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Passage 1
(2012 %% C)

When Frida Kahlo’s paintings were on show in London, a poet described her paintings as “a ribbon (244} ) around a
bomb”. Such comments seem to suggest Kahlo had a big influence on the art world of her time. Sadly, she is actually a
much bigger name today than she was during her time.

Born in 1907 in a village near Mexico City, Kahlo suffered from polio (/]» JLIFESFE ) at the age of seven. Her spine
(% #F ) became bent as she grew older. Then, in 1925, her back was broken in several places in a school-bus accident.
Throughout the rest of her life, the artist had many operations, but nothing was able to cure the terrible pain in her back.
However, the accident had an unexpected side effect. While lying in her bed recovering, Kahlo taught herself to paint.

In 1929, she got married to Diego Rivera, another famous Mexican artist. Rivera’s strong influence on Kahlo’s style
can be seen in her early works, but her later works from the 1940s, known today as her best works, show less influence
from her husband.

Unfortunately, her works did not attract much attention in the 1930s and 1940s, even in her home country. Her first
one-woman show in Mexico was not held until 1953. For more than a decade after her death in 1954, Kahlo’s works
remained largely unnoticed by the world, but in the 1970s her works began to gain international fame at last.

What does the phrase “a much bigger name” in Paragraph 1 most nearly mean?

¥

> Oy

‘A a far better artist B. a far more gifted artist
C. a much stronger person D. a much more famous person
The terrible pain Kahlo suffered was caused by "
Al polio B. her bent spine
C. back injuries D. the operations she had
. Kahlo’s style had become increasingly independent since the
A. 1930s B. 1940s C. 1950s D. 1970s
. What is the author’s attitude toward Kahlo?
A. Devotion. B. Sympathy.
C. Worry. . D. Encouragement.
[ERFC)
painting n. %3 (1F %) ; b & describe v. B %; # 5 , f%; Mk
comment n. #Fit; &I ; EHF influence n. #vf1; %A v. Hvhr; Bg
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bent adj. % # 44 side effect &] 4k /A
recover v. Y AL (AR A1 e F) work n. (ZARE R, Ml RF6G) 1F5; I
attract attention 5| A2 & decade n. +4

(58K T]

1. Rivera’s strong influence on Kahlo’s style can be seen in her early works, but her later works from the 1940s,
known today as her best works, show less influence from her husband.

)2t butEHE A IEF) ), B ARG R RS B, A MIAFERTC R

(B2HFL) L2 ExFis 8 R EXYAikBhFiEes FMES b A2, (22208 2405 K205 6915
o, AR S AN TA R SR AT 69V S0, AT LBk h 6 4k L K af e a4 ),

2. For more than a decade after her death in 1954, Kahlo’s works remained largely unnoticed by the world, but in
the 1970s her works began to gain international fame at last.

AL B butiE R (9 IF 5 47) , HiTE ) v for | I DIRTE , remainfEoh Rahia M T 2 RREH , J52K A0
(AR TE T, 4TG5 R A A 5

(BEFL) £H1954F XX G0+ 5L, FitEm—AAMRIIREANXE, 28] 72082705
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Passage 2
(2011 BEFE B)

Most people know that Marie Curie was the first woman to win the Nobel Prize, and the first person to win it twice.
However, few people know that she was also the mother of a Nobel Prize winner.

Born in September, 1897, Irene Curie was the first of the Curies’ two daughters. Along with nine other children
whose parents were also famous scholars, Irene studied in their own school, and her mother was one of the teachers. She
finished her high school education at the College of Sévigné in Paris.

Irene entered the University of Paris in 1914 to prepare for a degree in mathematics and physics. When World War I
began, Irene went to help her mother, who was using X-ray facilities( %% )to help save the lives of wounded soldiers.
Irene continued the work by developing X-ray facilities in military hospitals in France and Belgium. Her services were
recognised in the form of a Military’s Medal by the French government.

