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Minimally invasive surgery first started as a diagnostic tool in gen-
eral gynaecology. With advances in surgical equipment, anaesthetic
support and surgical techniques, laparoscopic surgery is performed on
gynaecological diseases with increasing complexity. The advantages are
numerous especially for the comfort and fast recovery of the patients.
Challenges remained on the cost of the setup and a long learning curve
for complex surgery like that in treating gynaecological cancers. With
the introduction of the robotic assisted laparoscopic surgery, the agile
instruments, 3-D vision, stability of the camera and instrument and

better ergonomics for surgeons, a leap in the use of laparoscopic sur-

gery in complex operation was observed. The best example is its use in
treating gynaecological cancers. Current evidence supported similar if not better performance in
terms of safety and extent of operation of the robots compared to conventional laparoscopic or open
surgery. Similar to conventional laparoscopic surgery, less pain, faster recovery, shorter hospital
stay, less blood loss and complications were observed. In the management of gynaecological cancers,

short term survival was comparable though large scale long term data was not available.

I am honored to witness the first robotic laparoscopic total hysterectomy in Xijing Hospital,
Fourth Military Medical University, Xi’an in 2013. The development since had been fast. In less
than 2 years, complicated gynaecological operations were performed. Patients would definitely bene-
fited from wide spread use of robotic assisted surgeries. This book served as a good reference for
those who are interested in starting on the use of robots in the management of gynaecological canc-

€rs.

Lastly, I would like to congratulate the authors in putting up not only a well-illustrated book

but also videos for easy reference.

Professor Hextan Yuen Sheung Ngan

Head and Chief of Service

Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology
Queen Mary Hospital

University of Hong Kong

Hong Kong
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