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Preface

The research of regional self-development ability is the focal attention point
of the academic circles of regional economy. This paper attempts to build a new
normal form of regional self-development ability’s research, based on subjective
angle. And furthermore based on self-development ability’s angle, this paper
systematically explains the issues of China economic transformation and its re-
gional paths’ difference.

This book argues that the history of human society’s development is the his-
tory of ability’s development. The innovation of ability theory and its method is
the basic direction of discussing regional transformation and development, even
of discussing China’s social and economic transformation and develop-
ment. Building ability theory from subjective angel is the essence request of abil-
ity theory’s development.

From the subject’s angle, the regional self-development ability is defined
as the generation, development, exertion and promotion of the regional sub-
ject’ initiative in the social economy practice in the premise that regional func-
tion has been given, based on systematically discussing the intension and exten-
sion of ability conception. The process of the generation, development of the re-
gional self-development ability is the process that regional subject actively ad-
justs itself social economy behavioral pattern according to the changes in the ex-
ternal environment. According to the discussion above, the ability of regional
self-development is divided into four aspects, namely, individual, corporate,
government and organization development capacity. Meanwhile, on the basis of
extensively taking methods from relevant index system, the book puts forward
the basic framework which specifically measures the regional self-development a-
bility in order to providing a new paradigm for analyzing relevant questions of the
regional self-development ability.

This book argues that the self-development ability is a way to understand
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China’s economic transformation. Essentially, the process of economic transfor-
mation is the process of ability building, China’s economic transformation is ca-
pacity-oriented rather than market-oriented. Cultivating and improving the devel-
opment capacity is the logic mainline during the process of economic transforma-
tion, economic transformation must take capacity building as the guidance, so
as to avoid a variety of theoretical and practical problems arising from simply
market-oriented. Multidimension of capacity building in the subject and the
methods is the basic reason for the difference of the way of the regional economic
transformation, which is not only able to reveal the main force and source of
transformation, but also provides basic direction and thought to further improve
the regional self-development ability and to accelerate economic transformation.
This book argues that the cultivation of the regional development ability,
objectively subject to the rigid constraint of the position of regional function,
which decides the basic direction of the region’s subject capacity’s building. The
essence of regional problem is the contradiction and conflict between develop-
ment ability and regional function, and the core problem of enhancing the re-
gional development ability is how to match development capacity with functional
location. Institution designing and policy measures of regional capacity’s building
must focus on the main line that reduces or even eliminates the capability gap
which is related to the regional functional requirements. Meanwhile, the multifa-
rious backward reasons of the less developed areas’ social and economic devel-
opment level and the multifarious regional functional requirements determine that
there is not a promotion way which is suited for all less developed areas. We
must take targeted countermeasures with the specific reasons of the ability gap.
According to the evaluation index system and mathematical model of region-
al self-development ability and combined with the actual situation of China’s re-
gional economic transformation, this book makes positive analysis for self-devel-
opment ability in different less developed regions, especially uses Dingxi as a

model, and makes appropriate policy conclusions at last.
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