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English Grammar
’ and |

[ts Exceptions

¥ X ik X H A A
Rule 1.—A common noun in the singular number
requires “the” or “a” before it.

BA—— FLIEA S E R, B the”
B e |
The elephant is a mammalian animal. SSWHPLENH,
The lion is the king of beasts. ¥#RKpZE,
There is a pen on the table. SttAiiE—4L,

Exceptions.—There are many ways in which the
a article is usually omitted.

BIo — AR E T, AR
(r) Before a noun representing a member of
one’s own family.

AR RS EEP AR AR
Mother said I was sickly in my childhood. R4
7 7 I e
Father wired to me that he arrived at New York last
week. RWBMH S BE IR,
John Wang is younger brother to Jack Wang. ERE
Wiz S,
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(2) Before a complement noun denoting a
person in his family or official relation-

ship.
AE 2 R B SR AN A i M L
L BRRA R ‘

He was uncle to my friend. #S&&kZHR.

Elizabeth was daughter of Henry. #rREEfIBHHZ%L.

They crowned him king. #e$wposz. THP?

In October 1923, Tsao Kun was elected president. ¥
SUR— L= S IR

He'is heir to a large estate. EFHFASMEZIKIRA.

(3) Before nouns denoting professions.

TR R ER -
My friend Mr. Chang is professor of English literature
in a unpiversity., SKEATHHAFZ IR,
He is appointed Deputy Postal Commissioner. &£ -

RIS . 7
The president of the university appointed him assistant

professor. ABBHRAEEIRBIE.

(4) Before names of meals.

TERHH -
Is breakfast ready? R&EEHT?
Come and take potluck with us, FHFRREEHSR.
Dinner is served. S&EEfiF.
After tiffin we take a walk in our garden. RS S
L,
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(5) - Before names of games.

AEENR A LT
Foot-ball is our favorite game. EFRTEGL LMK,
Do you like to play table-tennis? # #llisRT-?
The most popular game in England is cricket. #3375
SRR TT 235,

(6) Before names of arts and sciences.

AEBEAG B FHER A T

He devoted his time in the studying of photography.
TR FrR IR,

He is studying politics and economics at Harvard Uni-
versity. HAENEPBARREIEL ST,

He is lecturer on chemistry. #%ALSAGRM.

- (7) Before the nominative of address.

- {EREMZ AL B
Good morning, sir, bk, 5%,
Come here, boy. f##, 2.
. (8) Before headings and titles of books.

TERUE B & B Hi-
. Contents. W%, g
Introduction, #&.
Forwords. #&.
Life of Nelson. #HHizafriR,
History of England. &k,

(9) Before a few common nouns—nature,
heaven, earth, providence, paradise,—
used as a sort of proper noun.
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TEADBPMSH 4 s —nature, heaven, earth,
providence, paradise—F{EZE[ %52
B
Parliament is sitting, B EERHEH S,
He moved heaven and earth to gain his end. #&F4 ik

BLIE R H 9.
His spirit will soon be in heaven, i,

All nature looks gay. #&KBHHEE,
He is in paradise. 1% E3E.

%/ (10) - Before “part of” (=some).

7 “part of” Z .
I am willing to bear part of the expense. REUSERMZ

—fB.
Part of the business must be left over till tomorrow.

— AR ARSI ELE,

(11) Before “man” and “woman” when they

are used in a representative sense.
T fE “man” ft “woman” FfHUERE
2. _
Speech is the distinctive attribute of man. EEBALZ
4RH,
Man's portion is to die. FEISAZ L.
Woman is like the reed which bends to every breeze,

but breaks not in the tempest.—Whately. #ifAMEEE
BRI 1ty HA BRI IR,
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(12) Before “day”, ‘“night”,  “morning”,
“evening” when used in a general
sense.

1 “day”, “night”, “morning”, “eve-

ning”" FfEEHBRIEZH]-
It is broad day. SERFFREME
Night came slowly on. HAFER.
Morning broke, 83,
It is now towards evening. R EIFHLITE. ' L

(13) Before the nouns of the seasons, the
article may or may not be used."

FENIZEA RalRi, ham m F ol S

Spring begins on 21st March and lasts three months.
HEER=A=4—H, AZBAZA;

Summer includes the hottest months of the year, whilst
winter includes the coldest. EEU/R—IEhRE2Z I, 45
WEREBZA.

When autumn is over, winter sets in. m:«m

Snow falls in the winter. SHERLH,

v (14) Before the nouns denoting the dissious
when they are used adverbiafly.

