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INTRODUCTION

Born in Lang Fang city, Hebei
Province in April 1939, Wang Zhen grad-
uated from Central Industrial Art College
in 1964. Now he serves as General Man-
ager and Advanced Artiest for Beijing In-
dustrial Art Group Incorporation, Vice
Director for China Association for Indus-
trial Arts, Director for Beijing Association
for Industrial Arts, Director Member for
Beijing Advanced Art Ranks Rating Com-
mittee and Member for Ranting Commit-
tee of “China Industrial Artists” of China
Light Industries Ministry. He has pub-
lished such works as “Mountains-and-wa-
ters Paintings by Wang Zhen” and “The
Color of Wool Fabric”.
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Without seeing it personally, It is hard to believe that
Wang Zhen, Chief Manager for Beijing General Industrial Art
Company, is a good hand at painting. His paintings feature a
combination of traditional method with western coloring, show-
ing a unique fascination with both freehand and detailed strokes.
Under his impetus, many young people devoted to painting
course have created an active atmosphere of art in the enterpris-
es, which was vividly demonstrated in the recent exhibition of

national industrial arts painting.

For Wang Zhen, painting means nothing to follow literary
pursuits, because it is his original profession. In later 50’s,
Wang Zhen was enrolled into Tianjin Teachers School (Now
Tianjin Art College) to study western paintings and, two years
later, sent to Central Industrial Art College, studying paintings
there for 5 years. After graduation, he served as leader in facto-
ry and vice chief for textile bureau. He has never given up paint-
ing he loved deeply although he spent many of his years into ad-
ministrative works. As a saying goes that gain would come to-
gether with loss, and Wang Zhen moved to work with Chinese
painting instead of western ones when he had no enough time to
practice realistic painting characterized by fine brushwork and
close attention to details. He has persisted in painting as long as
there has been time.

Painting has been an integral part of his life though he was
not given the opportunity to work with paintings as a profession-
al. He was lucky"tq\capture the unity of industrial art and paint-
ing and make them losér, promoting each other. As a quiet job,
painting once forced him to seek out quiet hours from business
work, traveling through art world. It is hard for him to find his
position in reality and ideal. Probably owing to his persistence in
the past has turned into perplex, or previous dissatisfaction
turned into today’s sweet recollection, he has‘found the pleasure
of natural combination between administration and art. Art has
enabled him to be open-minded, enlightened and generous,

A Pure Heart Like Jade
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which closed further the relation between him and his col-
leagues. In international exchanges, his profession has also pro-
vided him with high proficiency.

The realm for which a lot of artists have pursued has been
to seek rules from a world without rules. The paintings pro-
duced by Wang Zhen give the best display to the beauty of con-
ception and form. Although I can not say that he has formed his
own style, yet the creation methods imposed by his environment
and work are truly unique and personalized, which is just be-

yond my expectation. He said: “My paintings have always been
incorporated with my feelings. ” Yes, as there has been no e-
nough time for him to copy and to refine his creation, “painting
just as I like” has been his feature, which is supported by 7
years of professional training and by his understanding of the
mountains and rivers of the motherland. In the year when every-
thing went right with him and he worked out Waterfalls at Jiuzai
Gou, which expressed his confidence with its bold and flowing.
His recent work Snow Thawing demonstrated his sincere wish-
es. The other works, even done in hard time, also reflect a high
and optimistic breadth of spirit. He thinks that painting has not
fostered his sentiment and enabled him to absorb unlimited
healthy tendency, but also encouraged him to aspire and achieve
the true, the good and the beautiful.

As a General Manager working hard with the management
and profit for the general company, he has discovered the way to
do just as he thinks it is right, like “painting just as I like”.
Here, art with its function to penetrate all industries, shows out
its limited yet beneficial potential power. Art has enabled him to
realize self liberation as well as the liberation of the enterprise.
Of course, this is just like the celebrated dictum by the well-
known painter Wu Guanzhong that “fly kite without breaking
the line”; and, with the line in hand, one’s heart flies freely and
highly with the wind.
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Autumn Reddening All Over
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Reflection of the south reaches of Yangtze River
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Snow and Mountain
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Row Boat over Rivers form Mountains
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Waterfalls at Jiuzai Gou

14



