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Author's introduction

This is not really a book about Chinese Wine or

Wineries.

Rather, for me, it's an insight into an ancient culture
that is like a dragon awakening from centuries of dormancy

onto the world stage. Awakening again.

When | told my North American and European friends
that | was doing a book on Chinese wine, most looked
surprised and uttered something like, “1 didn't know the
Chinese even made wine.” Perfect, an unknown subject
to many. So | wanted to dig under the carpet to find what
is the power, the energy that awakens this dragon. What
mysteries does the future hold for the Middle Kingdom? 1

simply used wine as my periscope into those mysteries,

The key to this search: the inhabitants. Meeting people
across China from Xinjiang to Shandong, from Ningxia
to Yunnan, | constantly asked myself, are we all strangers
in this world? In my chance encounters with Chinese
billionaires, government officials and vineyard workers,
while far from my familiar, | was forced to rip away false
stereotypes and media images that prevented me from truly
seeing the people, the places, the cultures—yes, something
like 56 ethnic groups in China. Like a rafter on a powerful
river, wine was my way to try to understand China, the

people and culture.

This book is a result of many trips into the Chinese *

wine-cultural river.

In the end, though, I'm only a humble conduit sharing
words and pictures of my experiences. | would be an empty
clanging fool if | didn't thank those to whom 1 am deeply

indebted; those who really created this book. They include

the helpful Changyu AFIP Global Winery vineyard worker
who | met repeatedly over the years after she first put a
rock under my tripod to level it, all the winemakers who
openly shared their stories, the winery owners and general
managers—many mentioned in this book—who taught me
about true Chinese hospitality and “ganbei” . the workers
who shared their lunch when they must have known the
camera hung from my neck cost more than 5 years of their
wages, the government workers who taught me how to do
business in China, the hotel worker who made a special
mouse pad for me with a poem, and the list can go for

many pages.
But | especially want to thank three people:

First, thanks to my wife, Eddi, who allows me to
wander the corners of the world for five weeks at a time,

even though often, she has no idea what soil my feet trod.

Second. Edouard Cointreau, the world-perspective
Frenchman publisher of Gourmand Books and many other
adventures, who | met by accident at the Yantai Wine
Festival in 2009, for giving me the chance to put this one-

of-a-kind book.

Finally, Houghton Li. the bright successful Hong
Kong businessman and Secretary of the Society of Wine
Educators, who kindly traveled many long trips with me
throughout China to translate all day and then spend late
nights researching how to translate obscure wine words like

Downy mildew, a fungal disease.

Finally. thank you China.

Janis Miglavs
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CHINA 10 CHATEAUX

PRESENTATION BY
EDOUARD COINTREAU

The best foreign expert on Chinese red wines is
Janis Miglavs, from the US Pacific West Coast. He has
visited more Chinese vineyards than any other foreigner,
and knows more about them than many Chinese. We first
met in China at Yantai Wine Festival several years ago
in September, at grape harvest time. | knew him from his
superb book on Oregon Wines, which won a Gourmand
Award. Janis Miglavs is also respected as one of the best
wine photographers in the world, which is obvious in this

beautiful book.

The book also show how different wine can be across the
many wine regions of China, siarting in the East, going West,
finishing in the South. The very distinct stories will give the
reader the full view of the current status of Chinese wineries

and their potential for the future.

These ten wineries of China join the best in the world
from the other books in the same series. There will be
a total of 100 wineries and 20 spirits. It is an ambitious
attempt to present and try to show what makes excellence
in wines and spirits around the world. Such rankings started
in France in 1855, but they are new for China and some
other countries around the world. However, we do not
compare the wineries, we describe in each winery what

makes it a jewel among the best.

This book of the best 10 Chinese wineries probably

would not have been possible even 5 years ago. However,

the progress in the quality of Chinese wines is much
quicker than anticipated, thanks to major efforts of the
wine makers, and huge investments by major corporations,
Chinese and foreign. It is inspiring to see everyone
involved working so hard, with creativity and vision.
Success is coming, such as the first Gold Medal won by
Jiabeilan from Ningxia with “Decanter” . We celebrated
this momentous medal with a feast in Beijing, with chef Da
Dong, winemaker Li Demei, wine expert Ch'ng Poh Tiong
of Singapore and Chinese food expert Fuchsia Dunlop of

the UK, the day it was announced.

The book is structured and written in such a way that
the reader will be entertained while he learns all aspects
of the specifics of the best Chinese wine making. This is
a historical moment for the taking off of Chinese wine.
I believe Chinese wines will be sooner than expected a

challenge for the best wines around the world.

