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Words of praise to The Zhuozhang Valley Ancient Architecture Complex
“AN EPICENTER OF ANCIENT TEMPLES AND VAST ART TREASURES”
By Professor Wu Liangyong, Academicians of Chinese

Academy of Sciences and Chinese Academy of Engineering
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Foreword

Shangdang area in the southeast of Shanxi Province has been a pivot area in the spread of Buddhism from the northeast to
southwest of China, since the Northern and Southern Dynasties, Sui, Tang, and the Five Dynasties, to Song and Yuan Dynasty.
The Zhuozhang River Valley, which was named Luchuan historically, is locadted in Pingshun and Lucheng County, Changzhi
City. It is an important passage way through Taihang Mountain to the North China Plain in Hebei and Henan Provinces. This
area was one of the most active areas of Buddhism in China. According to Memoirs of Eminent Monks, many monks were
spreading Buddhism in this area, and built temples in Taihang Mountain. Therefore, there are many historic temples preserved
in Zhuozhang River Valley, which have been built since Tang Dynasty, almost one thousand years ago. The important heritage
sites under state protection include historic Buddhist temples (Tiantai Temple, Longmen Temple, Dayun Temple, Yuanqi
Temple, Fotou Temple and Chunhua Temple) and Taoist temples (Temple of Saintly Mother and Xiayu Memorial Temple).
And there are also some historic villages and ancestral temples in this area. It is amazing to find so many precious treasures
of historic architecture from thousands of years ago still preserved in Zhuozhang River Valley, which include wood structural
halls built in Tang, Song, Yuan Dynasty and the Five Dynasties, and murals, statues, steles, pagodas of high artistic value.

The historic architecture in China is “National Treasure” . With the development of society and economy, the
preservation of historic buildings have become extremely urgent, especially in the southeast of Shanxi Province, where many
historic buildings are preserved. Fortunately, the central government has paid great attention and a lot of funding to the
research and preservation of historic buildings in recent years. And the local governments of Shangxi Province, Changzhi
City, Pingshun County, Lucheng County, Licheng County, Xianghuan County have also taken many powerful measures for the
research and preservation of local historic buildings.

This book—National Treasure The Zhuozhang Valley Ancient Architecture Complex. Changzhi, Shanxi Province,
edited by Prof. Zhao Bingshi, School of Architecture, Tsinghua University —is an authentic record on those precious historic
buildings. Too many people have made their contribution to the development of this book, including those who have worked
for the preservation and renovation of historic buildings for a long time, and many young volunteers who spent their spare
time on the survey, photo and editorial work. In this book, we could see photos and legends on those precious historic wood
structure buildings, while also feel the enthusiasm and sincerity of those people working for the research and preservation of
historic buildings.

Some technical drawings are published in this book, which were made by students from School of Architecture, Tsinghua

University in their survey on historic buildings. Please notify me if you find any mistakes in the book.

Wang Guixiang
School of Architecture, Tsinghua University

2012-11-01
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Preface

Zhuozhang Valley is located in the Pingshun County, Changzhi City, in southeastern Shanxi province, which was called the
Shangdang Area in ancient times. Along the northeast portion of the Zhuozhang River, the valley has stunning scenery. Surrounded
by the Taihang, Taiyue and Wangwu mountains, with plateaus and severe topographic conditions, this area was an important control
ground in ancient war times. It has been the traffic hub which connects Luoyang and Zhengzhou to the south, and Handan and
Anyang to the East. It was the prosperous core for social, economic, religious and cultural development in the Tang, Song, Ming
and Qing dynasties. Because of its rich heritage many ancient villages, temples and traditional residential houses can be found
here. Within these structures are many precious murals, painted sculptures and “stele’ monuments. Because this valley is rich with
history, culture and art, there are nine designated National Preservation Sites of Cultural Relics within the 50 square kilometers of
the Zhuozhang Valley. Cast in the beautiful natural mountain environment, these priceless cultural heritage sites are a “Great
Picture of National Treasure”. Indeed, the Valley is a true “Ancient Chinese Architecture History Museum.”

