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Caring for Families

@ 1. Watch a video clip of Michelle Obama’s speech to Washington High School graduates
and fill-in the blanks with the information you get.

1) Michelle points out the only thing that matters for the students is and

2) Michelle tells the students not to get limits on and not to think that

their destiny is

3) Michelle reminds the students that they will get support from , and

4) Michelle thinks that family members should give their children , and

5) Michelle tells the audience that she remembers her parents sacrificing for her and her brother,
and encouraging them to reach for a life

they never knew.

@ 2. Listen to a song “Letters from Home” and fill in the blanks with the missing words from
the song.

My dear son, it is almost June. It's been dry but they’re calling for rain,
ey T e e it A vl S the SR ePsatne
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@ 3. Listen to an audio clip of “Family Letters: Forget Me Not” twice and decide whether the
following statements are true or false. Write T (True) or F (False) in each bracket.
1) Holiday family letters typically contain family pictures and news about what the family has
recently done. ( )
2) The speaker loves both sending and receiving holiday family letters. (
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3) The speaker now sends out only personal Christmas cards because of her laziness. ()

4) The speaker admires those people who spend time doing things that she’s not going to do.
()

5) The speaker prefers that her friends not tell her sad news in their letters to her. ( )

6) What the speaker really loves is that her friends are taking the time to keep their friendship
intact by writing to her. ( )

7) The speaker thinks social networking sites can keep us up to date, but are a little unsatisfying.
« )

8) Social networking sites make the speaker feel that she and her friends are connected even when
they are far apart. ( )

@ 4. Read the letter below and answer the questions that follow.

WOIIIS to l(now 0
‘ unabated adj. Kﬁaﬁ%

Last Lines

September 20, 2009
Dearly beloved,

Please say it’s not so.

Tell me that what the others say is not true, that you are not doomed to yield to technology,
persisting only under glass in museum displays, an artifact of a time when people would take an
extra moment to pen a personal hello or thanks or comfort or love. :

Experts have already forecast your disappearance, estimating that an average of 102 e-mails
will be sent and received by each of us, every day, by 2011. More than 100 billion text messages
are sent by cellphones each month, according to an industry group. Good Lord, even party
invitations and holiday cards, the last bastion of personal bulk mail, are now often sent online.

The U.S. Postal Service is going broke without you, the cherished personal mail, reportinga |
drop of 10 billion letters overall in the last 20 years. "

One consumer research agency even put you at number nine on its list of the Top 25 Things
~ Vanishing in America, leading one of your supporters to ask this on a website, “Does anyone send
handwritten letters anymore?”

Sure they do.
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You survive, even thrive, in some elementary schools, where pupils exchange greetings with
| strangers in Pen Pal projects, the greatest social studies curriculum ever developed.
i Summer campers still know your ability to put smiles on the faces of lonely teenagers, and
see the quiet, unmistakable power of a patiently written message put in an envelope with a stamp,
a return address, and maybe a tear.

You brought good news, and ended relationships.

You kept loved ones close, and recorded final words.

You talked about love, hate, peace, and war.
| You announced births, cried over deaths, smiled with a brother, and laughed with a sister.

And through it all, you never stopped coming back.

- Over and over and over.

“To tear open an envelope from family members or friends, and knowing that they were

taking the time to write to you was a very special feeling,” Eliza Beebe, an 11-year-old from
Milton, wrote in a letter after spending a few weeks at summer camp in Maine. Her 9-year-old
brother, Caleb, wrote, too, and he even marked his envelope with a seal, as was done in the age of
kings and queens.

See, even a 9-year-old understands. Let’s try to convince the others.

Margaret Shepherd, an author on calligraphy and the intricacies of penmanship, who has
| written about the finest letters of history, likes to tell of “The Art of the Personal Letter.”

“A hand-written letter has everything going for it,” she said in an interview. “It has the paper,
it has the ink color, it has the handwriting of someone you know, so it has that extra identity.”

She understands that most people will settle — as many already have — on e-mails and text
messages as the primary source of communication; it’s the easy thing to do. But never will the
intimacy of a hand-written letter be out of date.

The comfort of the paper, the way the ink flows off a pen, the fact that the writer has taken
the time to release his feelings, “There’s a way the reader understands that ink, and the reader
assigns more meaning to things,” Shepherd said. “The writer and the reader each have a different
experience in this.”

What e-mail could capture anything like the romantic correspondence between Founding
Father John Adams and his wife, Abigail, at the height of the American Revolution? She once
| wrote to him, “Tomorrow I return home, where I hope soon to receive the dearest of friends, and
| the tenderest of husbands, with that unabated affection which has for years past, and will whilst
i the vital spark lasts, burn in the bosom of your affection.”

