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WHOEVER has made a voyage up the Hudson must remember the Kaatskill mountains, They are a dismembered branch of the great Appalachian family, and are seen
away to the west of the river, swelling up to a noble height, and lording it over the surrounding country. Every change of season, every change of weather, indeed, every
hour of the day, produces some change in the magical hues and shapes of these mountains, and they are regarded by all the good wives, far and near, as perfect
barometers. When the weather is fair and settled, they are clothed in blue and purple, and print their bold outlines on the clear evening sky, but, sometimes, when the
rest of the landscape is cloudless, they will gather a hood of gray vapors about their summits, which, in the last rays of the setting sun, will glow and light up like a crown
of glory.At the foot of these fairy mountains, the voyager may have descried the light smoke curling up from a village, whose shingle-roofs gleam among the trees, just
where the blue tints of the upland melt away into the fresh green of the nearer landscape. It is a little village of great antiguity, having been founded by same of the
Dutch colonists, in the early times of the province, just about the beginning of the government of the good Peter Stuyvesant, (may he rest in peace!) and there were
some of the houses of the original settlers standing within a few years, built of small yellow bricks brought from Holland, having latticed windows and gable fronts,
surmounted with weather-cocks.In that same village, and in one of these very houses (which, to tell the precise truth, was sadly time-worn and weather-beaten), there
lived many years since, while the country was yet a province of Great Britain, a simple good-natured fellow of the name of Rip Van Winkle WHOEVER has made a voyage
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It may be safely assumed that, two thousand
years ago, before Caesar set foot in southern Britain,
the whole countryside visible from the windows
of the room in which I write, was in what is called
“the state of nature.” Except, it may be, by raising
a few sepulchral mounds, such as those which still,
here and there, break the flowing contours of the
downs, man’s hands had made no mark upon it; and
the thin veil of vegetation which overspread the
broad-backed heights and the shelving sides of the
coombs was unaffected by his industry. The native
grasses and weeds, the scattered patches of gorse,
contended with one another for the possession of the
scanty surface soil; they fought against the droughts
of summer, the frosts of winter, and the furious gales
which swept, with unbroken force, now from the
Atlantic, and now from the North Sea, at all times
of the year; they filled up, as they best might, the
gaps made in their ranks by all sorts of underground
and overground animal ravagers. One year with
another, an average population, the floating balance
of the unceasing struggle for existence among the
indigenous plants, maintained itself. It is as little
to be doubted, that an essentially similar state of
nature prevailed, in this region, for many thousand
years before the coming of Caesar; and there is no
assignable reason for denying that it might continue
to exist through an equally prolonged futurity, except
for the intervention of man.

Reckoned by our customary standards of duration,
the native vegetation, like the “everlasting hills” which
it clothes, seems a type of permanence. The little
Amarella Gentians, which abound in some places
today, are the descendants of those that were trodden
underfoot, by the prehistoric savages who have left
their flint tools, about, here and there; and they followed
ancestors which, in the climate of the glacial epoch,
probably flourished better than they do now. Compared
with the long past of this humble plant, all the history
of civilized men is but an episode.

(Huxley, 1911: 1-2)
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18, FSELAYIFIEAE ™ RN 4 B EMa R bt B, MR
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MMERBRW RN TFEE, ez, PUVEK, SR, SRR
e, FFLR, ENME", “BEZHN, RERR, BT, HEE
4, FEZY, WMABES", F%. XLPUFEEM b TERECPHE LI,
MR SCPER T — R ESCRT A B 228, (RSO R, <%
W, X IERSCE OMFFRIE S 36, MR AE S RAE (RiER) +
B TR,

BESR SRR R HE, I SCER A RE HIEMAES KE RS H
FAE, RERELFEHE, W HAEEARE T " 18 “RAE". “iE
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W, MR fREIE. WEh, TEMRARCY RET, RETFEEX, BRI
gales which swept, with unbroken force, now from [the Atlantic], and now from [the
North Sea], "JiFRMKZE; “HAFAMTHE" 6y “#H~ (& “WR"),
PR SCHY except for [the intervention of man]; “242Z T W™ HRI“2L”™ (B“S7),
# to day; “M=HAFERANEF Z” 9 “=", & “@md, b, 'l
w18 “PAK” s T B “HE”, FPAE Compared with the long past [of this
humble plant], all the history of...,

XL EE HENSBERELR DM, EEMFESRE 8 LiF 5 M
WTIRA B, SRR, EESED S HERNBCOR, Xt HA%
—HBERNETRESWAFEZ U A EERE., 4%, SZHER
HIRTES KA R —MRFA BRI, PRAEFEYHEE N
%o WMSHIEL, WEREFHEWR T, 26 ALETHBRERE, BrlfEs
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It may be safely assumed (1) that, two thousand years ago, before Caesar
set foot (2) in southern Britain (3), the whole countryside visible from the
windows of the room (4) in which I write (5), was in what is called “the

state of nature.” (6)
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AR E—ANMEF, HAM AT 5% AR E R R R4,
ifii >k B T 5 3CF—%) 4 ) man’s hands had made no mark upon it, X2#4)%
FERE, BEFCE_BRE AN R, St AREE BT
HIITE, 2% —E P A in southern Britain, the whole country side 5% —E
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MR A b AR A T ST ) ik 8 4 of T4l X JR SC R BRAR, TR SC ) Y
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the furious gales which swept, #F{E “B K& M”, J& L furious i /& gales [
SETE, XS MESE “K” Zal, T EE; F5& by all sorts of
underground and overground animal ravagers, #{i¥ “ A S EZ KK, T
AW Bih”, — 40 ravagers, RIFHAFRIERS, BHFM T #S3hiE
“RERRKT RN “EEET, dEMEA T IRALEROEM T AN, AW KR
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A B MIESCRSYs T A SEZERK, FTHRGZEG PR C5ET
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+3), “HA B, SHEAPRR (GRS B0 CGRHE) ).
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REGRRATIR, X LHRAE L, RAMFAAE 5] R ER 1
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and weeds, E{E “IBEZE, ATHZHE", FIPEASTUFEHE B9 X 6L R 30—
MEFRAIFYA; A the state of nature, FF “RIERIK”, MHYIM L E T
Ko (RKERY PREIFEMHERE, ZRKEAMOANBREE, X—#K
THHEF R W22 T ous A HEI a I, R4,

Fil “W #F, FEE AR IUE, 10 the thin veil of vegetation which
overspread the broad-backed heights and the shelving sides of the coombs, #{iF{E
“WEARMMR, SEEINEE”, trodden underfoot, by the prehistoric savages who have
left their flint tools, WI# “FERAFZR" bt —EH L, BEALHETIE flint
tool I 3 T Al RES M AAY PR,  LAEIFSCIUAEINH
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in the climate of the glacial epoch, #iFA(E “E & Zfl, WK, ERIESTY
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B TR SCHIE L. A one year with another, an average population, the floating
balance of the unceasing struggle for existence..., maintained itself, #iF¥{EF “%{
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f4F, EARRIETAML", Hep, “BEZi” —iFkE T L~ the scanty
surface soil, MWIBTE E—APEEBFHN “(KiE) —HEL", W “FEZ
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B, v A G EE, EARIETAA” WRTE one year with another il
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PiAEERA SRR, SOESOEAES SR
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