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Chinese Painting by Xinle Ma
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An Outstanding Artist

Xinle Ma—the Artist I Know

by Zheng Wenhui

Huang Zhou'’s painting style has influenced modern and contemporary Chinese artists, numerous young painters have been learning from
Huang Zhou’s theory, method in creation, and techniques of brushwork in painting, however, those who had ever directly studied under him were only
a few. Xinle Ma was, perhaps, the youngest painter learned from Huang Zhou’s direct teaching when Huang Zhou was alive. The year when Xinle
was seventeen, Huang Zhou returned to Xi’an, Xinle came to visit Huang Zhou with many of his sketch books and Chinese paintings, Huang Zhou re-
vised, added and did improving touches to each of the sketch and paintings, he demonstrated to Xinle with his brushes, magically the lifelike running
donkeys appeared on paper in an instance, this magical impression rooted passionately into Xinle’s hart and made him devoted to Chinese painting
ever since. After his graduation from Xi’an Foreign Languages University he continued his study at Xi’an Academy of Fine Arts and obtained his Mas-
ter of Fine Arts degree in Chinese Painting. His works were chosen to participate the First Asian Competition of Ink and Wash Paintings in Hong Kong
and won the gold price. In 1987 at a special event he got to know Mr. Dekuilear, the general secretary of United nations and with his help, Xinle was
able to hold his first art exhibition in Canada and the U.S. and get opportunity to study and teach in the U.S.

After three years’ studying Xinle obtained his MFA degree in Oil Painting and then, taught at Bowling Green State University for six years,
during this period he also studied painting with Philip Pearlstein at Columbia University, and studied classical Chinese painting appraisal with
C.C.Wang, the well known collector in New York.

In 1996 Xinle held an art exhibition in Palm Beach, Florida and it was welmingly received by his unique combination style of Chinese ink
and wash with strong application of forms, color and light in Western paintings. His paintings of flower and bird, landscapes and calligraphy had been
transformed and used onto fabrics for furniture, fashion, bedding and home décor materials by some large US furniture companies and the style of
Asian art has influenced home fashion markets for many years since then.

After studying oils paintings, Chinese painting appraisal, giving lectures and exhibitions throughout the US and Canada, and teaching at
the University, Xinle returned to Beijing and saw Huang Zhou when he became a matured artist, Huang Zhou was so excited to see Xinle’s extraor-
dinary exploration and further development of his paintings in subjects, techniques and deep understanding in theory of both Chinese and Western
paintings, as for many years he had been thinking of utilizing fine art into people’s daily life and here he saw that Xinle realized his dream and applied
fine art into thousands of people’s homes in the Western countries. Over joyed to see his student again, he painted donkeys and figure paintings for
Xinle and inscribed with his running styles of calligraphy for book titles for Xinle’s painting collection he wish to publish. This as perhaps the last book
inscription he ever did for young artists.

Xinle, the handsome and happy guy is a diligent painter. He painted everything he was touched and has emotion to, his subject includes

people of the Tang dynasty, historic and legendary figures and ancient beauties, Chinese and Western landscapes and especially, his favorite subject



of horses and tigers. His unconstrained use of splashing ink, broad and powerful lines well portray the likeness, essence and energy of the objects he
painted, and people are well influenced, encouraged from the passion of his art work.

Xinle Ma also has an outstanding contribution for social activities. Currently he resides in Beijing as the Chief Representative of American
Collectors Association of Chinese Painting and Calligraphy, Senior Art Adviser of US Chinese Cultural Foundation. He has been actively participated
all kinds of art and social activities in Beijing and other provinces of China. He was born in the old capital of Chang’an (Xi'an) where he was influ-
enced by thousands years of the traditional culture and where he received tremendous inspiration and respect of the traditional art. He feels he has
the responsibility to introduce and promote the brilliant culture to the rest of the world.

When working in the US. he feels that most Westerners have little understanding of real Chinese art and mistakenly regarded the recent
years contemporary Modern art as the main flow of the art form in China. He felt that was incrediblelly mislead by commercial galleries and interna-
tional art dealers, he intend to make his devotion to introducing Chinese art to the West by using his language prevalage and his connections in the
Western art field. As he lived and worked in the U.S., he adjusted his goal as an artist and spent years to study the classical Chinese painting col-
lected at museums and by private collectors while he was doing researches on art history and trend of Western art appreciation. Whenever he gave
classes, lectures, demonstrations and exhibitions he used all opportunities to introduce Chinese art to students and audience. This made Western
friends feel that the real Chinese art is visible, sensible and amiable with its elegant form, misterious history and beautiful spiritual enjoyment. He
also tried hart to take high level and excelent Western art works to China and expose the real Western art to Chinese audience. He served as a great
communication bridge of culture. Although he spends lots of time and energy on involving this work as a professional painter, he realizes the valu-
able contributions he devoted to the society and the responsibility he has to promote the real character and essence of Chinese art. In his heart, it is
worthwhile and valuable for pursuing his career as an artist and he anticipates to enhance his knowledge and skills in art creation at the meantime.

Xinle has just reached his energetic and productive age of creation and found his direction of pursuing, | believe he will receive a rich har-
vest in his art career and become one of the most successful artists in the world as he continues his endeavor.

Finally | wish Xinle Ma a brilliant achievement in art and greater success.

Zheng Wenhui
December 2009
Beijing
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