In 1918, Irene became her mother’s assistant at the Curie Institute. In December 1924, Frederic Joliot joined the |
Institute, and Irene taught him the techniques required for his work. They soon fell in love and were married in 1926.
Their daughter Helene was born in 1927 and their son Pierre five years later.

Like her mother, Irene combined family and career. Like her mother, Irene was awarded a Nobel Prize, along with :
her husband, in 1935. Unfortunately, also like her mother, she developed leukemia because of her work with radioactivity
(4759 HE ). Irene Joliot-Curie died from leukemia on March 17, 1956.

1. Why was Irene Curie awarded a Military Medal?
A. Because she received a degree in mathematics.
B. Because she contributed to saving the wounded.
C. Because she won the Nobel Prize with Frederic.
D. Because she worked as a helper to her mother.
2. Where did Irene Curie meet her husband Frederic Joliot?
A. At the Curie Institute. B. At the University of Paris.
C. At a military hospital. D. At the College of Sévigné.

2
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3. When was the second child of Irene Curie and Frederic Joliot born?
‘A In 1932, B.In 1927. C.In 1897. D. In 1926.
4. In which of the following aspects was Irene Curie different from her mother?
A. Irene worked with radioactivity. B/ Irene combined family and career.
C. Irene won the Nobel Prize once. D. Irene died from leukemia.
(ERFC]
along with 5 ------ —AL facility n. %4, &b
recognise v. A7 assistant n. 875
technique n. 3 AR require v. &K, #LE
combine v. (f& )B4 award v. #2F, £%
leukemia n. & % radioactivity n. 45444t

[§-:3::3.85)))

1. Along with nine other children whose parents were also famous scholars, Irene studied in their own school, and
her mother was one of the teachers.

Along with nine other children whose parents were also famous scholarsff{study ¥4k &, X MRIEH X Z T —
Awhoses | F 1) 5E T8 M AT, PRI 3E A4 FAS K, i Ry 5 2% 2. whose parents were also famous scholars ] &
& i1k Binine other children, along withi g 5e---+- —iR",

(BHFOLHE RIN D E—REMNATHFRES, IINPBEHXFHRIFLOFE, A, X
HhogF FALRIXAFARGHIFZ—,

2. When World War I began, Irene went to help her mother, who was using X-ray facilities(i% & )to help save the
lives of wounded soldiers.

who was using X-ray facilities to help save the lives of wounded soldiers J& 4 B il #4: 22 1% M A7), & i i3 BH her
mother,

(BEFX) S F—RER KRR A6 0H1E, AR L34 b S ab, L4l E £ A XH &R &1
L

Passage 3
(2011iZ5 C)

Many people believe Henry Ford invented the automobile (7% ). But Henry Ford did not start to build his first car
until 1896. That was eleven years after two Germans developed the world’s first automobile. Many people believe Henry
Ford invented the production line that moved a car’s parts to the worker, instead of making the worker move to the parts.
That is not true, either. Many factory owners used methods of this kind before Ford. What Henry Ford did was to use
other people’s ideas and make them better. And he made the whole factory a moving production line.

In the early days of the automobile, almost every car maker raced his cars. It was the best way of gaining public
notice. Henry Ford decided to build a racing car. Ford’s most famous race was his first one. It was also the last race in
which he drove the car himself.

The race was in 1901, at a field near Detroit. All of the most famous cars had entered, but only two were left: the
Winton and Ford’s. The Winton was famous for its speed. Most people thought the race was over before it began.

The Winton took an early lead. But halfway through the race, it began to lose power. Ford started to gain. And near
the end of the race, he took the lead. Ford won the race and defeated the Winton. His name appeared in newspapers and

he became well-known all over the United States. Within weeks of the race, Henry Ford formed a new automobile

«3s
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company. In 1903, a doctor in Detroit bought the first car from the company. That sale was the beginning of Henry Ford’s

dream. Ford said: “I will build a motor car for the great mass of people. It will be large enough for the family, but small

enough for one person to operate and care for. It will be built of the best materials. It will be built by the best men to be

employed. And it will be built with the simplest plans that modern engineering can produce. It will be so low in price that

no man making good money will be unable to own one.”

