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Preface

Since | wrote my first English poem in late 2001, it's been
more than ten years of intermittent poetry writing, resulting in
just under 500 English poems that recorded my thoughts and
feelings during that period of time. The 280 poems in this
collection are mostly selected from the output of the most recent
two years. For easier access, the book consists of three parts.
Images, Thoughts, and Sentiments.

“Images” includes scenes of nature and mental visions,
describing the tangible and the imagined. * Thoughts™ focuses
on thinking about life and the world. “Sentiments” is marked by
personal feelings and emotions. 1t's obvious that the three parts
stand not in total isolation from each other since images could
symbolize thoughts and sentiments, while thoughts and senti-
ments could be embodied by images.

As for the poems themselves, exposure to poets of a roman-
tic persuasion, such as Percy Shelley and John Keats, left a
deep impression on my teenage sensitive heart. Naturally I wrote
about pensive yearnings and unrequited love for the first four or
five years after | embarked on the road of English poetry writing.
This is evident in the Sentiments part. Getting older I began to
break free from the mold of self-pity, expanding my horizons to

include memories, the beauty of nature, and meditations on life



when I resumed writing after a long hiatus about two years ago.

Metaphor runs through many of my poems, imparting quali-
ties of people or animals to inanimate things. The average length
of a poem in this collection is 20 lines or so, in an attempt to
pack a punch without hurting the integrity of a poem. Haiku, as
an Oriental poetry form popular in the West that epitomizes
economy with words and is inspired by natural scenery, appeals
to me particularly, and some of my attempts at writing it are
included in the Images part.

Regarding subjects and images, [ wrote about things with-
out border; relatively universal happenings people in all parts of
the world can relate to, such as rain, snow, wind, and clouds.
For someone who has never lived abroad, this is an inevitable
approach, and 1 hope its benefit in terms of access to a wider
readership, together with the desired effect of simple writing,
could endear this book to non-native speakers at an intermediary
or above level of English reading.

Throughout this book, words that may leave one with a
heavy heart do exist, but only because I hope the therapeutic
effects I felt writing them could somehow work on the reader, for
confronting the pain could hopefully change one’s perception of it
and empower one to fight against it with more conviction. More
poems in this collection, however, follow a different vein, at-
tempting to highlight the subtle beauty in life or nature that may
be easily overlooked, extol the wonder of love, and praise the

strength of hope and will. That's why this book is called



Silver Lines.

To see one’s work on the shelf of a book store repays
immensely their author’s willing toil, but no author in the right
frame of mind could claim all the credit for the creative process.
Hence I'd like to thank my parents for their love and patience,
and those who've encouraged or helped me along the way, espe-
cially Pan Chongkun, Pei Yuhua, Robert Cloud, and James

William Bruner, for adding even more fuel to my fire.
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