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Abstract

The Sami people live in the northern part of Scandinavian Peninsula and Kola
Peninsula in Russia. It is an indigenous people and ethnic minority in Norway,
Sweden, Finland and Russia. Based on the geographical environment of north
Eurasia and the ecological environment of the Arctic region, the Sami have devel-
oped a unique livelihood which consists of hunting, fishing and gathering, and
reindeer herding as well. Shamanism as the religious culture of the Sami adapts to
this livelihood well. In history, this religious culture has undergone changes under
the influences inside and outside of Sami culture, and strongly influenced and e-
ventually replaced by Christianity. For this cause, the change process of Sami sha-
manic culture is a good case to explore the changes of religious culture.

In this study, the change process of Sami shamanic culture will be discussed
from historical, religious and anthropological perspective. Shamanic culture of the
Sami people will be placed in the context of historical development and described
in its own history and in the history of its interaction with the outside world. The
form of Sami shamanic culture will be analyzed and summarized, and the proto-
type of Sami shamanism will be explored by applying the theories and methods of
Shamanism. As an integral part of the Sami culture, the change in Shamanism will
be studied under the theoretical framework of cultural ecology and cultural accultu-

ration.
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The first chapter describes the Sami history from prehistoric societies to the
20th century, and focuses on the general condition of the transition of production
and lifestyle. These descriptions provided a historical background of the change
process of Sami Shamanism.

The second chapter explores the prototype of Sami shamanic culture in hun-
ting and gathering period in Sami history. The three main aspects described are the
Sami shamanic belief, the shaman and the basic functions of shaman in Sami tradi-
tional social organization siida.

The third chapter analyzes the gradual change of Sami shamanism which arised
under the influence of the Scandinavian. This gradual changing process is discussed
in three main areas: 1. changes occurred under the influence of religion;
2. changes emerged after the Sami people begin large scale of reindeer herding
which is stimulated by the cattle and goat herding of their Scandinavian neighbors;
3. changes in the function of the Sami shaman drum which resulted from this grad-
ual changing process.

The fourth chapter mainly concerns the sudden change of the Sami shamanism
in its encounter with Christianity during the 17th and 18th centuries. The sudden
changing process resulted in the cultural acculturation of Sami shamanism into the
Christianity. To better illustrate this process, the treats and punishments which the
Christianity imposed on the Sami, the attitudes and argument of the Sami hold to
the Christianity, and the absorption of the elements of the Christianity into Sami
shamanism, are discussed in detail.

As a case study of Sami religious change, on the vertical dimension, this
study focuses on the dynamic changes in Sami shamanism, while on the horizontal
dimension, it focused on the forms and characters of Sami religious culture in dif-
ferent stages of development, such as the hunting period, the gradual change peri-
od and the sudden change period. It will be a contribution to the cross — section
type and non — historical study of shamanism which dominate the history of sha-

manism research. On basis of this analysis, the conclusions of this article are: first,



Abstract |

Sami shamanic culture is the result of interaction with the Arctic ecological environ-
ment; second, the change of Sami shamanic culture is due to cultural accultura-
tion; third, the tradition of shamanism and other cultural tradition play an impor-

tant role in the national revival of the Sami.

Key Words: the Sami people; shamanism; Christianity; cultural change



M I

& it /1
— #AHEL /1
= BRAMFEHRHAREBR /23
= HBRFE /33
W HRAER /34

E—F HEPHERARHREZTARX /36
B—T ARBEEBEFERAN /36
— LATHBERAFERLIHL /38
— ARl Hal6#rbERA /39
1500 A EF KRR KK LR
EEA /45
BV OBFERAMAETTXEGERH /49
— BRAGZABFRRELETHZX /50
FERAMEFRBELLEFFXGEWXEK /52
AR A H KB FEHRFA T ERGH T /58

n

I

fn

FTE FEXANEBRXLEFER /66
B— BEXRARESEEMM /66
— BRAH=ZRFEHENL /67



| ERAEBIHETHR

= AR RZARE /69
= ZA=xit /72
W EXRHFHAEFAA /T3
BH BFEARAMEW—E® /77
— fTA#EXE: SFERARGIRANRA /T
— B MHBMAAER /81
B=T FEARANMHSHZA PR R IEIE /87
— B&AK /89
= &I /098
= BEREF /99

F=F BFEXAEZEMHHE /101

B SHRMNGETRHAS R T RER AN 7 101
— MEORLETHEASHBEORELETTH /102
= FEARAL AT 4 AR R A AL AR 2
I ZRERGEHEH EHMEL YA /103

BV BBYIEEFEFFERAGMEERNZL /106
— LEADIERAALAGEWESHGER /107

= REF#H#MHEA /108

= kMHEHGEAN /115

BET O PFEAERSLHEIIGEE /117

— HEHE#HK /118

= BREHEEEHHZ /120

EAEHEGH LA, SR ERN /122

W FERFEHEGHREALTIE /127

i

ENE EBEEHIETHERIUBRE /135
-1 EEBEHMEXKAKEE /135
— ABHFTEANFERAFTHOEARSEFER /136