The Model T was a car of that kind. It only cost $850. It was a simple machine that drivers could depend on.

Doctors bought the Model T. So did farmers. Even criminals, they considered it the fastest and surest form of

transportation. Americans loved the Model T. They wrote stories and songs about it. Thousands of Model T’s were built

in the first few years.

1.

What do we know about Henry Ford from Paragraph 1?

A. He made good use of ideas from others.

C. He knew how to improve auto parts.

Why did Henry Ford take part in the 1901 car race?
A. To show off his driving skills.

C. To learn about new technology.

“That sale” in Paragraph 4 refersto

A. the selling of Ford cars at reduced prices

C. the selling of a car to a Detroit doctor

What was Henry Ford’s dream according to the text?
A. Producing cars for average customers.

C. Designing more car models.

(ERIFC]

invent v. X9, 4]
race v. FLIE; ik B
public notice A & iE &
defeat v. 88 BE, 4TI
form v. 408, 4] &%
operate v. $#&4f
engineering n. LAk
criminal n. 34T
transportation n. 3Li#

(€21:3.82))

1. But Henry Ford did not start to build his first car until 1896.

not...until: FF]----- Heorees

B. He produced the first car in the world.

D. He invented the production line.

B. To draw public attention.

D. To raise money for his new company.

B. the sale of Model T to the mass of people
D. the sales target for the Ford Company

B. Building racing cars of simple design.

D. Starting more companies.

automobile n. 4 %

gain v. &KAF

lead n. 4T 5e 4%, LR,
appear v. H3

the mass of X % 4k, K34
employ v. &1

be unable to R 7 4k
consider v. 1A #
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2. Many people believe Henry Ford invented the production line that moved a car’s parts to the worker, instead of

making the worker move to the parts.
that moved a cars parts to the workerff{production line ) 52 1% . instead of &4\ i 415, AR ( - eer ) M
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Passage 4
(2010 188 A)
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F. Scott Fitzgerald, born on September 24, 1896, an American novelist, was once a student of St. Paul Academy, the

Newman School and attended Princeton University for a short while. In 1917 he joined the army and was posted in

Alabama, where he met his future wife Zelda Sayre. Then he had to make some money to impress her.

His life with her was full of great happiness, as he wrote in his diary: “My
own happiness in the past often approached such joy that I could share it even with
the person dearest to me but had to walk it away in quiet streets and take down parts
of it in my diary.”

This Side of Paradise, his first novel, was published in 1920. Encouraged by
its success, Fitzgerald began to devote more time to his writing. Then he continued
with the novel The Beautiful and Damned (1922 ), a collection of short stories Tales
of the Jazz Age (1922), and a play The Vegetable (1923 ). But his greatest success
was The Great Gatsby, published in 1925, which quick brought him praise from the
literary world. Yet it failed to give him the needed financial security. Then, in 1926,
he published another collection of short stories All the Sad Young Men.

However, Fitzgerald’s problems with his wife Zelda affected his writing.
During the 1920s he tried to reorder his life, but failed. By 1930, his wife had her

first breakdown and went to a Swiss clinic. During this period he completed novels

F. Scott Fitzgerald (1896-1940)

Tender Is the Night in 1934 and The Love of the Last Tycoon in 1940. While his wife was in hospital in the United States,
he got totally addicted to alcohol. Sheila Graham, his dear friend, helped him fight his alcoholism.

1. How many novels written by Fitzgerald are mentioned in the passage?
A.5 B.6 Cal

D.8

2. Which of the following is the correct order to describe Fitzgerald's life according to the passage?

a. He became addicted to drinking.

b. He studied at St. Paul Academy.

c. He published his first novel This Side of Paradise.

d. The Great Gatsby won high praise.

e. He failed to reorder his life.

f. He joined the army and met Zelda.