‘ Wow.

And it was the fine art of the personal letter that enabled Adams and President Thomas
Jefferson to reconcile their deep differences in their dying days, each lying in peace on the Fourth
of July, 1826.

Even today, presidents make some of their most important statements with the touch of ink:
Remember President Obama’s historic letter to Vladimir Putin of Russia? It was handwritten, just
like the one sent by Persian Queen Atossa around 500 B.C., believed to be the first of its kind,
according to one website dedicated to your well-being, www.handwrittenletters.com.
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And while communications now disappear with the tap of a delete button, many of yesterday’s
letters still exist — yellowed, old pages stacked carefully in musty boxes like bricks in the wall of
life.

The people at the Postal Service remember you and everything you represented: first of all, a
workload — you now account for less than 5 percent of total bulk mail.

But you also brought about a sense of sympathy and intimacy, an ability to show someone
you cared.

Just ask Mike Sutherby, who has spent 32 years with the Postal Service — close to half that
time as a window clerk at the McCormack Post Office in the Financial District — and who would
see customers so determined to customize their letters that they would take close to a half-hour
picking out a stamp.

One man — they used to call him “Tony from Charlestown” — would come in regularly with
postcards he made and would send to friends.

“It was nice to see someone take their time, do this stuff,” said Sutherby, a 53-year-old father
who recalls getting letters from his daughter at camp.

“E-mail’s too easy,” he said. “A letter, you have to put some effort into it, sit down, decide

what you’re going to say, find an envelope, find a stamp. It’s personal.”

They used to call you “Mom and Pop” mail, he said, because you were a great way for
families to communicate.

And you still are.

Laura Beebe, the mother of Caleb and Eliza, said she could see the fun the two were having.
Eliza would write longer, drawn-out letters detailing her days, like a diary. Caleb started to get
the hang of it, after learning how to write an address and a return address on an envelope.

He still enjoys it, and recently wrote to the Globe. So did Eliza.

But watch out: She just got her first e-mail account.

i
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i

%

|

1) To whom is this letter written?

2) What, according to some people, will be the destiny of “You"?

3) Who does the author think still sends hand-written letters? And to whom?

4) In Margaret Shepherd’s opinion, what is the advantage of a hand-written letter over e-mail?
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5) What comments did Mike Sutherby make on e-mails and letters?

6) What is the overall tone of the letter?

Part Three

@ 5. Fill in the blanks with words chosen from the box below. Change the form where

necessary.
il steredtype : outgomg : expe{di;tivbnb , ) v,éin R critical Lr« '
= p,eLSq/;naI;ii’y’ passuon @ . : subs_ti'tute‘" "ignite =5 b therish
= ’Delf"s;gecfiy‘é‘;[ mstmct s, 'ayca‘demic‘:"« ; i '{Jpset_ 3 cdnfront |
1) Some hard plastics are being used as for metals in manufacturing machine parts.
2) We must look at the problem in the right if we are to make positive change in the
way we do things.
3) If you get something without any efforts, you will not it, and you will not feel the
happiness.
4) Pigeons have a natural to return home, even if they are very far away and the trip
is hard or dangerous.
5) Even though she tries to hide her feelings, | can see she pretty by the

letter.
6) While a man’s clothing doesn’t say anything about his intelligence, it says plenty about his
, about his judgment, and about the opinion that he has of himself.
7) The fire which destroyed more than ten buildings by the spark plug.
8) It is absolutely necessary for students to assimilate information and make the right decisions

based on thinking.
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9) For some individuals, the to win at sports is greater than anything else, and some
Olympic athletes are among them.
10) Having failed to carry out his promise to reduce employment which he made one year ago, the

mayor is with the biggest crisis of his political life.

@ &. Complete each of the following sentences with an appropriate form of the word given in
each of the brackets.

1) If you have a car then you have greater , but sometimes additional problems as
well. (flexible)
2) In developing countries, many young intellectuals flock in droves to America, which
creates the so-called “brain drain”. (talent)
3) The qirl still applied for to law school although her parents strongly disapproved.
(admit)
4) The mid-twentieth-century civil rights movement blossomed in the years after World War |l
under the of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. (lead)
5) She was extremely in the classics, speaking both Greek and Latin fluently.
(accomplish)
6) While some organizations focus on courses of study, some are primarily social, some are
, and some are directed toward a hobby or activity. (art)
7) Believing that he was fully qualified, he submitted his instantly, but a week later he
was crushed to learn that it had been turned down. (apply)
8) Few nations can compete with a nation as militarily developed as the United States. However, its
defense system actually makes it exposed to terrorist attacks such as the September
11 attacks. (perfect)
9) Actually, happiness is under your control. If you want to be happy, you must try to seek joy, and
learn to be optimistic and . (tolerate)

10) He said that his commission was only to investigate matters directly related to the
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“current” violence. (power)

@ 7. Replace the words in italics in the following sentences with words chosen from the box

below.

o self-assured - ‘ - evolved . = .Jookupto
I ;,*5Ufﬁ&eﬂt = po'r‘)dering" = fabulous -
e o e e o e s

1) They are considering how they can make better use of the two other major fuels, coal and
natural gas.

