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The Philippines is a country made up of several thousand islands. While people are amazed by
its land and bestowed resources, a group of excellent elites also catch people's eyes.

More than seven thousand years ago, with the ascending of the sea level, water overwhelmed
the continental bridge on the southeast of the Asian Continent. The Philippines, a country of
island gradually appeared on the Pacific Ocean. The geographic segmentation could not impede
" man's pace to expend their living space. Fertile soil, plenty of rain and sunshine, etc., these
favorable natural conditions attracted many Asian people to cross the vast sea and settle here.

In the earlier days, on the Chinese people's journey to the Southeast Asia, they also stepped on
the land of the Philippines. Long before the discovery of the Philippines by Magellan, Ferdinand
(about1480—1521), the Philippines had witnessed the pace of Chinese people's immigration. It is
recorded that about 1500 years ago, there were Southeastern immigrants voyaging to Luzon. In
the 9th century, there were trade affairs between China and the Philippines. Especially in the
Song Dynasty, Chinese goods flowed into the Philippines incessantly. Also flowing into the
Philippines was the Chinese culture. Many words of Chinese origin can be found in the main
language of the Philippines. The Chinese porcelain vase and dish found by Filipino archeologists
proved to be brought in by the Chinese merchants in the Ming Dynasty. The overseas Chinese
built shelters and houses, worked and bred their offspring on this beautiful and rich land,
creating a simple and amazing history generation after generation.

All of these melting together are a kind of necessity for human's living, as well as a form of
destiny between different races.

Once the overseas Chinese took their root in the Philippines, they were like the green plants
there, absorbing the strong wind on the Pacific, the hot sun on the Equator, and then blooming
and bearing fruits.

During the 400 years' Spanish colonial ruling period, overseas Chinese suffered holocausts many
times, casualty up to 300,000. Blood finally waked up people's slumping spirits. The Filipino
people took up their weapons to fight against the colonists. In this process, the overseas Chinese
offered their generous help. For Example, Hou Azhu, a Chinese General, personally guided the
Filipino Revolutionary Army in the battles; Roman Wangbin, a Chinese merchant, offered all
his finances to help the Revolutionary Army buy ammunitions; Fuxi Lhysa, a Filipino national
hero, was a Chinese offspring. People of Chinese origin are also not rare to see among the
elites in the contemporary Filipino mainstream society. Corazon C. Aquino, the first Filipino
Woman President, also had her origin in South Fujian, China. Jaime L. Cardinal Sin, Archbishop
of the Philippines, had his ancestors from Xiamen (Amoy), China.

So far, there are about 2 million overseas Chinese in the Philippines, accounting for 1.5% of
the total Filipino population of 86 million. However, these overseas Chinese is an important
force for the economic construction of the Philippines. Their financial total amount has covered
more than 60% of the national amount. As a developing country, the Philippines has an urgent
need to develop its economy. Without any doubt, the amazing economic success of the overseas
Chinese is a great contribution to the country. The overseas Chinese in the early days had a



long and difficult time in their starting of careers. On the eve of the establishment of the Sino—
Filipino relations in 1975, the Filipino government admitted the overseas Chinese groups to have
the Filipino nationality and become Filipino citizens. The previous various Kinds of restrictions
on the overseas Chinese were cancelled and they can have the same rights as the Filipino natives.
All these innovations greatly invoked the enthusiasm and wisdom of the overseas Chinese. In
the 1990s, the overseas Chinese had played an essential part in the economic aspect, and helped
bring about the taking—off the Filipino economy. In 1992, President Ramos organized six famous
Filipino Chinese business tycoons with their groups to visit China, which was a symbol of
great appraisal for the overseas Chinese contributions to the national economy.

According to the Filipino history experts, the effects of the overseas Chinese are mostly in the
economic aspect. However, in fact, besides this, they also made eye—catching achievements to
the other aspects, such as the commerce and industry, finance, culture, press, sports, politics
and social activity. We now call these people "Elites of the Filipino Chinese".

The more than 2000 overseas Chinese societies led by the Federation of Filipino—Chinese Chambers
of Commerce and Industry are making great efforts to the harmonious relations of the Chinese
society, the promotion of their social status, and the friendly communication of the Sino—Filipino
people.
The overseas Chinese also grand large sums of money to the charitable activities. They establish
free firefighting teams, free clinics and schools in the countryside and provide free service for
the Filipino people. They devote not only money and energy but also even their life. The new
technique of hybrid rice was brought to the Philippines by them and applied to experiment
successfully, which helped settle the food problem for the Phi]jppines, a country of large population
and limited farming land.

In the process of their establishment of career, the overseas Chinese showed many virtues, which
were also important factors to their success. They loved their Motherland and were determined
to achieving success; they emphasized faith and honesty, and liked helping others; they are
brave to adventure and at the same time full of wisdom; they are diligent and led a simple and
thrifty life.

They had sincere and deep love for their ancestors and Motherland. They often went back to
their hometowns and grant money to some charitable programs.

For all their excellence and decency, we naturally focus our view on these representatives of the
overseas Chinese, the Elites of the Overseas Chinese. This book is aimed at reflecting their
enterprising process, spreading their success experience, highlighting their noble virtues and
exhibiting their life. Let them known to the Filipinos, the Chinese, and the overseas Chinese
all over the world, for what they showed to us is the common wealth of the human beings.
Everyone who has ever made contributions to the human society should never be overlooked or
forgotten. Their names should be remembered and carved in the depth of time.

Herein came this book of Elites of Overseas Chinese.
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