A. f-c-e-a-b-d B. b-e-a-f-c-d C. f-d-e-c-b-a
3. We can infer from the passage that Fitzgerald

A. had made some money when he met Zelda in Alabama

B. was well educated and well off before he served in the army

C. would have completed more works if his wife hadn’t broken down

D. helped his friend get rid of drinking while his wife was in hospital
4. The passage is probably followed by a concluding paragraph about

D. b-f-c-d-e-a

A. Zelda’s personal life B. Zelda’s illness and treatment

C. Fitzgerald’s friendship with Graham D. Fitzgerald’s contributions to the literary world

(ERIFC)
) FT4E

novelist n. 3L &K attend v. E(%), aT4&
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damned adj. %54, AR TLAY

financial adj. W 469, M B89, £ aréh
breakdown n. (Hi#¥ | 4k 1 569 ) 5% 85, %38

get addicted to #T#5 T, L&
[§3:3.3=))

F. Scott Fitzgerald, born on September 24, 1896, an American novelist, was once a student of St. Paul Academy, the
Newman School and attended Princeton University for a short while.

academy7 2 EYGHE B A “Fr 8" A9E X attend: F(2%), i, XHATLLFER“#E" . for a short while:
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Passage 5
(2010 #& B)

When Mary Moore began her high school in 1951, her mother told her, “Be sure and take a typing course so when
this show business thing doesn’t work out, you’ll have something to rely on.” Mary responded in typical teenage fashion.
From that moment on, “the very last thing I ever thought about doing was taking a typing course,” she recalls.

The show business thing worked out, of course. In her career, Mary won many awards. Only recently, when she
began to write Growing Up Again, did she regret ignoring her mom, “I don’t know how to use a computer,” she admits.

Unlike her 1995 autobiography, After All, her second book is less about life as an award-winning actress and more
about living with diabetes (B} JR %5 ). All the money from the book is intended for the Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation(JDRF ), an organization she serves as international chairman. “I felt there was a need for a book like this,”
she says. “I didn’t want to lecture, but I wanted other diabetics to know that things get better when we’re self-controlled
and do our part in managing the disease.”

But she hasn’t always practiced what she teaches. In her book, she describes that awful day, almost 40 years ago,
when she received two pieces of life-changing news. First, she had lost the baby she was carrying, and second, tests
showed that she had diabetes. In a childlike act, she left the hospital and treated herself to a box of doughnuts ( Ff{Fi[E ).
Years would pass before she realized she had to grow up—again—and take control of her diabetes, not let it control her.
Only then did she kick her three-pack-a-day cigarette habit, overcome her addiction to alcohol, and begin to follow a
balanced diet.

Although her disease has affected her eyesight and forced her to the sidelines of the dance floor, she refuses to fall into
self-pity. “Everybodyonearthcanask, ‘whyme?’ aboutsomethingorother,” she insists. “Itdoesn’tdo any good. No one is
immune (%1 ) to heartache, pain, and disappointments. Sometimes we can make things better by helping others. I've

come to realize the importance of that as I've grown up this second time. I want to speak out and be as helpful as I can be.”

1. Why did Mary feel regretful?
A. She didn’t achieve her ambition.
C. She didn’t complete her high school.

2. We can know that before 1995 Mary ;
A. had two books published

C. knew how to use a computer
6

B. She didn’t take care of her mother.
D. She didn’t follow her mother’s advice.

B. received many career awards
D. supported the JDRF by writing
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3. Mary’s second book Growing Up Again is mainly about her .

A. living with diabetes B. successful show business

C. service for an organization D. remembrance of her mother
4. When Mary received the life-changing news, she .

A. lost control of herself B. began a balanced diet

C. tried to get a treatment D. behaved in an adult way

5. What can we know from the last paragraph?
A. Mary feels pity for herself.
B. Mary has recovered from her disease.
C. Mary wants to help others as much as possible.
D. Mary determines to go back to the dance floor.

