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PREFACE

THE WONDERFUL LAND OF CHINA

QIN FENG

Out of the “numerous” Chinese historical photographic images I have seen, nothing captivates my attention so long
as these aerial photos. You cannot see the people clearly in the photos due to the altitude they were taken, and they did not
intend to capture beautiful sceneries from a professional angel. However, the mere reflection of the wonderful land of
China in its real existence has intoxicated me.

In 2013, when sorting through the old photos in China’s recent history in NARA under my commission, Jianing and
Jiada came across these aerial photos taken by American military aircraft in 1945 over Northern China. A closer look at
them has astonished all of us. We have seen the aerial photos taken by foreign photographers during the period of Republic
of China, but the views they presented were limited as they were taken at a low altitude. In the period of the Anti-Japanese
War, both the American and Japanese armies took many photos from high altitude reconnaissance aircrafts. However, these
photos were either taken at too high an altitude rendering the cities as clustered lattices or were taken at a low altitude after
heavy bombing which tore apart the land. Distinctively, these photos were taken in a transitional period of peace at a proper
altitude and therefore represented the moments of China’s cities and villages in the most detailed and inclusive ever fashion.

China’s urban and rural landscapes have undergone transformative changes in the past 65 years since these photos
were taken. In particular, the rapid population growth has resulted in the massive demolition of ancient architecture. These
photos have brought the Chinese to the past where they could get close to the real living scenes. To me, it is as poetic as
a dream. I always dreamt of flying over the wonderful motherland when I was a child, above the cities and villages, with
the refreshingly cool wind on my face... Watching these photos gives me a sense of reliving my dream in childhood.

Nobody is better for the job of compiling these precious historical materials into a book than Jianing, whose passionate
pursuit of knowledge on culture and geography has made him stand out from his generation, for which the eloquent evidence is
that Jianing and 1 jointly designed John Thomson’s picture album //lustrations of China and Its People. This time, at my invitation,

he has written the forward for this book, which will definitely add splendor to this classic work of Chinese photo images.
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