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Thc; Man of fhe Hill

CHAPTER I

Once upon a time there was a widow who
lived in a tiny cottage on the side of a hill, far
away from the rest of the world. She and her
three daughters were very poor; they had hardly
enough’ food to keep them alive.

Now? this old woman had a hen which she
kept as a pet.® It was so tame that it would
follow her about* just like a little dog.

One day the hen could not be found, and the
poor widow was very sad. She looked in every
nook and corner® of the cottage; but nowhere®
was the hen to be found. '
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At last she called her eldest daughter, who
was sitting by the fire, and bade her go' and look
for? the hen on the hill-side.

“I must have my dear hen,”” she cried. “When
you are on the hill, call aloud, and if she .s
within hearing,® she wili come at the sound of
your voice.” * , ,

The girl, who had ieen sitting spinning most
of the day, and was glad to get out into the fresh
air, set off® at once.

She walked up and down® the hill-side, and
called again and again’ in her clear young voice.
But no hen came at her call.

She, was just about® to return to the cottage:
when she heard a voice say:’

“Your hen trips inside the hill!
Your hen trips inside the hill ’

The girl looked to right and left of her; but,
could see no one.” Where could the voice have
come from?
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She turned to look behind her, and there,
quite close, she saw a huge crack between two
of the rocks of which the hill was formed. She
stepped back to see if that was the place where
the voice had come from, when her foot slipped,
and she fell through the crack right down into the
middle of the earth.!

When she came to the bottom, the girl found
herself in a great hall,®> out of which opened
many doors. She went to the first and peeped
through, and saw a big room filled with many
lovely things, but with no one in it.

She went on to the next, and so through
room after room,® until she came to the very
last. In this sat a big ugly man, and so fierce
did he look,* that she began to shake with
fear.® '

He came up to her with a smile that was
worse than all,® as he said, ““I agm the ¥an of the
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Hill. Who are you that have thus come to cheer
my lonely days?' Will you stay here, and live
with me? I can give you riches, and all things
that your heart can wish.” ‘

“No, I cannot do that,” was the girl’s reply.
“T do not wish to live down here, where the sun
never shines, and where there is no fresh breeze
to blow in one’s face.? I have only come to find
my mother’s hen, and now, if you please,® I will
go back to her.”

These words put the Man of the Hill into a
great rage. He took hold of the poor girl,* cut
off her hea&, and threw her down into a cellar.®
' All this time her mother was sitting at home
waiting for® her daughter to bring back the hen.
The hours went by, and still the girl did not
return.
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CHAPTER 1I

At last the woman called to her second daugh-
ter, saying, “You must go and find your sister.
She has been gone so long that I fear she must
have lost her way' or else? some evil® has come
to her.*

“ And while you are looking for her, just give
my hen a call at the same time; it may be that®
you will find them both in that way.”

The second daughter set off, and as she was
walking on the hill, looking and calling for her
sister and the hen, she, too, heard the wvoice
saying: ;

“Your hen trips inside the hill!
Your hen trips inside the hill!”’

She thought it very strange to hear this voice,
and yet see no one to whom it could belong. She -
turned to the spot from which the sound seemed
to come; but had not gone many steps before she,
too, fell through the cleft in the rock.®

1. Lost her way 3ki&. 2, Or else Z3HI. 3. Evil 2R%k,
A Z i - 4. WA quotation marks, WIRHIR, FHEWIBEA (BD
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steps before she, too, fell through the cleft in the rook. {HfFAZL,
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When she came to herself,! after her fall, she
went from room to room, just as her sister had
done, until she came to the one at the end. There
she found the Man of the Hill. 7

When she saw how ugly he was, she was |
afraid, and turned to flee;> but he caught her
by the arm;:‘ and said, “Will you come and live
here with me?’

“Oh no, no!’ she cried; “I could not live
down here. I want to be where the sky is blue,
and the stars and the.moon shine at night. I
only came to look for my sister and my mother’s
hen, and now I must go.”

