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A Note from the Compilers

The 2008 Olympics Games is a chance for China to con-
verse with the whole world. But what language will we use?
Could we teach Chinese people to speak English? That would
be a fairly difficult thing to do, and even if we could, we know
that not all foreigners visiting China understand English. So
we asked, why not approach the problem from the other direc-
tion, let foreigners speak Chinese? It might appear that we are
simply passing the burden of language learning on to foreign-

ers, but that is not our intent. We believe it would be better to

let foreigners learn one language Chinese——than to try
to teach Chinese people to speak many different foreign lan-
guages.

Foreigners might think that Chinese is difficult because it
has too many characters.

The dictionary Zhonghua Zihai (Encyclopedic Dictionary
of Chinese Characters) jointly published by Zhonghua Book
Company and China Friendship Publishing Corporation con-
tains 86,000 Chinese characters which have accumulated over
the long history of the Chinese language. If we consider only
modern Chinese characters, there are still more than 10, 000
according to the Compendium of Modern Chinese Characters
by Su Peicheng published by Peking University Press in 2001.
This number is like an astronomical figure even to Chinese
people, let alone foreigners! So we selected around 250 Chi-

nese characters to make up the 168 dialogues in this book to
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facilitate foreigners’ study as well as simplify our own lan-
guage. It is our hope that these characters will act as a bridge
for foreigners so that they can speak with Chinese people in
their daily life.

You might find it difficult to believe that you can live in
Beijing or even travel around China after grasping less than
250 Chinese words. Using this book, that dream is within
your reach. This claim is not an exaggeration, it is based on
the study of the Statistics of Modern Chinese Character Fre-
quency which shows that the most frequently used 500 charac-
ters cover about 80% of daily language. Moreover, these sta-
tistics are based on written materials which are more difficult
to master than spoken language. For speaking, roughly 200
Chinese characters will surely be enough for foreigners who
have just arrived in Beijing.

This book is divided into seven chapters including eating
and drinking, accommodation, transportation, entertainment,
shopping, seeing a doctor and asking for help. The relevant
dialogues comprising three to five Chinese characters will be
provided as they might occur in their particular situation in
each chapter.

To each dialogue will be attached Similar Expressions,
Antonyms, Humor, Associations, Tips plus Pinyin and Eng-
lish annotation. Most of the dialogues are illustrated. Under
the Association column are some relevant words and Tips
which may help guide your visit.

Believe it, foreigners can deal with every occasion and get

around Beijing with only this book and a map of the city!
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This book has been compiled by Li Jiequn, Li Jieming,
Xiang Yifen, Ma Junying, translated by Han Fuyun and illus-
trated by Hao Zhiyun.

Our special thanks go to Ms. Han Hui of Sinolingua who
helped us greatly!

Comments and suggestions are welcome. You may con-
tact us at:

Chinese Department

Beijing Radio &. Television University

A4 Zaojunmiao Street, Haidian District

Beijing 100081

China

Telephone: 010-62113007 62148320 62113685

Fax: 010-62148279

E-mail: lijgq@mail. btvu. org

May 2005
Hawthorn Orchard, West Suburb, Beijing
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1 [ZI8 Eating and Drinking /2

1 z4kZxE!  Time to eat! /2

2 7 Do you prefer fast food? /4

3 ¥ /E 4kE?  What about seafood? /6

4 W PE%&E2  Would you like to eat western food? /8

5 48z 4k . 1 am thinking of barbecue. /10

6 JII3EANZ. Itiscrowded in a Sichuan

cuisine restaurant. /12

7 MM Roasted Duck is too greasy! /14

8 k4B, 1’d like porridge. /16

9 JLfi? How many people? /18
10 A2 BFJLFTE?  How about sitting there? /20
11 A3E2  Are you ready to order? /22
12 {48z 42 Do you have something in mind? /24
13 BBft425?  What sort of tea would you like

to drink? /26
14 WEHEAELR . There is no free tea (Nothing
is free). /28
15 lR%F! A3%!  Waiter, can we order please! /30
16 Eft4ifi7/k?  What would you like to drink? /32
17 +#!  Cheers! /34
18 Zz 5 )L Eat more! /36
19 IR% 5,328, Waiter, bill please! /38
20 #ax 42 65 8. The total is 65 yuan, /40
21 #4741,  Please wrap this for me to take away /42
X