2) Life as we know it has developed on Earth because the planet lies at just the right distance from
the sun to allow water to remain liquid and temperatures to be moderate.

3) If you have to work with difficult people every day, you probably fear going to work each
morning.

4) Young children in the family respect the older ones, so the older ones should set good examples.

5) There was a time | felt unhappy being stuck at home caring for the kids while my wife's career

became more successful.

6) Our flight which was due to leave at 2 o’clock was cancelled because of the heavy rain.

7) | often hear parents boast about how smart their children are, but | rarely hear them talk about
how ethical they are.

8) People who do not eat healthily or get enough vitamins and minerals will typically have a hard
time losing weight.

9) As she takes in the sights and sounds around her — the blare of horns and arguments — a
stranger approaches the car in a calm and confident manner.

10) Last night they had good time, enjoying wonderful performances presented by the middle school
students.
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@ 3. Read the following letter with twenty blanks. Select one word for each blank from the box
below. You may not use any of the words more than once.

S R

y . expemses. resist .
on * fortunate ' available
““economics.practical -+ financial *

i f

PR

" Dear Lexie,

On your first day of college, let me congratulate you on your well-earned freedom. No more ;
of Dad’s teachable moments about 1) and opportunity. And no more boring

lessons about after-tax income, saving and borrowing.

While we’re on the subject of “no more,” let me gently mention that it 2) to

the car you've been driving too, and my gas card and your allowance. Freedom, you see, has its
price. Sorry, I couldn’t 3) one more teachable moment.

I know that you will study hard and 4) all the great things that a university
has to offer. You are ready for this and, 5) ,soam L.

Yet I can’t help but worry that you may get tripped up with money 6) s

easy to do, especially when you’re just starting out. So I'd like to offer some parting financial |
7) for your first semester and beyond. }

Live within your means. You are 8) to have parents that can take care of your
biggest bills: tuition, room and board, and 9) home. But the rest, dear child, is
up to you. It would be a shame for you to end up in debt with your 10) earning
ability right now. So estimate all of your 11) over the next 17 weeks and compare
that with your available resources. Looking at the whole 12) , not just a sample
week, makes plain how 13) expenses add up, like, say, $4 a day at Starbucks setting |
you back nearly $500.

Study Money. Even if you don’t have to, take at least one 14) and one |
personal finance course. High schools don’t teach much about 15) and credit or |

supply and demand. These courses will open your eyes to how money works in the real world and
introduce you to 16) skills you’ll use the rest of your life.

See the big picture. Don’t get caught up in talk on 17) about which majors
are the best stepping stones to 18) success. You can make a great living doing
almost anything, as long as you love it. So take 19) . Explore. Switch majors. Get
your head out of the books and do something surprising.

So that’s it, Lexie. Of course, I'll be 20) for more advice anytime — for the
price of a phone call.

Love always,

Dad 1

F S PR O - |
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@ <. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

1) In college you will move from being teacher-taught to master-inspired, after which you must

become a self-directed learner.

2) Please take each subject seriously, for even if what you learn isn‘t critical for your life, the skills of

learning will be something you cherish forever.

3) College friends will be the best in your life because they are not only physically closer than your

family but the bonds will be strong as you gain independence and enter adulthood together.

4) Keep your high school friends and stay connected to them, but do not use them as substitutes

for college friendship.

5) Whatever decisions that confront you, you must take control of your life.

@ 10. Complete the sentences by translating the Chinese given in brackets into English.

1) He argues that while accepting all the glory and money that comes with being famous, an
athlete should be (— L% F V FHE A ).

2) Most nutrition experts today have pointed out that (F 87
R G EREXER)

3) By involving his students in different forms of debate, he intends
_ (EARMAMMFEB YRR ).

4) Contrary to our expectation, Jane did not FFHEILFKAFE
FARIESITHEXIRDE).

5) Before he applied for the job as a door-to-door salesman, | advised him
(F R FRRTESHFRARS LK)

6) Unlike his sister who takes everything seriously, Mike (8
AR B SARGGIRAZ LR T)).

7) The key point made in this article is that (% £ T VAR ST
FHVKRAIRES).

8) Soon after he joined the new company, he found himself
(@1 A Bk A VR P SR BB G 12 5).
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