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Abstract

The trans-boundary living and writing of V. S. Naipaul, the winner of
Nobel Prize for Literature in 2001, has showed his unique thinking connotations.,
aesthetical tendencies and foresights. As a literary pioneer writing for over 60
years. Naipaul has experienced between apprenticeship, mainly following literary
traditions. and mid-late periods, developing maturely a writing style characteristic of
rational and speculative thoughts. In some sense, Naipaul is a literary scholar for
his innovation in styles; an intelligent critic for his original literary viewpoints;
a serious historian for his keen awareness of history. His writing has developed
from narrow localism to colorful immigrant societies in globalization in accordance
with his living in London, a metropolis after World War 1II.

In light of perspectives of New Criticism. narratological theory, psychological
realism and cultural chronotope, this book tries to disclose “Close Writing” in
Naipaul’s four important works (“The Enigma of Arrival” * The Writer's
People™ “Half a life” and “Magic Seeds”) and his ethics and themes and
artistic features of the works as well. Hence, 1 argue that “Close Writing” is
the core of Naipaul's works.which comprises of the following aspects: Works
should reflect moral concern, ethical empathy and *Modern Sensibility” of the
writer. incarnate those most characteristic of times and society so as to be close
to history and truth.

This book consists of six parts. The “Introduction” part generally introduces
Naipaul's three writing periods and gives a relatively comprehensive and brief
introduction to studies on V. S. Naipaul at home and abroad whiling pointing

out the main standpoints of this book. Part One is the detailed presentation of
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“Close Writing”, its background of culture, history and main contents as well.
I argue that it is his strong ethical concern and writing aesthetics that lead to
Naipaul's critical assessment to those masterpieces by other writers, which are
also the keynotes to read and understand his works. Part Two is the study of
the prose work “The Writer's People”. a map of Naipaul's thought (called by
“New York Book Review”). It is “Close Writing” that leads to Naipaul's
different remarks about *“Madame Bovary” and *Salammbo” by Flaubert.
While repudiating colonists, Naipaul shows his great concern on the literature.
history and culture of Trinidad through his remarks on those writers from
Trinidad , his hometown. Upon his unique humanistic views of history to penetrate
amazingly into Indian history and literature, Naipaul points out that Indian
people’s blindness to their own faults is the root cause for their ignorance and
backwardness. Comprehensive evaluation of Mahatma Gandhi not only shows
Naipaul's sustainable academic efforts, but reflects objectively the formation of
his “Close Writing” thought. Part Three highlights “The Enigma of Arrival”, an
autobiographical novel. Thinking highly of Trinidad Indian’s humanistic attitudes
towards religion, Naipaul in essence presents his views of ideal life and criticizes
Britain aristocracy for its bad efforts on modern people. Part Four is the study of
the novel “Half a Life” and its sequel “Magic Seeds”, which attempts to
analyze the hero William. As a contemporary “superfluous man”, with his loss
and struggle for idealism, William is typical among those immigrants in globalization
to some degree. Perspectives of psychological realism and culture chronotope,
vividly describing the psychological activities of William, are two aspects of

“Close Writing” Thought. Conclusion is the last part.
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