AEFRT5 02 4 el PR R R8T
The Pacific Ocean lies (to the) east of Clina RAfzEsr
B2,
That place lies west of this. sl Zm,
He has gone north, B84t E.
The river lies north and south. SEFEFERE,
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(15) In poetry the article is omitted for thw
sake of brevity and metre.

e R TR BRI, el RS .
The bank of (the) haunted stream. A7 Bz A,
Creeping like (a) snail unwillingly to school. BB/
42813,
Then in the blazon of sweet beauty’s best of hand of

foot, of lip, of eye, of brow. H2X[ETF, B, &, &,
it E.

(16) Before the word expressing itself, not
the thing meant by the word.

AP 2R S, EFTRFYZ B
“Grammar” is a word made up of seven letters.
“Grammar” J5-beR2Z e, :
“Eight” and “ate” are pronounced alike. “Eight” 52
“ate” REEHIRA.

(17) Before nouns (school, church, market,
etc.) denoting the proper object for
= which the thing is intended.

TR RE NP I AL IE T B2 E) b

Every day he goes to school. 1% H Sk,

Compare: The school stands near the church. E4EH
e,

In church, I listen to the sermon. $R7EFHAFENRE.

Compare: ~Let us go into the church. = BEFSE%E,

The progress' of society is an evolution. 2 ¥l
k.
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The prisoner was put into prison. St BARHE.

In short the way to wealth, if you desire it, is as plain
as the way to market.—B. Franklin. %z, #EZEZil,
BRUIE, AR — il 2 B

My friend is ill in bed with a cold. #X&EERRETIE,

Mother has gone to market. SHEEE W,

~ Compare: The market is dull. HERfE.

v (18) Before a noun introducing a concessive
clause with “as”.

FEBRIE “as” §REFD TR

Great scholar as he is, he does not know everything.
WAL, R ramEE, ,

Woman as she is, she may be of use in time of need.
AT, A SAT TR,

Little animal as the rat is, it may be of help to the
fierce lion in time of trouble. #/bZEiingl, F&fahid
PR A

(19) When “as” is equivalent in meaning to
“in the official capacity of”. .
B cas” ZEIEIA “in the official
. capacity of” Z K. '
The boy waited upon the lady as page. MiEFMMFZ
Heﬁ :t;ks a situation as interpreter. ZXAHIRAZAIE.
But we say, v

Casar, as (=considered as) an orator, was inferior to
Cicero. Upimsimse, Caesar Mi#Eh Cicero.

-

e
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V' (20) When two or more nouns connected by
“and” represent the same person or
thing, the first takes the article only.

ST EGRIE “and” SEESTESRI
2 NERHIS, TS — T Sl
He is a poet and statesman. = R MECRS.

A son and heir has been born to him. &E&4#F,
Give me a cup and saucer. #HHFIEE, :

V (21) Before nouns preceded by ‘“‘or”’.

AEAAERELL, or .

He deems it no sin to steal a book or umbrella. #ifk
ERERGR,

I sailed across the river in the small boat, or sampan,
as the Chinese call it. SUEHTR—/DJF, LT A Bl 5
FLA,

At about séven he entered school, being led to and
from the place of training by an old slave, who bore
the name of “pedagogue,” which in Greek means a
guide or leader of boys, not a teacher.—Myer’s
General History. Silg-bskhe, Ao, oz
Zis, gk,  peRNE, B pedagogue 24, ped-
agogue TEF MRECHEIS Sdic 2 3154 Sk 5L 12 i hh, JRpkiid,

The occasional whistle of a quail, or tapping of a
woodpecker, is almost the only sound that ever breaks
in upon the uniform tranquillity,—Irving., ##52r
W, SORABZTT, BN 2B E, ERiL2 R

(22) Before “most”, “last”, “every”, “each”’,
etc.
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A “most” “last” “every” “each” gt
i

Most people are aware of the fact. AZMATILFEE,

I brush my teeth every morning. R,
Everyday I go to school. #&%kHZEER,

The river overflowed on either side. vk B EZiE.
Take any book that you like best. A2, ERMTER,
No man is present. A,

(23) When the noun comes after such phrases
“a kind of”, “a sort of 7, etc.
Ll EhEE “a kind of”’, “a sort of” 4
i v
The sparrow is a kind of fowl. B2 —H.
You are quite a different sort of man.” Hif#FA.
He is a kind of fool. #SEFIBA. )
You are not the kind of man who would tell a lie. #
WIERTEZA,
But we say, : '
v What a wonderful kind of a fowl the sparrow is! #F

W, ez Es R
What sort of a man are you? ETHEAT?