At the beginning of the Zhuozhang Valley, where ancient buildings spread from west to east, is the Pingshun Tiantai Temple.
This temple is one of the only four known wooden structures from the Tang Dynasty. The temple is not big, it is square in plan
and modest, but contains within its walls thousands of years of history. Its layout and column arrangement are the only original
works from this ancient architectural period. Dayun Court, located in the middle of the valley, is surrounded by the Jiulong
Mountains. Its Great Hall and 40 square meters of murals built in the Wudai (907-960) period have been preserved for over a
thousand years. The mural is the only one of its grand scale found in a Buddha Hall painted in the Wudai period. It is truly priceless.
The Yuangi Temple, located on the Fonghuang plateau, contains a Black Dragon Pagoda along with a main hall. This temple, built
900 years ago in the Song Dynasty, faces the valley and is set on a platform against the mountains. It is truly breathtaking. The
location and layout of the courtyards of these ancient temples are also excellent examples of the period. The Longmen Temple at the
west end of the valley is significant for its remarkable, completely wooden structure halls which were built in six different dynasties
~ the Wudai, Song, Jin, Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties. It is a very unique temple with a large collection of ‘stele” monuments that
have survived for thousands of years. In addition, the Chunhua Temple, Fotou Temple, Huilong Temple, Xiayu Memorial Temple,
along with ancient villages, residential houses and prehistoric sites within the valley together make this valley a region of outstanding
historic value for culture, art, architectural crafts and technological achievements. We have no doubt that they deserve to be regarded
and documented as “National Treasures”. ’

After our first book in the series, “National Treasure—The Changzhi Faxing Temple and the Chongqing Temple”,
was published in late 2011, we have been overwhelmed by a strong showing of encouragement and support. Now, the second book
of the series “National Treasure—The Zhuozhang Valley Ancient Architecture Complex” is finished. We sincerely hope that our
efforts will contribute to the protection and preservation of these historic treasures. It is our pleasure to help others learn more about

the Chinese cultural heritage.

Zhao Bingshi
2012.10.
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Zhuozhang River Valley, Changzhi City, Shanxi Province
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Zhuozhang River was called Luchuan historically, which is about 30km-long, and is the source of Hai River. The area

PRIl R W L AR 2R, A R R WS I TR S 220 R R RS O A TR LD IR 2o (B P

along Zhuozhang River has been one of the pivot areas of social, economic and religious cultural developments since Tang
and Song Dynasty to Ming and Qing Dynasty. In Pingshun, Lucheng, Licheng and Xiangyuan, there are many historic
buildings (including temples, dwellings and villages) and precious mural paintings, statues and steles preserved, which have

quite high historical, cultural, artistic and research value.
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The map of important heritage sites in Zhuozhang River Valley,

Changzhi Area
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In Zhuozhang River Valley, an area of about 5S0km’, there are nine important

heritage sites under state protection. This series of precious cultural heritage in

mountains constitute a picture of “National Treasures™, and is also a “museum of

historic Chinese architecture” . 2
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Tiantai Temple
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Tiantai Temple is located in Wangqu Village, 25km north to Pingshun County.
It has a beautiful natural environment. The imgges show the location and site plan of

Tiantai Temple.
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The Main Hall of Tiantai Temple was built on an 8-meter-high
bluestone platform, on the Gutan hill in the village, which is the
only building preserved in the Temple. It has three baysin width.
Although its size is quite small, Tiantai Temple is one of the four
preserved wood-structure temples of Tang Dynasty in China.
In 1988, it was included in the third group ofimportant heritage
sites under state protection by the State Council.

The Main Hall of Tiantai Temple faces south. It has three
bays in width and six rafters in depth, a square plan, and a gable-
and-hip roof with slight pitch. It is the only preserved example
of its kind before Song Dynasty in China. The size of its side
bay is only half of that of central bay, which is rare in the plan
of preserved historic buildings in China. The entasistreatment
of peripheral columns is slightly comparing to the regulation of
Song Dynasty. There are lintels connecting the top of columns,
without any pu-pai-fang (plate supporting the bracket sets and
resting on the lintel). The column brackets are simple, which is

an example of dou-kou-tiao (Block-mouth tier, the connection

between a column and a beam) recorded in Ying-zao-fa-shi

(Building Standards) of Song Dynasty. There is no gilded
column in the hall, four-rafter-beams connect the front and rear
eaves. And there are camel humps placed above beams to receive
the end of a higher-level beam. The structural framing is just
the same to that of the Main Hall in Nanchan Temple, Mount
Wutai. The roof edges are raised. And because of the use of
junior corner beam and flying rafter, it has a curve eave instead
of straight eave, which is a typical example of small temples of
Tang Dynasty in China. Double door is fixed in the central bay,
with windows of vertical bars in the side bays. The bracket in
historic buildings is an obvious mark of its time in the evolution
of architecture in China. The brackets in the Main Hall of
Tiantai Temple have a simple structure. The timbers’ section are
not regulated, and do not follow the regulation in Ying-zao-fa-
shi (Building Standards) of Song Dynasty, which indicates that
the modules of buildings in late Tang Dynasty was not unified in
remote areas. Tiantai Temple is a transitional example from Tang

regulation to Song regulation.
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South facade, plan and 3d laser scan survey image of The Main Hall.