But before she could get away, the Man of
the Hill caught her, cut off her head, and threw
her down into the same cellar as he had thrown
her sister. .

Meanwhile,* in the little cottage on the hill,
the widow sat and waited for the return of her two
daughters.

1. When she came to herself JEdFREZ #%. 2. Turned to fles
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At last she could bear it no longer,! so she
said to her third and youngest daughter,® “I
cannot think what your sisters are doing on the
hill yonder. It was sad to lose the hen; but it
will be sadder still if we lose both your sisters.”

“They may have lost their way,” said the girl.

“Well, T think you had better go to the top
of the hill and call them,” was the reply. “And
while you are there, you may just as well® give
the hen a call, for my heart is set on getting her
back if I can.*” :

So the youngest girl set out,” quite ready
for a walk on the hill. She went straight up to
the top, calling first her sisters, and then the hen;
but call as she would,® no answer came.

At last she turned to go back to the cottage,
and then she, too, heard the voi e saying:

“Your hen trips inside the hill!
Your hen trips inside the hill!”

1, She could bear it no longer f{&Anjf§ 2. Her third and
youngest daughter fx¥h:Z2 4 53. 3. As well—also. 4, My heart is
set on getting her back if I can. FH{— A EBFER. 5. Set out=set
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She was close to the cleft in the rock, and

went to look over the edge, as she felt sure the
~ voice came from there. But as she knelt to do
s0, her hands slipped, and she fell down, down,
deep into the earth below.

She, too, went from room to room to see
what she could find. She was not afraid, and
sang a gay little song as she went along.

In one of the rooms she saw a trap-door! in
the floor. She raised it, and saw the bodies of
her two sisters lying below.

She had no time for more than one glance
when the sound of footsteps warned her to shut
the trap-door, and.to go on into the next room
as if she had seen nothing.?

The Man of the Hill, who had heard her song,
came to meet her. “You are very lovely,” he
said. ““Will you come and live here with me? I
can give you jewels and fine clothes,® and foods
as rich as you can wish.”

1. Trap-door B[, FAERSLNLZS, fAFHE, FH#HETOHLEME.
2. —EEN], PRI SRR, AP A RS, —FEh R,
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“With all my heart,”’ said the girl, for she
felt sure that it was this man who had killed her
sisters, and she thought it wiser to give way® to
him for the time.?

CHAPTER III

When the Man of the Hill heard the girl say
these words, he was very glad. He brought gay
clothes* for her to wear, and loaded her with
jewels. So glad was he for the reason that he
had at last found some one who was willing to
live with him under the ground, that she had only
to ask for anything she wanted.®

But when she had been there a little while,
the poor girl became very sad. She longed for®
the fresh air and the sunshine, for her mother
and sisters.

“What is the matter with you,” that you are
so sad, and laugh no more ?”’ the Man of the Hill

1. With all my heart $klmit. 2. Give way 8. 3. For
the time #fH. 4. Gayclothes (B Z&KHMR. 5. HER—AR—RRE
WA, RGPS BOURAPER, SerHiaiiyEd. 6. Longed for
fpody, 7. What is the matter with you? {af#k, {7LL. {3¢.
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~asked her ome day. “Is it that' T am not kind
‘to you? Tell me if there is anything I can do,
“that will bring the smiles back to your face ?”

“Ah!” said the girl, “I am sad because I
cannot go home to my mother. She is old, and
poor, and perhaps hungry, for she has no one now
to look after her? May I not go and see how
she is?”

“No,” said the Man of the Hill, “I cannot
let you do that; but if you like to fill a sack with
food I will take it to her.”

The poor girl thanked him very much. She
had hoped that he would let her go herself; but

. though he would not do this, she would now be
able to see® that her mother was well cared for.

She took a sack, and first she put into it a
lot of gold and silver.* On the top of this she
placed some food. When this was done, she told
the man that the sack was ready, but that he
must promise not to look inside it.