2 {¥7& Accomodation /44

22 fEWFJLEF?  Which place to stay is better? /44
23 A G ? Do you have any vacancies? /46
24 %/0i— K7  What is the price per night? /48
25 A #sKkg?  Is hot water available? /50
26 FEAP AR, 1’d like a double room. /52
27 {¥JLK?  How long would you expect to stay? /54
28 43 500,  Please prepay 500 yuan. /56
29 WX, This way, please! /58
30 fEPEARIRE? Do you accept laundry? /60
31 IR% 7L, EH/K!  Attendant, hot water please! /62
32 IR G HEIEAR T ! Attendant, the telephone
doesn’t work! /64
33 Lk EFE? Do you buy or rent a house? /66
34 #JLEM? How many rooms to rent? /68
35 H#1 1500,  The rent is 1500 yuan a month, /70
36 SeAS4EEF . Please prepay rent for half
a year. /72
37 A 500 — 1 A2 Do you have any houses to rent for
500 yuan per month? /74
38 Z/L¥42?  How many square meters? /76
39 W FTEREHE. Basement rooms are the
cheapest. /78
40 LI NZ M7 Are there many people who want
to buy a house? /80
41 3L JL/ER? How many rooms would you like? /82
42 %/0% 1 k2  What is the price for one square
meter? /84
X



43 —FBEE S L. Second-hand houses are
cheaper. /86

44 AL EEBEFE?  May I see the house? /88

45 8 AL, The environment is not good. /90

46 /E4HKE?  What do you think of it? /92

3 Z%5@ Transportation /94

A7 Hogk7EMEJL?  Where is the subway? /94
48 3L 35k,  Three tickets, please /96
49 4t 5% 7. The next stop is Beijing
Railway Station. /98
50 ;EMF1?  Which direction to go? /100
51 Bk,  Taking the subway is faster. /102
52 §THy 3%,  Let’s take a taxi. /104
53 #EMFJL?  Where are you going? /106
54 4t k2FME4~T12  Which gate of the Peking
University? /108
55 /E4E?  How to get there? /110
56 4t AZITEIT. Here we come to the east
gate of Beida. /112
57 Z/04%7  How much? /114
58 5% Here is your ticktet. /116
59 AT AL 4NG?  May I charter a car and driver for
the day? /118
60 —Kk 200, Twohundred yuan a day. /120
61 B X472  Can we start from tomorrow? /122
62 8 fiktFng?  Would you please come at 8:00
A.M/P.M.? /124
63 K1 See you tomorrow! /126



64 AL/AZ%, By bus. /128
65 #F|ME)L?  Where do you want to go? /130
66 Biti—{Z. Two yuan for one person. /132
67 B TigmFk{]. Please tell us when we are
there. /134
68 dtBLih%| 7. ®fiig F%. The next stop is Beijing
Railway Station. You two
may get off. /136

69 Ak A S1%4.,  Take a rickshaw. /138
70 J5#E £ /047 How much is it to go to Houhai? /140
71 AAUF T2 Are you ready? /142
72 ¥R, No problem /144
73 87,448 5J)LF. Here we are. Please be

careful getting out. /146
74 iEEIF AP,  Please take your belongings. /148
75 KL T, Itis too far. /150
76 KiE. Itis too close. /152
77 B AATE £?  Let’s get there by a bicycle? /154
78 LERREMZE?  Would you like to buy or rent

acar? /156

79 #f+4%2?  What types would you like to rent? /158
80 xS AL /&2  What is the most expensive? /160
81 EEMZ/LE?  What is the cheapest? /162

4 It9< Entertainment /164

82 KR EHF! What a wonderful weather! /164
83 F/NE.  Go to the park. /166
84 B 38K Three tickets, please. /168
85 FApg?  Will you take a boat? /170
X



86 IRIEELFH!  The flower is so beautifull /172
87 A K EFHG?  Will you go to the temple
today? /174
88 W ELF!  The ancient tree is great! /178
89 FF L& . 1 want to burn joss sticks. /180
90 Fili"%? Do you want to climb the mountain? /182
91 7K.  Drink some spring water. /184
92 Aif3E. TItis hard to walk. /186
93 XUk It is windy! /188
94 P T . It is raining. /190
95 kB —TF. Take a break. /192
96 H ! It is really hot! /194
97 HZE! Itisso pretty! /196
98 HEAHNG?  Will you take a picture? /198
99 #fi4t.  Thank you. /200
100 ERELME,  Go to the Farmers’ House. /202
101 EF! It tastes savory! /204
102 k& )L/ME.  Have some vegetable. /206
103 #3552  Have you been to Houhai? /208
104 Buedsif, 1 feel great! /210
105 #&114-K %2 Shall we go today? /212
106 X#F 7! Itis great! /214
107 ZAKZE .  Ticket for Peking Opera. /216
108 JZatxk . f&#H .,  This is about warriors and fighting,
it is very exciting. /218
109 EAREEY Tt is really good! /220
110 F¥KZ? Do you want to watch a game? /222
111 =132 Do you want a ticket? /224
112 fiiilh!  Go! (Cheering for an athlete or team) /226
X



