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FOREWORD

China Guardian has been China’s premier auction house
for more than 20 years. As it moves towards its goal of
being a world-class auction house, the company stays
committed to art and operates under a value system that
demonstrates equality, fairness, openness and integrity.
It forges ahead to expand its services to meet emerging
customer needs in ways that deliver more value than
expected.

When it was founded in 1993, China Guardian ushered in
a new era for the Chinese auction industry, transforming
the Chinese art and antiques market into an open and
diverse market from a state-run entity. It is the one of the
first joint stock companies rewarded by the authorities
for credible business conduct, and is certified as an AAA
auction company, the highest accolade in the industry.

As businesses grow in an expanding domestic market,
China Guardian has brought expertise and innovation
to the entire industry. It offers both theoretical and
practical experience to regulators for their policy-making
and legislation. It has gained a pre-emption right in the

market, contributed to the return of Chinese antiques

from abroad and introduced an effective asterisk-based
labeling system for items that are prohibited from being
exported. This is how China Guardian has become the
standard industry setter.

China Guardian’s rapid expansion has provided abundant
opportunities to collectors and art institutions, including
the Palace Museum in Beijing and the Shanghai Museum.
They regard the auction house as the major source of their
collections, and have acquired many valuable items, such
as Bamboo and Rock by Shi Tao from the Qing Dynasty,
Calligraphy by Zhu Xi from the Song Dynasty and the
much sought-after Calligraphy by a Sui Dynasty artist
as well as Calligraphy by Emperor Gaozong of the Song
Dynasty, and letters'by social celebrities from the Ming
Dynasty.

With a driving focus on traditional Chinese art and
antiques, China Guardian also works to introduce and
present Chinese contemporary art and artists around
the world, as seen in the dedicated sales of Chinese oil
paintings, modern sculptures and various works of art.

China Guardian has achieved much during its global



expansion. Since it was first established, it has always
reached out to foreign collectors and agencies who
offered valuable items, many of which have been Chinese
art treasures looted by past foreign invaders. The close
partnership aftirms China Guardian’s leading position in
the global Chinese art and antiques market and enables it
to boost its presence abroad. For example, look at what
the auction house achieved in the sales of a magnificent
famille-rose eight immortals vase from the Qing Dynasty,
and early Qing Dynasty porcelain ware offered by the
Boston Museum of Fine Arts.

China Guardian acts responsibly to grow its business,
locally and globally. As a major taxpayer, it promises to do
everything in its power to assist in the repairing of ancient
art and relics, and has funded numerous art exhibitions, set
up national scholarships for art students and held a series
of charity sales.

The rapid growth of China Guardian presents in
macrocosm what happed to the Chinese art market, which
hardly existed 20 years ago. The market now registers a

prominently huge increase in sales and content, and gives

an added impetus to such businesses as authentication
and restoration of relics, mass media and conference
organization. More importantly, it affords the collectors an
opportunity to share in that growth.

The book of China Guardian Twenty Years Fine Record:
China Guardian in 20 Years is about a wide range of top-
quality items that the auction house offered between 1994
and 2013. Focusing on the items’ artistic and historical
significance, the collection will present the readers an insight
into how China Guardian has grown in the past 20 years.
We gratefully acknowledge the kind support and the very
generous contributions which have been made over the
years by the artists and collectors , who remain an essential
part of our enduring success story.

We at China Guardian are pound of what we have
achieved. We gratefully acknowledge the generous
assistance provided to us by regulators and experts from
the industry. We must, however, acknowledge the very
generous contributions which have been made over the
years by the artists and collectors, who remain an essential

part of our enduring success story.
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