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Preface

Local Operas of Shandong Province Series, compiled by
Publicity Department of Shandong Provincial Party Committee,
will come out soon. It is the first series of its kind that sums up and
demonstrates local operas of Shandong Province in their entirety
and another important achievement in the cultural construction of
Shandong. It is of great significance in summarizing the evolution
and development of Shandong local operas systematically, rescuing
the excellent Qilu cultural heritage and promoting the development of
culture.

Shandong is one of the important birthplaces of Chinese
civilization. As an integral part of Chinese traditional culture,
local operas of Shandong draw from the essence of Qilu culture,
carry forward and innovate it in keeping with the spirit of the
times incessantly and ha.ve formed their own style with distinctive
characteristics of regional culture. Among these are Liuzi Opera,
one of the four ancient operas of China, humorous and witty Wuyin
Opera, mild and lyric Li Opera, high-pitched Shandong Bangzi, lively
and zestful Yugu Opera, and highly appealing Liangjiaxian Opera,



etc. They are the crystallization and embodiment of Qilu people’s
creativity, hard work and talent, valuable resources to be inherited and
taken for reference in developing advanced socialist culture, and they
add a hue to the bright and colourful garden of Chinese art.

The 6th Plenary Session of the CPC’'s 17th Central Committee
has made an all-round plan for deepening the cultural system
reform and promoting socialist cultural development and prosperity.
We should thoroughly study and implement the guidelines of the
6th plenum, quicken the pace of advancing cultural reform and
development with a high degree of cultural consciousness and
confidence, inherit and uphold excellent traditional culture, try to
bring about new cultural achievements in keeping with the demands
of the times and the masses, enhance the influence of Qilu culture
and make greater contributions to turning Shandong, rich in cultural

resources, into a culturally powerful province.

Jiang Yikang
April 2012
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