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Read for pleasure;
Read for information;
Read for language improvement.
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Ahout the Author

i \‘ @ Mark Twain was the pen name of Samuel Langhorne Clemens. He was

born on 30 November 1835 in Florida, Missouri, but when he was four
years old, he moved with his family to Hannibal, Missouri, a town on the
Mississippi River.

In 1861, Mark Twain had to leave Hannibal because of the start of the
Civil War. Four years later, the writer had his first literary success when
several newspapers published his short story “Jim Smiley and his
Jumping Frog.” The story was also included in his first book, The
Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County and other Sketches (1867).

In 1870 Mark Twain married Olivia Langdon and a year later the couple
moved to Hartford, Connecticut, where they lived for the next twenty

years. It was during this period that Twain published his best-known
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works. These include The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (1876) and Life on
the Mississippi (1883). Both of these novels were influenced by the
author’s childhood experiences in Missouri. Two other historical novels
were also published: The Prince and the Pauper (1881) and A
Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court (1889).

Considered by many to be his masterpiece, Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn (1884) was also published during these years. A sequel ' to The
Adventures of Tom Sawyer, this novel is told from the point of view of its
protagonist ¢, Huckleberry Finn. The character of Huckleberry is based
on a boy Twain knew during his childhood in Hannibal. The book is
extraordinary for its vivid portrayal * of Huck and of life on the river
during the author’s times.

Loved by both young and old, Mark Twain's novels and short stories
reflect the good and the bad in human nature. Filled with humor, but
also sadness, his works communicate both the joy and difficulties of

human experience.

Mark Twain died on 21 April 1910 in Redding, Connecticut. He was

seventy-four years old.

0 Complete Mark Twain’s identity card.

Name 0 Samuel Langhorne Clemens

Date and place of birth | 1 oo

Date and place of death| 2 ...

Wife’s name . R R
First book published B e A S OB VIS R SR S

Someimportant Works | 8 scsssvissssissssnosmesssisisiimisnssmsmems seseismais

1. sequel : £i4 ~ S5 -
2. protagonist : FEff ©
3. portrayal : f#iid -
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BEFORE YOU READ

Match the words in the box to the pictures. Write the words in the
spaces next to each picture.

woods cross footprint devil cave

@ Now match the words above to their definitions. Write the number of
the picture next to the correct definition.

A D An area of land covered with trees.

B [ ] A religious symbol.

C D A mark made by your foot if you step on a soft surface.
D D An evil spirit some people believe in.

E D A large opening in a rock.
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CHAPTER ONE

Huck, Tom and Jim

y name is Huckleberry Finn and I live
in a small town on the Mississippi River called St

Petersburg. My friend Tom Sawyer also lives there.

We don't get bored often because we have lots of
adventures and we like to think of new games to play together. He
lives with his Aunt Polly and 1 live with the Widow ' Douglas and
her sister, Miss Watson. I live with them because my mother is
dead and nobody knows where my father is.

It's not easy to live in a house because I like being outside
most of the time. Before I came to live with the widow and her
sister, I didn’t have a house, so nobody told me what to do. Now

the two women always tell me what to do. Miss Watson often

1. Widow : i -

13



The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

says, “Huck, do your spelling lessons!” She wants me to do what she
says all the time. This is difficult, so sometimes I'm sad. It's also
difficult to go to school. But the Widow Douglas thinks school is good
for me. I'm learning to spell, read and write a little, and I'm also
learning some math.

I'm only a boy, but I have a lot of money. Tom and I found $12,000
in a cave once. It's ours now and we each have $6,000. A man named
Judge Thatcher is keeping mine for me because I'm still just a boy.

I 'know my father wants my money, so it's a good thing he isn't
here. Before I found the money, he often hit me. I hid ! in
the woods most of the time when he was here. I'm
sorry I can’t tell you I never saw him again,
because I did. This is the story of all the
adventures I had because my father L
returned.

It all started one winter morning.
After breakfast, I went into the

garden. There was snow on the
ground and I saw a footprint2. I looked
down and saw the shape of a cross in
one of the footprints. It was made to

keep the devil away. Suddenly, I was
very afraid. I knew

1. hid : %5 -
2. footprint : JHI
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