(24) In prepositional phrases.

e R EEA-
I will send it to you by post. RN SEIHEREk.
The ship came safe to land, UEIrZAIER,
Nowadays people mostly travel by railway (or rail).
BAE NS RKILIEAT,
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“The ship sank with all her passengers on board. A
WML,
Please make yourself at home. &27iis.
/He is a scholar by name, not in fact. MARSE, 1T
SR,
The moon shines at night. AXER.
He will start at daybreak on the following morning.
PN BTN RS,
It is drawing towards sunset. HAFHER.
The ship hove in sight, St/-3H.
We must do this by hook or by crook. #ﬁiﬂﬂ""%%
Bz,
Such food is not fit for man or beast. JEHERHFRA
R/
* The ship is lying at anchor, #MEFH.
This bill is payable on demand. MEMIFLRET,
His letter is to hand. &%,
~It was done in play. JEff5ELZ S0,
I shall stop at home. @ @54,
v I will hear you all in turn. FAE~FKBRAZS.
/The lady goes with child. ME#&FANE:.
They are very few in number. #SREIES,
Everything was in place. ¥40FEMITE,
If he has not incurred a penalty, he at least deserves
censure, WHERZE, AU K.
The ship#is under sail. SEApLTG .

\J (25) In verbial phrases.

AEBIFADEN.
At noon we sighted a sail and gave chase, FHHEHRL—
HRTR 2,
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The ship cast anchor on the lee side of the island. JtAR

Hstinrs 2 FE AT,

The ship has weighed anchor, e B2,

The boat made head against the wind and waves. /i
SR ST 7 06

The horse will not take fence. MISTAESEBHEEE.

They took part in the play. #&%mABUR,

The ceremony will take place to-morrow. EHERUIH

BT,

His teaching struck root deeply in the hearts of his
disciples, EZEINRAILETFZ i,

My sister keeps house for me. #RKBHRFR.

I cannot keep pace with him. R REGR BN AEE,

Soldiers must keep step in marching. R-ELFUELTAT,

Religious differences have given birth to many sects.
B b2 BT B S TR, :

You must give ear to what the teacher tells you. #iZci
Pk, B,

The house caught fire. "~ SLE K. _

The Allies declared war against Germany. 9 R #E
.

He has set an foot a new scheme. ;B EiE—HiFEE,

He resolved to give battle to his enemies. HIDMIKA
BSR,

v Send me word if you will go, A%, HERMIK,

I hope your plan will bear good fruit. FaFEk2 LI

. HBRIERR.

The gun is wet and hangs fire, SEREBTE TR,

He has broken bread with me. MERIILRE,

(26) Before double substantives for the sake
of brevity.

TEM 522 i, BN,
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Shot after shot was fired, but none took effect. A3
g, .
./ Let us stand shoulder to shoulder. F4%HEHH& k.

The abuses must be put down, root and branch, 8%

ST, .

They were routed, horse, foot, and dragoons. #H%2&E
ik,

The miserable horse was all skin and bone, P25
ffe .

They bound him hand and foot. &%HILFR,

Theory should go hand in hand with practice. MRS
KeRAT.

He was heart and soul a Republican. #k&fH—AHRE
2.

He struggles tooth and nail. #ZBHE,

Neither pen nor pencil can express his grief. #2238,
FEHERR ik k.

They were victorious battle after battle. &SFBRILLE.

In the past when profession descended from father to
son, the selection of a life work was a very easy
problem, FFIREEAT-HUK, #5305 IR0 B Y2 A8,

I keep my money under lock and key. 4R ZRYCGE,

He eyed me from top to toe. %M HERELL LR K,

I translated it word for word. dREFIRZ.

He sat face to face with a girl. #R—&HI &,

They sit side by side. %3 4,

The rumor passed from mouth to mouth. SEEFRAAAME,

He lives from hand to mouth. f&HisERIA,

\/ Rule 2.—Material nouns do not take ‘the” or
ua“. :

HAI= — WHE AR “the” PR 2" 7
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" Gold is a precious mineral. &R Wiy,
Thales, the Father of Greek Philosophy, taught that
there are four elements, earth, water, air and fire.
o S AR BT AT £ 7k, 2R MERTEIT,
Fish and meat are good to eat. MAMHA,
Exception.—When material noun is used as a
common noun in the singular, it must have
an article before it.
BUot— P4 R R E OB 4 s, BT 2678
A7 ek
Last night a fire broke out in the village, WAy K.
The tea of Chekiang is very good. #HRC2z#s3ElqE,

A slate is used for writing on. AHHLE S,
Don’t lose the precious stone. JERILHA,

Rule 3.—No article is put before an abstract

noun.

