighting designer does. Therefore, we insisted on providing a full-design consultancy to ensure the quality of each
project and the final lighting results. Sometimes, after a project is completed, we even continue to work with our clients to resolve
any outstanding point. This now has become a routine of LDPI.

This book not only presents a selection of cases of the past ten years LDPi has done in China, covering hotels, commercial
complexes, office buildings, residential areas as well as educational projects. It also reflects the course of development of
lighting design in China. Light, illuminates our life and hearts and brings us hope. We are lucky enough to be in such a good
era and we are so happy and proud to be the lighting designers who help to switch on people’ s life. A million thanks to eve-
ryone!

Tewa Srilaklang
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Preface

Lighting for Generations

Like most living creatures, lighting is the first and the last element that one experiences. But during the course of a lifetime,
lighting contributes to witnessing, interacting and living in an environment, whether it is the natural formation of a beautiful rain-
bow or the changes of a country.

In 2010, residential and commercial lighting contributed 12% or about 502.8 billion kWh of the total China electricity consump-
tion (Xinhua news 2011-01-17). In 2011, residential and commercial lighting contributed about 461 billion kWh, or 12% of the
total US electricity consumption (US Energy Information Administration estimates).

Together with architects, interior and landscape designers, lighting designers have the unique opportunity to cooperate on
projects contributing to the growth of a country such as China, certainly by keeping in mind that it should also be done in a
responsible and sustainable manner.

When we meet customers, lighting design is always presented as a discipline which is one step behind architectural, interior
and landscape designs. From a process point of view, lighting designers cooperate and wait until each design stage of archi-
tects, interior and landscape designers is completed and confirmed by the customer before starting its own lighting design
stage. From a historical point of view, since the beginning of the new millennium, lighting design is in its secondary stage in
China. It is like an outstanding teenager who has yet to graduate from high school, while architects, interior and landscape
designs are recognized big brothers and sisters who have long graduated from university and are already in their professional
career.

Being independent from any lighting manufacturer or third party ensures that LDPIi relies solely on the quality of its design
and the integrity of its team to manage a project internally from A-+to-Z. At the same time, LDPi values learning as a way of
improvement. Therefore, from 2008, it has joined the Transnational Tanteidan, a non-profit group dedicated to the study of
lighting culture through practical methods, mainly by engaging in fieldwork.

Form 2009, as part of its corporate social responsibilities, 2% of its net profit is allocated for kids from the Liuba, Shaanxi prov-
ince to attend a one month English summer camp at the Shanghai Giraffe English School; in 2010, it initiated the Switch on
Beijing international lighting festival, making creative design with lighting an understandable and accessible visual pleasure for
the mass, transferring itself into Switch on China.

The lighting stories included in this book not only reflect the fact that LDPi has been engaged in China’ s lighting design since
2002, but they also are stories about how lighting, with team work, can change perception. This book has the hope that the

field of lighting design receives further acknowledgement and recognition in China as it already did in some other countries.

Happy birthday LDPi!

Dominique Phommahaxay
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Preface

Apperception from Growth

| joined LDPI in March 2004 and the last ten years with the team have been the most important years in my life. There were
still very limited lighting design companies in China, | learnt from a friend of mine that a professional British lighting design
company entered Beijing and was pretty determined to selfrecommend. Luckily, with the approval of Lawrie from the UK
headqguarter, | became a member of LDPI. After participating in the design and management of various projects, including
hotels, office buildings, residential area, schools and urban complexes, | have gained extensive experience in lighting design
and built up project management skills with our Executive Director Tewa Srilaklang's guidance. The continuous practice of the
theories from Eastern and Western cultures also forged me to become one of the partners of the company.

