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Saying wellness today risks appearing as a marketing operation, a term behind which often, softened by an aura of health
consciousness and positivity, lurks in reality one of the largest consumer industries in history.

More often than not it has been and is just so, with the complicity — more or less aware — of an army of architects and
designers, committed to dressing and to formally connoting precise and well codified commercial activities, rather than
contributing to recreating “healthy” environments in the real sense of the term, capable of transmitting positivity and wellbeing
ever through a wise use of architectonic space, shape, materials and colours, that is through a cultivated and sensitive
creativity. The recent productive intensification of the industry aimed at materials and decorative products dedicated to this
sector — ceramics, mosaics, enamelled glass and imitative artificial materials in general - all having their own aesthetic image
of immediate application, if on one hand they enhance an indispensable repertory of products, on the other all they do is
confirm a widespread orientation of designers towards the “pret & porter”, demonstrating a clear predisposition to speculation
and stylistic conformism rather than to pure research.

Even in this field some designers have never separated a profound commitment to formal research and the use of materials
from the principle of uniqueness and originality of a project, believing that even that of wellness is a space of welcoming par
excellence, different from others for a fundamental feature: every choice, from the architectonic project to the materials, from
the lighting to the colours — even though sometimes congenial to particular treatments - must strike psychological and emotive
aspects directly ascribable to wellbeing in a strict sense, in a measure that goes beyond the same activities that are done
there. Furthermore, the creations illustrated here highlight how often it is not necessary to make use of specific commercial
products, but instead how a sincere and emphatic, almost brutal but always harmonised use of traditional and conventional
materials, may —thanks to their intrinsic naturalness and beauty — contribute efficaciously to attainment of that positive feeling
and that sensation of psychological pleasure, that are the ideal prerequisite to spend a day of relaxation in a SPA.

Marco de Jorio
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Aguagranda Livigno Wellness Park
frrEEtg =ik - THEEERRE
Simone Micheli

Client: Aquagranda
Locationn: Livigno, Italy
Photography: Juergen Eheim
Area: 21,000 m?

is conceived as a masterpiece space where both  emotionally relaxing experiences and psycho-physical regeneration. The perceptual
are commemorated, thus permitting the visitor to live  experiences are ensured to be instantaneously transformed in wonderful memory. Covering
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