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i * . ‘g Preface

The intangible cultural heritage of China is the cultural treasure which has been created by the Chinese
people a long time ago and it contains the Chinese typical spiritual values, thinking modes and cultural
consciousness and reflects the Chinese people’s values, aesthetic pursuit and affective memory. The intangible
cultural heritage is the result of Chinese people’s wisdom and the bond which connects the national affection
and it is the foundation of protecting the cultural identity and cultural sovereignty of our country. The
intangible cultural heritage carries the password of cultural life of our nation; meanwhile, it is also the treasure
of civilization of the mankind. Protecting and making good use of the intangible cultural heritage have great
significance on passing national culture, strengthening national confidence and rallying power, improving
cultural soft power, constructing a harmonious society and promoting the sustainable development of the
society and economy.

Shandong is one of the important birthplaces of Chinese civilization and has a long cultural history and it
has not only left a great deal of tangible cultural heritage but also created various intangible cultural heritage
which continuously, deeply influences the spiritual world, behaviour and social life of contemporary people
and shows brilliant light in all aspects and has great influence both at home and abroad. In recent years, the
protection of intangible cultural heritage of Shandong Province has achieved a lot under the great attention and
correct leadership of Shandong Provincial Party Committee and Shandong Provincial Government and the
efforts of various circles of society. Till now, Shandong Province has already set up sound protecting system of
intangible cultural heritage and directory system which contains four levels: nation, province, city and county.
Shandong Province takes lead in completing the intangible cultural heritage census of the whole province.
There are 118, 930 census enumerators and 1, 180, 900 person-time volunteers who have taken part in the census
activity and collected 1, 013, 500 intangible cultural heritage clues, sorted out 43, 980 intangible cultural heritage
items and edited 39, 434 volumes of census data. Thus, a great deal of precious and endangered intangible
cultural heritage items are saved effectively. The “Four-One” mode created by our province is accepted by
Ministry of Culture and popularized among the whole country on intangible cultural heritage census. The Party
Committee and Government of the different level of the whole province pay much attention to the protection
of intangible cultural heritage and support it actively. The protection funds and dynamics increase gradually.
Protecting and making good use of the intangible cultural heritage have already been the highlight of the
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cultural construction and the focus of the various media reporting. Protecting and making good use of the
intangible cultural heritage and promoting the development of the cultural undertakings and culture industry
have already been the common sense of the whole society. In October 2010, Shandong Province successfully
held the First Fair of Intangible Cultural Heritage in China which showed the colourful and excellent intangible
cultural heritage resources and got good social and economic benefits.

At present, our province has already brought out 419 intangible cultural heritage directories in two batches
and 153 of them are declared state-level intangible cultural heritage projects. Meanwhile, the province brought
out 1, 415 items of municipal level and 5, 104 items of county level. What we will publish is the first and second
batches of Shandong provincial intangible cultural heritage directories in 2006 and 2009 respectively. These
items have high value and great influence, such as Memorial Ceremony of Confucius, Taishan Shi Gandang,
the Legend of Meng Jiangnti, Weifang Kites, the Block-Printed New Year Picture of Yangjiabu, Liaozhai Folk
Songs, Wind and Drum Music of Southwestern Shandong Province, Fishing Songs, Yangko Dance, Liuzi Opera,
Lii Opera, Shandong Bangzi, Shandong Dagu, Shandong Clapper Ballad, Shandong Qinshu, Shadow Play,
Acrobatics, Liangshan Martial Arts, Praying Mantis Boxing, Lu Embroidery, the Culinary Craft of Shandong
Cuisine, Ejiao, which are very typical and the excellent representatives of Shandong cultural heritage. In order
to push forward the exploration, sorting and research of the intangible cultural heritage project, promote the
inheritance and development of the intangible cultural heritage and strengthen its popularity, Department of
Culture of Shandong Province organized the experts to compile this book. This book shows the main content
and characteristics of this project through simple explanation and beautiful pictures and has English translation
for foreign readers and international communication. Along with the distribution of the following intangible
cultural heritage directories we will compile and publish them simultaneously to meet the need of the public.

Culture is the blood of a nation and the spiritual home of its people; it is also the main power of rejuvenation
and development of the nation. The Sixth Plenum of the 17th Central Committee of the Communist Party of
China made an overall arrangement for pushing forward the great development and prosperity of socialist
culture and building a culturally powerful socialist country. The Party Committee and Government of
Shandong Province take the protection and making good use of the intangible cultural heritage as one of the
important measures to construct a culturally powerful province. We should thoroughly apply the Scientific
Outlook on Development and adopt the scientific approach and seek truth from the facts and strengthen the
research and protection of traditional cultural resources with Shandong color. We should push forward the
inheritance and development of the excellent traditional culture and develop the advanced socialist culture. We
should contribute to making a new great leap from a province rich in cultural resources to a culturally powerful
province.
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