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Preface <3

Preface

This year marks the 30" anniversary of the establishment of Shandong Philatelic Associa-
tion. It is therefore of great significance for us to look back conscientiously the history of philat-
ely in Shandong province, to unearth and rescue its relevant materials and to sum up its fine
tradition and useful experiences. [ The History of Shandong Philately] compiled and edited
through the organization of Shandong Post Co. and Shandong Philatelic Fedration is a truthful
review of the development and the brilliant achievements of philately in Shandong over the past
hundred years and more. It has demonstrated the law operating and the tendency guiding the
development of philately in the Province; recorded the consistent enthusiasm and sentiment of
the collectors on one hand and the devoted pioneering spirit of the philatelic workers on the oth-
er, both making their due contributions to the growth and development of philately not only in
Shandong but also throughout China.

A spiritual home, a miniature world, stamps are not only post rate labels but a miniatur-
ised encyclopedia, a verification of history, an epitome of culture and a descriptive scroll of so-
ciety. The Shandong Wartime General Post Office set up in 1942 published the first Chinese
commemorative stamps depicting portraits of Mao Zhe-dong and Zhu De and in commemoration
of the 7" Congress of CPC and Aug 1" Army Day, thus providing later generations with pre-
cious postal items and revolutionary relics of historic heritage. In the recent past, quite a num-
ber of stamp issues with Shandong connection have been published such as “Mount Tai”,
“The Outlaws of the Marsh” , “ Sun Zi on Art of War”, “The 2540 Anniversary of the Birth
of Confucius”, “Ancient Chinese Thinkers” , “Ghost Stories from Liao Zhai (Studio)” and
“the Love Story of Liang Shan-bo and Zhu Ying-tai”. These issues have presented from differ-
ent angles a comprehesive picture of the history, human culture and customs and habits in the

Province, enabling people to know better, to understand thoroughly and to be closer to Shan-
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dong, thus, affecting extensive influence both in and outside of China. It is precisely the deep-
rooted cultural foundation and rich local cultural resources that have promoted the vigorous de-
velopment of Shandong philately and secured a place of importance for it nationally.

Philately is a mass cultural activity combining knowledge and interest. It is also a major
component part of in the formation of spiritual civilization. Early in the second decade of the
last century, many stamp collectors in Shandong set up and joined philatelic organs like Zhong-
Hua, XinGuang and JiaXu stamp societies. Since the establishment of New China, Jinan and
Qingdao in Shandong were among those very few Chinese cities initiating in selling stamps for
philately and organizing philatelic activities. Since the establishment of SPF in 1983, suppor-
ted and showered with concern by the Party, the Government and various social circles, the
philatelic organs at different levels, raising high the great banner of socialism with Chinese
characteristics and adhering fast to the central issue of covering all service, have widely popu-
larised philatelic knowledge, enriched the collector masses’ cultural life and sharpened their
taste tremendously, thus, greatly expanded their influence in social life. The ever fast-growing
philately has already stepped onto a positive road of development playing a major role in enhan-
cing advanced socialist culture. Today, there are 265 philatelic organizations in our Province
with a membership of ninety - six thousand and a total of two hundred thirty-two thousand col-
lector masses. Stamp collections recommended by Shandong to exhibit in world and internation-
al stamp shows and exhibitions have won consecutively large gold, national large gold and gold
medals, bringing high honor to China and Shandong province.

At present, the economic and social development in Shandong is standing on a new histor-
ical starting point, under the correct leadership of the Party’s Central Committee headed by
general secretary Comrade Xi Jin-Ping, the people of Shandong Province are studying and im-
plementing in earnest the spirit and policies laid down by the Party’ s third session of the eigh-
teenth Committee, uniting and rousing themselves as one in their efforts to accelerate the build-
ing up of a powerful province, to write up a new page in their happy life, striving to achieve a-
head of time, a more prosperous and wealthy society and the realization of the dream of the

Chinese Nation’ s great revival. It is our hope that the broad masses of philatelic workers, col-
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lectors in the Province will continue their endeavour with a path-breaking and innovative spirit,
concentrating on the main theme, delivering positive energy , cementing concentric force in
order to hammer philately into a local cultural brand with Shandong characteristics, mean-
while, making new and further contributions to promoting the continuous healthy development
of Shandong’ social economy in general and its postal administrative work and philately in par-

ticular.