LDPi has contributed to many platforms combining creative lighting design, such as non-profit events like Switch on China,
TNT Lighting Detectives, which are widely recognized within the field. Working under various rules and reguirements is a
routine in lighting designers' career, which we may easily get tired of. My first artwork for Switch on Beijing is the Floating
Labyrinth, expressing the state of mind that people may have while finding the exit in this labyrinth, which is just like those of
lighting designers born in 1980s looking for the sense of belonging in a big city. The exit will eventually be found with unremit-
ting effort. | told myself to maintain enthusiasm and interests in lighting design, to explore and try lighting methods in various
spaces. Gradually, | began to think about presenting light naturally rather than merely considering the composition of lights. As
the skills built up and the understanding towards lighting design enhanced, | now focus more on the feelings brought by natu-
ral lights to people and attempt to embrace them into my design; meanwhile | also consider more about the comfort that lights
bring, seek for the perfect integration of light and space and try not to create a feeling that light is something extra. There is an
interaction between light and mankind, where one can understand and use light.

I would like to take this opportunity to extend my gratitude to Tewa Srilaklang and LDPI!

The best memories are in the heart.

Zhang Jing



1S53

S —NERERNTRE, AERSREL HETER T . IFERE LDPi AUt B Pr{EERISS ORI
—RERRAE LT 1h

LOPi hiEmEKEERERBERTHON ORI, SEMEITESEESNEANEREEI—, 25 LIFEEERANR
THEk. FENTIRANRIT L, BEESE T RRRRROTEEME, AL TITEARSHIEMARITE, SEENSNEASNES, BX
FOETTERRINA, FHEDEE. SHPFIMRORLEERRT TIARE R,

—BmE/KERREREE

BAVEALESRAELIE P M LDPI T FF S IE TIN5
—EE

EIMERINERNE(ETRES, THEEMEIR,
—EREF I RMEIE

DB, ME. BLES S EE MR,
— A E

5 LDPi fEsi kBT mmE P EEBREIR#% .. Steven Holl Architects 5 L’ Observatoire International gt
MRS RE— B WERFNEFH EHAIERER THIPHA R HRIERSE . LDPI T, SEESIARIITIAY
T HRIERMIRE AR s N A .

REFSTERFAEE XS LDPI &1E.

—— Steven Holl Architects

The Buchan Group 2—1MEERUMIBFRIZITESHT, FARLMERITNSE, E6RENEFRMNSE, AENEN
ERRBIREIRITIRSS, SEFEN—LIRMEERRN . BITLURERERB R LEA— MERANRITHEN SEBERR
EEFEERHEBIIRRIRITARSS . The Buchan Group BRI MGRITRIZEFPARTIBUMMENEEM, AT
ZENREBUIRE RN 5, MAUE—THRSHEMINAS . ZEEIEEMEANEEYE, NRENEHTSE
I, The Buchan Group SiERZBRERIHIZ SIS M RENRITFE.
BIISHEFNEATEKRNBERITERSEAEFRES®,. SIFfEWAIRS . LDPI Mi2—5XENT W ERRZIT
NE). BIEMEFELTIERN, The Buchan Group #0 LDPIi EEERZSNEMRERE W INE EEdmINEE.

—— The Buchan Group

10



Acknowledgements

It'"s been a long and arduous process for one and all for the coming together of Raffles City Chengdu. A big thank-you is due
to LDPi team for the hard work and dedication that is put in.
—— CapitaLand Raffles City Chengdu

The lighting design from LDPI for Narada Resort & Spa Perfume Bay perfectly combines the light with the natural surround-
ings of the hotel, offering a harmonious integrated whole picture. The design of lighting sources not only takes the functional
lighting into consideration, but also showcases the beauty and decorative nature of the devices and respects the architecture
and the connotation of the environment. The interaction of light and shadow enhances the expression of spaces. Issues such
as energy saving, environmental protection and easy maintainance were also considered by LDPI.

—Narada Resort & Spa Perfume Bay

We have gained valuable knowledge in testing and evaluating lights from LDPj in the CapitaLand Raffles City Beijing project.
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We seek out only the very best designers and local experience to collaborate with and choose lighting specialists with a com-
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