(EREC]

typing n. 475 show business 7% 7 ¥

work out /= 4 %5 R ; IE A 2L fashion n. % X, #-F

recall v. BfzA2, =48 ignore v. ZARL, ff-eee-- rFEs
autobiography n. # 4% award-winning adj. 3£ %69, HF6, —iked
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1. When Mary Moore began her high school in 1951, her mother told her, “Be sure and take a typing course so
when this show business thing doesn’t work out, you’ll have something to rely on.”
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2. All the money from the book is intended for the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF ), an organization
she serves as international chairman.
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Passage 6
(2009 BEFE B)

When people hear a president speak, they seldom think about others helping to shape the presentation ( f{z £ ).
Today, however, presidents depend on writers such as J. Terry Edmonds to help them communicate ( 38 i ) effectively.

oo
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Edmonds is the first African American ever to work as a full-time speechwriter for a U. S. president; he is also the first
African American to serve as director of speechwriting for the White House. His is an all-American story of success.

Edmonds grew up in Baltimore, Maryland; his father drove a truck, and his mother worked as a waitress. A great
reader, Edmonds showed a gift for writing at his high school, Baltimore City College. After graduating in 1967, Edmonds
went on to Morgan State University.

Edmonds began his career in business, with jobs in public relations and communications. He joined the world of
politics as news secretary for his congressman ( {431 it ) from Baltimore. During Bill Clinton’s presidency, he wrote
speeches for Health and Human Services Secretary Donna Shalala and worked in a number of jobs in the White House
and in governmental departments. President Clinton then appointed ({T:1iir ) him to the office of director of speechwriting.
Following the 2000 elections, Edmonds returned to Morgan State University as the school’s special assistant to the
president for 2001-2002.

1. Which of the following statements is TRUE according to the text?
A. Edmonds proved himself to be good at writing at high school.
B. Edmonds graduated from Morgan State University in 1967.
C. Edmonds was the first full-time speechwriter.
D. Edmonds served the White House after 2000.

2. Edmonds entered the world of politics firstas

A. news secretary for a congressman B. a speechwriter for President Clinton
C. news secretary in the White House D. a speechwriter for Secretary Donna Shalala
3. The text is most likely to be found in a book about
A. popular science B. historical events C. successful people D. political systems
(ERIFLC)
shape v. #]4E, 1, #Big effectively adv. A %
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1. Edmonds is the first African American ever to work as a full-time speechwriter for a U. S. president; he is also the
first African American to serve as director of speechwriting for the White House.
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2. During Bill Clinton’s presidency, he wrote speeches for Health and Human Services Secretary Donna Shalala
and worked in a number of jobs in the White House and in governmental departments.
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Passage 7
(2009 #fiL E)

Four people in England, back in 1953, stared at Photo 51. It wasn’t much—a picture showing a black X. But three of
these people won the Nobel prize for figuring out what the photo really showed—the shape of DNA. The discovery
brought fame and fortune to scientists James Watson, Francis Crick, and Maurice Willkins. The fourth, the one who
actually made the picture, was left out.

Her name was Rosalind Franklin. “She should have been up there,” says historian Mary Bowden. “If her photo
hadn’t been there, the others couldn’t have come up with the structure. ” One reason Franklin was missing was that she
had died of cancer four years before the Nobel decision. But now scholars doubt that Franklin was not only robbed of her
life by disease but robbed of credit by her competitors.

At Cambridge University in the 1950s, Watson and Crick tried to make models by cutting up shapes of DNA’s parts
and then putting them together. In the meantime, at King’s College in London, Franklin and Wilkins shone X-rays at the
molecule (43F ). The rays produced patterns reflecting the shape.

But Wilkins and Franklin’s relationship was a lot rockier than the celebrated teamwork of Watson and Crick.
Wilkins thought Franklin was hired to be his assistant. But the college actually employed her to take over the DNA
project.