VRRIE — R AR ASE -
Diligence is the mother of success. #ISFREL)Z Rk,
He always practised justice. #IEAMNTT,
Practice makes perfect. A7y,
Might is right. HHEpARL,

Exceptions.—(1) The definite article is placed
before an abstract noun, when it is necessary .
to particularize the quality, state, or action
denoted.
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Blot—(r) ERMREFERERH IR, WL
SREDERE, A3 ek nlZH T R AL R
He is the judge of the debate. /it Sz MR,
The sleep of a wearied man is sound. #&2Z A& 2HL,

The height of a man is seldom more than six feet., A
Z 4 HEBATIER S R EE,

(2) An article is put before an abstract noun
when it is used as a common noun.

BHRE AR EHN, BiEdH.
~ Whether this [dream] might proceed from a lawsuit
which was then depending in the family, or my
father’s being a justice of the peace, I cannot
determine—Addison. R (%) EHRERERHARRZ I
B, RARZ WKLV, SUATvds,
There are twenty justices present. #7=TMERAEHR.
His son is a genius. #F7h—3F,
Your conduct will be blamed by the authorities. #%Z
MR REST.

Rule 4.—“An” is used . instead of «“g” before
words beginning with a vowel. '

HAm.—“An” FIABEEFERTLG “a” .
This is an affirmative answer. SEh—#EZEE,
Everybody is more or less of an egoist. JLA®HEHT,
fERIE 2 A I,
An empty vessel makes a big sound. ZEMERR,
The locust is an insect, #7728,
An ocean is a large body of water. 7kZAEHE,
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His school room must have resembled an ogre’s den.—
Macaulay. #ZzEe@nIURnemsk,

The cloud has an ugly look. A FEZE,

Will you lend me an umbrella?  ZHHERY g2

Exceptions.—(1) We use “a” before words
beginning with “u” or “eu” when the “u” is
sounded long.

A/ r) =
IS — (1) AR E A 3R veu” I v ERE
A, JHIAH a” 5.
France is a European country. #BEyEk#iZ—H,
Have you ever met with a Eurasian? 88—k 4
HAT-?
A university is a place for learning. ABBREZ 0,
The soldier was wearing a uniform. W-£%XKHE,
(2) “A” is used before the words beginning
with “0’” sounded as “wii.” ;
FLEHHE o7 FMAGHE wiT #,
e '
He is a one-eyed man. #&#HHMEA.
He takes a one-sided view. M.
(3) “An” is used before the words which
begin with a silent “h”.
“An’ JREEE DY ETZSR
He waited an hour or so. &5 k—WZ 4,

I shall deem it an honor if you will join our party. s
ARG 2, TR,
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Note.—We use “a’ before “history”, because the accent
is on the first syllable “his”, but we use “an”
before “‘historical record”, because here the
accent is on the second syllable “tor.”

(P8 BE)—FAFE “history’ 8l “a”, FEEAES—BE “his”
. {u#e “histor’ical record” BiJi “‘an”, MWILEZ
MEEBHBE “tor” .

Rule 5.—Proper nouns do not take the article.
BRANE. — M5 ez el

Confucius is a great sage. FLFHABA.
Nanking is the capital of China. HRE®EZAE,

Exceptions.—(1) “The” is used before names
of rivers, canals, oceans, seas, 'groups of
islands, mountain ranges, channels, gulfs, etc.

sy —(x) LT, SN PR R EBR WIR R

VS E LHHE “the” 2.

London is situated on the Thames River. R¥iit%Is
b ) (8 o8

The Yiin Liang Ho, or Grand Caual, of China is the
largest of its kind in the world. B2, &kt b5
Fe R,

The Suez Canal joins the Red Sea with the Mediter-
Tanean. MRS LW AL Bob .

The Atlantic Ocean lies to the west of Europe. A&
(DR8P -

The Pacifis Ocean is the largest. AZH:EHA.

The Red Sea is between Arabia and Africa. = #Lifgfpei
4 ZemE IR 2 [4],

-