Finally, 1 dedicate this book which 1 produced to my
father, Max Cointreau, President of Cognac Frapin. He is
91 years old today, the Dean of Cognac, a living legend in
the world of wine and spirits. By an amazing coincidence,
which may have some logic, it is also the birthday of my
Chinese wife, Zhang Ya Ping, who helps so much in our

visits to the Chinese wineries.

Edouard Cointreau

2013-09-14 in Beijing




it
i

e B AW R R E AR W b
Hinph—a ez e, REUENEPHERES
H. WA, Fha, e, g, 4508 75 2 i,
MEEER, KRS E, NRLE—WiEY N
S,

8 R AR A — B, M e
ERAEAMDG R, B, EhERDRIR, W
-, A EAER, wRA5IE
o A 5 ——— P A D of R i T 0 DR (9
) ST GHRORE N, R A M T fEAY R ()
i S B, 2 UM FEAT IR ()
A ER AT, b E A SR R R
HE AT AT L,

HGE L, P E SRR e, R AR
FRHEHEN KFE R E A ES— R T
b A A Ay o A A e O
Wit KBRS B, SORTRAL, R
PR A O o [ ) K30 S AR BOT R T], X B T
Bl A i 0 e B e 92 i 2 R R IR, Bk
T e 2 e, e A B R
A o WY AR (L R ke b [ WG KT S
8 A i T

o 9 5 0 o e U g 4 7 9
HEt, A Y I i A R e A
R U T T &= R T v I LV R e A IO B

o R T L R R — R A I, SE i P E A
BRI o R A T
HCHIC, e RS,

TE— AR BE RO, A R - RS i MR SE 1
R WE G, IR T — T R eP R Y
MEFHL . TR IER, MR
R .

FE%
201259A98F4E

=

b
§




Preface

In the world, no other nation shows more special
preference to “wine” than Chinese people does — from
the moment of birth to days of commemoration in the
future life, such as for a baby's completion of his (her) first
month of life, further studies, graduation, employment,
marriage  ---even for death, Chinese people always make
feasts, for sharing or for commemoration — it may be said

that “wine” accompanies Chinese people for life.

As one member of the family of wine, grape wine's
production and consumption has a long history in China,
but in Chinese long history, Chinese grape wine has been
being unknown all the time, neither valued by Chinese
people nor concerned by foreigners — because the raw
material (grape) used to make grape wine is not convenient
for storage and transportation, Chinese people developed
yellow rice wine from the raw material (rice) which is
convenient for storage and transportation, later developed
white wine from the same material of rice — although
without grape wine, Chinese people never enjoys less

alcohol than any other people.

In the past two decades. with the sustainable
development of China's economy, the growing concerns
about health —including the need to vent from the young
rebellious — grape wine becomes a more and more

important consumer product in the life of Chinese people.

and this trend is getting stronger and stronger. The reform
and opening-up policy, also spur China, the country with
cuisine culture of long standing, to open its door to wine
culture, reflecting Chinese people's persistent pursuit of
harmonious taste and perfect living art. But due to the
difference between Chinese and western dietetic cultures,
the way that Chinese accept grape wine has outstanding
local characteristics, which is a key barrier faced by many

gold diggers who come to Chinese grape wine market.

As a result of rapid development, Chinese grape wine
consumption market gains extensive attention, and more
and more foreigners come here to explore grape wine
locally produced in China. However, as China enjoys a vast
territory, even for a man who has enough time, it is still
an extravagant thing to travel around China, especially for
visiting vineyards throughout China. For this reason, books
covering vineyards in China are inevitably scattered with

less systematicness.

As a professional photographer, Janis Miglavs brings
us a unique perspective to learn about vineyards in China
through his visit to vineyards all around China. I'm very

glad to preface his new book and wish it success.

Li Demei
2012-09-09 in Beijing
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Table 1 — Growing degree-days classed by Winkler Region Groups that help define the general climate, variety, and wine style characteristics that can be
grown/produced. Typical varieties and or styles that fit these groupings are given in the table below.
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Map Caption:

Growing degree-days mapped over China from the WorldClim 1950-2000 spatial
database (Hijmans ct al. 2005). Winkler Regions are as defined in Table | with all values
helow &30 or above 2700 being typically too cold or too hot for growing winegrapes,

respectively. Map produced by Gregory V. Jones, PhD.
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Growing Degree-Days and Winkler Region explanation:

Growing degree-days area ion of heat le for plant growth and fruit

ripening. Growing degree-days are calculated using April through October monthly
average temperatures from the WorldClim 1950~2000 spatial database (Hijmans et

al. 2005) accumulating all values above a base temperature of 10 C (below which

inegrape growth is d to be le). Growing degree-days are commonly

used to assess the general climate suitability for viticulture and wine production (Jones
et al. 2010). Winkler regions were developed to help classify the climate into general
variety and wine style production groupings (Winkler et al. 1974) and have been updated
by Anderson et al (2012).
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