What she did was to produce X-ray pictures that told Watson and Crick that one of their early models was inside out.
And she was not shy about saying so. That angered Watson, who attacked her in return. “Mere inspection suggested that
she would not easily bend. Clearly she had to go or be put in her place. ”

As Franklin’s competitors, Wilkins, Watson and Crick had much to gain by cutting her out of the little group of
researchers, says historian Pnina Abir-Am. In 1962 at the Nobel prize awarding ceremony, Wilkins thanked 13 colleagues
by name before he mentioned Franklin. Watson wrote his book laughing at her. Crick wrote in 1974 that “Franklin was
only two steps away from the solution. ”

No, Franklin was the solution. “She contributed more than any other player to solving the structure of DNA. She
must be considered a co-discoverer,” Abir-Am says. This was backed up by Aaron Klug, who worked with Franklin and
later won a Nobel Prize himself. Once described as the “Dark Lady of DNA”, Franklin is finally coming into the light.

1. What is the text mainly about?
A. The disagreements among DNA researchers. B. The unfair treatment of Franklin.
C. The process of discovering DNA. D. The race between two teams of scientists.

2. Watson was angry with Franklin because she

A. took the lead in the competition B. kept her results from him
C. proved some of his findings wrong D. shared her data with other scientists
3. Why is Franklin described as “Dark Lady of DNA™?
A. She developed pictures in dark labs. B. She discovered the black X—the shape of DNA.
C. Her name was forgotten after her death. D. Her contribution was unknown to the public.

4. What is the writer’s attitude toward Wilkins, Watson and Crick?

A. Disapproving. B. Respectful.
C. Admiring. D. Doubtful.
(ERIFLC]
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1. But three of these people won the Nobel prize for figuring out what the photo really showed—the shape of DNA.
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2. What she did was to produce X-ray pictures that told Watson and Crick that one of their early models was inside
out.
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Passage 8
(2008 183 A)

After the Summer Olympics are over, when all the athletes and viewers have gone home and the television audience
has switched off, another group of athletes and fans will arrive at the host city, and another competition will begin. These
are the Paralympics, the games for athletes with a disability. But in Beijing in 2008, for the first time, one of the greatest
paralympians will not be taking part.

She is a British athlete by the name of Tanni Grey-Thompson. Born with spine bifida (& #£%¢ ) which left her
paralysed from the waist down. Tanni used a wheelchair from the age of 7. At first, she was not keen on sport, apart from
horse-riding, which gave her a sense of freedom. But in her teens, she started taking sports more seriously. She tried
swimming, basketball and tennis. Eventually she found athletics, and never looked back.

Indeed, Tanni’s athletic career took off. In 1984, when she was 15, she pulled off a surprise victory in the 100 metres
at the Junior National Wheelchair Games.

In 1988, Tanni went to her first Paralympic Games in Seoul. She won bronze in the 400 metres. Even greater
success followed at the 1992 Barcelona Paralympics. Tanni won gold in the 100, 200, 400 and 800 metres relay, setting
two world records in the process. In the same year she achieved the first of her six London Wheelchair Marathon
victories.

Tanni’s enduring success has been part motivation (#/j#/l ), part preparation. “The training I do that enables me to
be a good sprinter (% #1iz 3] 71 ) enables me to be good at a marathon too. I train 50 weeks of the year and that keeps me
prepared for whatever distance I went to race...I am still competing at a very high level, but as I get older things get harder
and I want to retire before I fall apart. ”

Indeed Tanni retired finally after the Visa Paralympic World Cup in 2007. Her wish is to coach young athletes for
Beijing 2008 Olympic Games.

In spite of ups and downs, she never takes her fate lying down. In her splendid life, she has won an amasing eleven
gold medals, four silvers and one bronze in a series of Paralympics—a top lever athletic career covering two decades. She
has won the London Wheelchair Marathon six times, more than any other competitor, and she has set over thirty world
records.

What advice does she have for young athletes? “Work hard at your studies, and then train, train, and train again. ”
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