1. That gk 7R 76 because. 2. Tolook after G, fi#8. 3. See
AlfE know “2/2. 4. A lot of gold and silver 7% &l
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He gave his word,' and set off with the bag
on his back. When he had gone a part of the
way, he began to find the sack very heavy. “Dear
me,? this sack seems«to be very heavy,” he
said to himself.? “I think I will have a peep
inside it.”

Now the girl, who had been watching him
through a crack in the rock, saw him put down
the sack, and begin to untie* the string. So she
called out:

““I see what you're at!®
I see what you're at!”

“Oh! you do, do you?® Then you must
have very sharp eyes in your head,” said the Man
of the Hill, crossly.” But all the same,® he
lifted the sack on to his back once more, and did
not dare to try and open it again.

: When he came to the widow’s cottdge, he
threw the sack in at the door, saying, “Here is

1. Hegave hisword=he promised accordingly. #8gifc7F. 2. Dear
me 8. 3. He said to himseli—he thought. 4. Untie—un (not)
+rie ($§); BT AGH . 5. 1 see what you're at=1 see what you are
doing. 6. Oh! you do, do you? g/t Oh! do you? g2
B, WA 25, A e 2 3. 7. Crossly Ffgfa. 5. Al
the ssme=4 |34 28
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food which comes from your daughter. She wants
nothing.”

Before the poor woman could reach the door,
in order to' ask him wliere her daughters were,
and why they did not return home, he was gone.

CHAPTER IV

One day, when the girl was feeling very tired
of living in the heart of the earth® a goat fell
through the cleft in the rock.

“Who sent for you,® and what are you doing
here?” cried the Man of the Hill. He was in
such a rage that* he cut off the goat’s head, and
threw it into the cellar.

“Oh!” said the girl. “Why did you do
that? I should dearly have liked the goat to
play with down here.”

“I am very sorry,” he said; “but how was I
to know® that you would like to have a goat for a

1. In order to {#f3. 2. Tired of living in the heart of the
earth, BHABA, WALEEEZ D, 3, Who sent for you? i A4
#. 4. Such...that fis4E3:f. 5. But how was I to know?=But
how could I know? #A3k a2,



THE MAN OF THE HILL I5

playmate ? . Still, it is not yet too late, for I can:
soon put life into it again.” "

So saying, he took a flask 'which hung upon
the wall, and putting the goat’s head again upon
its body, rubbed. it well all round the neck with
some of the oil out of the flask. In a short time
the goat was as well as ever.! -

“Ho! ho!” thought the girl,” “that is a very
strange flask if it will bring people back to life
again. I will? take good,care to see where he keeps.
it.” Soshe watched to see where the flask was put.

The next morning the Man of the Hill told
her he should be away all day; but that he hoped
she would be able to amuse herself* with the goat
he had brought back to life.

No sooner had he gone, than the girl took
the flask of oil down from the wall, and made her
way to the cellar.*

Then she went to where the body of her
eldest® sister lay, put her head on, and rubbed
her neck with the oil out of the flask. In a very

1. Aswellas ever SR, 2 Iwill FHEARRESEE. 3. To »
amuse herself (B3, 4. FHEER) XBRFEEZME RESEdEk
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16 THE MAN OF THE HILL

few minutes her sister-came to life again, and was
as well as ever.

“We must not let the Man of the Hill see
you,” she said, ““or’ he will kill you once more,
and will very likely? kill me as well. But I have
thought of a plan by which you may get away.”

She fetched a sack, and bade her sister creep®
into it. Then she laid food over her, and tied up
the mouth with a piece of cord.

When the Man of the Hill came home, she
said to him, “While you were gone, I have been
thinking much about my poor mother. I fear
that she must long ago have eaten all the food I
sent her, and that she may be dying of hunger.*
So will you, like a good friend,* take her a sack
of food which I have packed ?”

In order to please the girl, and set her mind
at rest,® the Man of the Hill, tired though he
was,” at once set out with the sack.

. Or 785, BhI. 2. Very likely =probably #&. 3. Creepf—
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