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C’mon. There’s Room for You.

Nancy’s hand shook as she dialed the phone. She listened to it ring, and then Tom’s voice
came on the phone.

“Hello?”

“Tom, it’s me ... Nancy.” Her voice quavered.

“What’s the matter? Where are you?”

“I'm at the airport. Can you come down and pick me up?”

“I thought you were going to fly down to Miami tonight.”

“I was, but | didn't get on the plane.”

“Why not? What's the matter? You sound as though you’re shook up.”

“I am shook up! | can’t get myself to stop shaking.” Nancy tried to calm herself. Slowly she
said, “The plane crashed just after take-off. The emergency crews are out there now getting the
injured to the hospital. It looks like almost everyone will be OK, but ...”

“Oh no! Are you all right?”

“I'm fine. | didn’t get on the plane. | knew something was wrong because of a dream |
had.”

“What do you mean, a dream?”

“Last night | dreamed that | was asleep, and | woke up to this funny light coming in my
window. | got up and looked out the window and there was this big, black limo ... the kind they
use at funerals to carry the coffin. And then this man looked up and saw me at the window. He
waved, and then he said, ‘C’'mon. There’s room for you.” Then | woke up. It scared me because
it was such a weird dream.”

“Uh, bad dream all right. But what did the dream have to do with you not getting on the
plane?”

“Well, | was standing in line waiting to get my boarding pass, when | saw the ticket agent
and, Tom, it is the same man as the driver in my dream ... and he said the same thing. He said.
‘C’'mon. There’s room for you!"”

“Then what happened?”

“I ran out of there as fast as | could. | ended up in the observation area where the big
windows are. | was shaking so much | just sat down and stared out the windows at the airfield.
| thought | was nuts. But a few minutes later | saw it — the plane, | mean. It started to take off,
but then it just nosed down and hit the runway. Oh, Tom, it was awful! Please come and get
me.”

Nancy started to cry.

“I'll be right there, Nancy. Don’t move. I’'m coming. Thank goodness you’re OK.”

Nancy heard the phone click. She knew Tom was on his way. She staggered over to a seat

and sank down into it, facing away from the huge windows.
437 words



EZIE | AM A FAST READER (in-class tasks)

Finish the following comprehension tasks based on the information given in the story.

1 Choose the best answer to complete each of the following sentences.

1 Nancy must have been feeling when she was calling Tom.
A offended B depressed
C frightened D discouraged

2 The story took place
A at an airport B in an apartment
C at a supermarket D in a tall building

3 The coincidence between what Nancy dreamed about and what actually happened is that
she was waken up by the funny light

she was late for her flight to Miami

she met Tom on her flight to Miami

O N wm >

she heard the same thing spoken to her

4 The limo driver in Nancy’s dream symbolizes 3
A life B death
C the past D the future

5 The tone of the story can be described as
A scary B peaceful

C depressing D interesting

2 Reorder all the following sentences in the right sequence.

Nancy called Tom.

Nancy had a nightmare.

Nancy didn’t get on board.

Nancy waited for Tom to pick her up.

Nancy saw the ticket agent and became upset.

SN L1 AW N =

Nancy was in line waiting to get her boarding pass.



EZIE] | AM MORE THAN A FAST READER (after-class tasks)

Read the story carefully again after class and finish all the following tasks.

1 Focus on the Main Idea

A. Use one or two sentences to summarize the main idea of the story and write it down in
the space provided.

B. Think of at least two words or phrases that can best describe the story or part of the story
and write them down in the space provided.

?  Note Down Good Expressions

Write down in the space provided the good expressions in this story that you have noticed and
want to learn.

j Use the Right Expressions

Fill in the blanks with the expressions given in the box. Some of the expressions may be used
more than once. Make sure each sentence is grammatically correct.

shook up wake up to stand in line
end up nose down pick up
1 She looked pretty after having heard the news of her best friend’s death.
2 We should the fact that people with disabilities have got a right to vote as well.
3 Stop dreaming! reality.
4 The students were to get into the lecture hall.



5
6
7
8

The pilot the plane toward the runway.

We set off for Newcastle but in Scotland.
He said that the accident had left her a bit , but she was going to be just fine.
We'll drive to the airport at 6:00 to Susan.

4 Enhance Your Collocation Awareness

A. Complete each of the following sentences with a word or phrase in the box. More than
one word or phrase may be possible for a blank. Make sure the answers are grammatically

correct.
shake tremble reach out shoot out
seek freeze reach for grope for
thicken whisper die away trail off
1 His hand hers in the darkness.
2 His hand in mid-gesture.
3 Grandma'’s hand as she lifted the glass to her lips.
4 My hand the door handle in the darkness.
5 Atthat critical moment a strong hand and caught hold of her arm.
6 “So John won’t come ...” her voice in disappointment.
7 His voice suddenly with emotion recalling his first meeting with Becky, his late
wife.
8 “Be quiet!” a voice in his ear.

B. Nancy’s hand shook because she was frightened. So we can say “Her hands shook with
fright.” What else can we put after “shake with”? Give at least four possible collocates
you can think of that can go with “shake with”.

1)
2)
3)
4)

shake with

C. Nancy’s voice quavered when she was calling Tom. Listed below are other words that
are similar in meaning to “quaver” to describe someone’s voice except one. Find out that
word and cross it out.

1) cracks 2) falters 3) quivers 4) quakes
a voice

5) shakes 6) trembles 7) wavers




D. Nancy told Tom on the phone that she woke up to the funny light coming in her window.
The following sentences all use the word “light”. Read them carefully and choose the
sentence in which “light” means “delicate”.

John, can you help me light the fire?

It is difficult to see in the dim light.

Don’t worry. The bag is very light to carry.
Maggie stroked the kitten with a light touch.
The whole house was beautifully light and airy.

[ S S

E. What words do you use to describe a dream? Add as many collocates as you can think of
in each group. Give at least 4 collocates for each group. You may refer to a collocation
dictionary for help.

1) bad 2) evil 3)
49 5) 6)
ah) —m—— == ———— dream
1) pleasant 2) good 3)
4) =) 6)

F. The verb “get” is used eight times in the story as in “get on the plane”, “can’t get myself
to stop shaking”, “getting the injured to the hospital”, “get my boarding pass”, and “come
and get me”. Reread the story and think about the meaning of “get” in each context.
Below is a list of words that can be used in place of the word “get” or an expression that
is used together with “get”. Fit them into the sentences below to replace the underlined
words. Make sure each sentence is grammatically correct.

buy become mount recover from cook

receive arrive arise alight from board

The other day my father, who is a fishing fan, got another new fishing rod for himself.
The family finally got there after a long flight of 10 hours.

Mary was very excited as she got many presents for her 8th birthday.

He expects her to get him his dinner every night.

How is Maggie? Oh, she is still trying to get over that bout of flu she had.

Robert got up early yesterday morning.

The passengers got onto the ship at noon.

Two children got ill during the school excursion.

The rider got on his horse.

The children got off the bus at their school.
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