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Abstract: This paper will discuss consensus which has been regarded as in-
duction by many persons. However, consensus is quite different from induc-
tion. Induction is a scientific method which uses reasoning and experiment to con-
firm the relationships among several properties. These relationships should be fixed
without any change. If there is any change, it is not from the mistake of induction,
but from the mistake of reasoning or inaccuracy of experiment. As to consensus, it
means that the utility of an object is quite common to a group of people; it is for
this reason that it is called as consensus. If the utility can be quantified, consensus
can be defined as the average of the hypothetical utilities for the group of
people. However, if the utilities for the group of people are scattered, then there
will be no consensus. Therefore, the demarcation between having a consensus and
having no consensus is quite vague. We can confirm a certain figure for the vague
consensus and call it value. The vagueness of consensus is therefore extended from
consensus to value. Value itself is not an object, it has no real existence and its ex-
istence must depend on other object. According to subjective theory of value, val-
ues are considered having the quasi-objective feature.

Key words: induction; consensus; value; subjectivism; objectivism
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(1) &, F&, wiE, AWt ERE, SENEER, K. 9
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EEYREMEZEE T, REWRGFEE, KRN EEK, FE-F4FH
# (agent) FIMSEZS 50178, WA HEREWEMY IMAL. 4F
HHETE, DIEYEENSE I TE, AEMEAURE, flmKk, 54E
— RPN A WS, 2

—A RPN R R (SRR ) A, RO RUH . ST

&R, WA Resnik B9 R, F— RPN HE - FEMGBHZ KN
AT AR B DA 22 /0 4 Ok W KX S ok R oV B LA BRIV 3 AR S BRI 3K —
X, XX G ERA T A — R (hypothetical utility ) .

ALy il A BN, Bl — B HE AT LB — e d-HE, LX)
WA HE, Bl — XM KRARBBER -FFERRE., BEUTER
PR AT LAY KB T A RE T & B L Bt &, X — VI (7R 9 i
H, #EATUUHSEERN ., ETHMME, WXHIEEEFELEARN.

(2) BEFFWEXMEHE BB, =0 F MM E L E AR

(I Michael D. Resnik, Choice : An Introduction to Decisim Theory ( Minneecpolis, University of Minne-
sota Press, 1987).



