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As a great ethnic group, Mongolian has a long history and unique
culture. Mongolian rose up in the north of the Gobi desert at the
beginning of the 13th century. Most of the Eurasia had been conquered
by the strong cavalry led by Genghis Khan and his descendants since
the autumn of 1206. The Mongolian times was inaugurated in the
world history, and political and cultural structures of the Eurasia were
affected. However, Mongolian had left many unsolved problems to
us. Mongolian’s early development is unclear because of the lack of
historical documents and archaeological data, which limits further
development of the related research.

Before the formation of the Mongolian, there were a number of
ethnic groups successively living in the Mongolian Plateau, such as
Donghu, Xiongnu, Wuhuan, Xianbei, Rouran, Qidan and Shiwei.There
are many legends about the origin of Mongolian. Lots of hypotheses
have been proposed, but no one is the final conclusion. Where did
Mongolian rise up? How had it formed and developed? What kind of
cultural changes has it experienced? Why did it establish a great Mongol
empire in Eurasian steppe in a short time? What part did it play in the
history? These issues are important in the research of Chinese history as
well as world history. Also, the location and institution of the imperial
mausoleums in Yuan Dynasty are globally concerned mysteries in the
researches of archaeology, history and ethnology.

As a special entrusting project of NSSFC(The National Social
Science Fund of China), the project of Synthetic Research of Mongolian
Origin and Imperial Mausoleums in Yuan Dynasty was approved by
Central Politburo Standing Committee of CPC in Aug. 2012. This
is a major 10-year project. Most of the excavation and investigation
have been done in the Hulunbuir area. Academic achievements with
international influence have been demanded in order to serve national
unification, ethnic unity, and cultural safety.

Hulunbuir is an expansive area consisting of rivers, forests and
grasslands. As the descriptions in the book Historical Visit in Inner
Mongolia written by the famous historian Jian Bozan, “Halunbuir not
only is the best pasture in Inner Mongolia, but also has always been
the cradle of the nomadic peoples. If Hulunbuir grassland is a noisy
city in Chinese history, the Greater Khingan Mountains will be a quiet
backyard.”

Hulunbuir is rich in historical and cultural resources and
archaeological findings. Many important sites have been discovered
in forest region of the Greater Khingan Mountains by diligent
archaeologists, such as slab tombs dated to a period between the late
Bronze Age and the early Iron Age, Xianbei tombs of Han Dynasty,
Qidan remains of Liao Dynasty, and city ruins in the Mengyuan
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period. For example, the Sirtala cemetery of nomadic people dated to the 9th to 10th century was excavated
by the Institute of Archaeology, CASS and Hulunbuir National Museum in 1988 in Hailar District. The burials
are characterized with bottomless wooden coffins. The funerary objects present strong nomadic style, such
as bows, arrows, spears, saddles and gag bits. The study of physical anthropology showed that skeletons of
Sirtala cemetery were closest in skull and face to modern Mongolian and basically belonged to Northern Asia
Mongoloids. The discovery of Sirtala cemetery provided the first archaeological evidence for the research on
rising of Mongolian in the grassland, which attracted attentions internationally and became an important base in
the research of the origin of Mongolian in Hulunbuir area.

The multi-disciplinary study has become a trend for the development of science, which can contribute
to academic achievements by making innovations in methodology. According to the theme of the project,
archaeological excavations and investigations, and cultural heritage protection will be carried out in order to
achieve new archaeological data on the origin of Mongolian, so that prehistory of Mongolian should be clearer,
and Mongolian study in China will be promoted, and hopefully a situation of Mongolian study in the world will
emerge.

As an important part of the project of Synthetic Research of Mongolian Origin and Imperial Mausoleums
in Yuan Dynasty, These books, Hulunbuir Ethnic Cultural Relics and Archaeology Series (totally 10 volumes),
will show all the achievements about ethnic cultural relics and archaeological study in Hulunbuir area to reveal
the life and spiritual world of the peoples in forest and grassland including Mongolian from the perspective of
cultural heritage. The books not only lay the academic foundations, but also contribute to popularizing the culture
of peoples in forest and grassland, and deepen the theory that there is diversity in unity of the Chinese nation.
This will contribute to the national unification, ethnic unity, and stability in border areas.

As we all know, the formation, development, history and culture of Mongolian are worldwide topics. We
sincerely hope that all the scholars in the world who are interested in these topics will work together in order to
restore the history of Mongolian and explore the contribution of the Mongolian to the human history.

Director of the Archaeological Society of China
Member of Academic Committee of CASS; Director of the Institute of Archaeology; Researcher Wang Wei

Prime expert of the project

Director of the Mongolian Origin Museum of Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region
Director of the Institute of National History and Culture of Hulunbuir Meng Songlin
Prime expert of the project
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