Wang Jun-min
Honorary Chairman of the Shandong Philatelic Association

Dec. 2013
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Foreword

[ The History of Shandong Philately] has recorded the more than 130 years of continuous-
ly developing philately in Shandong from scrape since the establishment of the YanTai Customs
Letter Office in 1878 up to the end of 2010.

[ The History of Shandong Philately] is completed under the direct leadership of the
Shandong Postal Company and the Shandong Philatelic Federation, with the concrete guid-
ance of the Federation’ s Academic Committee, and by the joint efforts of all its members
as well as the strong support from all social circles . It consists of seven chapters with index
comprising over 400, 000 words. It presents in the main, the following topics, the open-
ing and development of modern post service in Shandong ; China’ s early philatelic socie-
ties and early philatelic activities in the Province; the establishment of Xin Sheng Stamp
Society in Jinan and the establishment, development and activities of Qingdao Philatelic So-
ciety; stamp issues from the Liberated Areas of Shandong, their collection, study, dissem-
ination and effect; the philatelic activities in Shandong since the establishment of New Chi-
na; the impact of the “ Cultural Revolution” on philately and its restoration in the new era;
the set-up and the consequent development of philatelic organizations at different levels un-
der Shandong Philatelic Federation. Included in its contents are also topics relating to the
achievement of raising the philatelic level through sponsoring philatelic exhibitions and en-
gaging in academic study; the holding of wide scale mass philatelic activities, philatelic
management and marketing.

Shandong Post has played an important role in Chinese Postal history, and the Prov-
ince is one of the earliest in China to open modern post service. Geographically, being an
area where China’ s main railway arteries, the Jin Pu and Jiao-Ji lineg meet, it has also
served the role of a communication hub. Shandong War Time Post was an early regular

postal organ led by the Chinese Communist Party. Under warring conditions, it created an
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organized post service of ‘ Combining Postal Affairs, Communication and Publication into
One’ , making inerasable contributions for the victory of both the Anti-Japanese War and
the Liberation War.

Philately in Shandong began relatively early than the rest of the country. According to in-
complete statistics, close to one hundred covers were dispatched from Shandong to Morse, a lo-
cal philatelist in Baden area, Germany. As early as 1914, commemorative post marks were al-
ready brought into service by Shandong Post for the public, Shandong philatelists participated
all the early Chinese philatelic societies. Philatelic items from Shandong War Time Post have
become historic relics belonging to the most sought for and collected items by philatelists and
collectors all around. Since the establishment of Shandong Philatelic Federation, philately has
thrived and developed vigorously. Philatelic organs at various levels take the initiative to organ-
ize philatelic lovers all over the Province to actively carry out all kinds of philatelic activities
making new contribution to the building of socialist spiritual civilization and a powerful econom-
ic/cultural province of Shandong. Collections by Philatelists of Shandong have won repeated
high rewards in international and world philatelic exhibitions, achieving honor for China in the
philatelic circles throughout the world.

To write history in time of high prosperity makes it possible to draw experiences from the
past. In order to record truthfully the more than one hundred years of philately in Shandong,
summing up the past, planning for the future, from since 2008, the Provincial Philatelic Fed-
eration has proposed to compile [ The History of Shandong Philately] and organized some of
the academic committee members and people concerned in different locations of the Province to
collect materials in an extensive way, to compile them systematically, and by putting heads to-
gether and adhering to the spirit of faithfulness to the history and seeking truth through facts,
they have surmounted all kinds of difficulties and finally completed the compilation of this piece
of historical work. Due to the long lapse and wide span of time, some materials from history
may have disappeared and mistakes or missing facts in the writing of [ The History of Shandong
Philately] are inevitable. We hereby sincerely hope and expect our readers, particularly phila-

telic readers, would forward their opinion and contribute their knowledge to make up for the



Foreword « 5.

shortage so that amendment could be made in our future revised edition.

Ma Zhi-min
Chairman of Shandong Philatelic Federation

Dec. 2013
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