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 Origins and History

Q Text A Early Chinese History
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25,

From Yuanmou Man to Beijing Man

The first primitive man known to have existed in China is Yuanmou Man who lived
about 1.7 million years ago. In 1965 two fossil front teeth of primitive ape-men were
discovered in Yuanmou County, Yunnan Province. In 1963 and 1964 fossils known as the
“Lantian Man” were discovered in Lantian County, Shanxi Province. These were the earliest
known inhabitants in China. About 500,000 years ago, Beijing Man, the ape-man who lived
in Zhoukoudian area (in the southwestern suburb of present-day Beijing), already possessed
the basic characteristics of Homo sapiens: he walked erect on two legs, was able to make
and use simple tools, and knew how to make fire and maintain it.
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Yangshao Culture and Longshan Culture

The Yangshao Culture, which flourished some 6,000 or 7,000 years ago, was a
matriarchal commune. The Longshan Culture, which existed some 5,000 years ago, is an
example of a patriarchal commune. People were already able to make stone tools for many
purposes and had invented pottery. In addition to hunting and fishing, agriculture and
animal husbandry reached a new level of development. The improvement in craftsmanship
was marked by the introduction of the potter’s wheel and by the beginning of the
metallurgy of copper. Towards the end of this period, society began to be divided into
classes.

In the latter period of the primitive clan society, there were many tribes scattered in the
Yellow River valley, among which the tribe headed by Huangdi (the Yellow Emperor) was
the most powerful and had a fairly high level of civilization. Later, the Yellow Emperor
became identified in Chinese mythology as the forefather of the Chinese nation.

The Xia Dynasty

The Xia Dynasty is traditionally supposed to have begun with the reign of Yu the Great and
ended with the fall of Jie, from approximately the 21st century B.C. to the 16th century B.C..

Yu devoted his whole life to flood control. His celebrated contributions won him the
respect of the people who honored him as “Yu the Great” and “God of the Soil”. Thanks to
the taming of floods by Yu, people could settle down. As a result, animal husbandry and
agriculture underwent development, which required more knowledge of astronomy and a
better calendar to mark seasonal changes.

Yao, a tribal chief, is said to have worked out a calendar dividing a year into four
seasons to coincide with the seasons of farming. The calendar, known as the Xia calendar,
was much praised by the people of later generations. Bronze vessels also came into use in
the Xia Dynasty.

The Shang Dynasty

The Shang Dynasty is the first dynasty which is recorded in written documents and
evidenced by archaeological finds.

The Shang rulers frequently waged wars on neighboring clans, being superior to them
in their possession of bronze weapons and chariots with spiked wheels. Defeated soldiers
were taken captive and became slaves or were used for sacrifices to the dead.

Farming was the basis of the state. Not only weapons, but also ritual vessels were cast
from bronze. Belief in gods of nature and ancestral worship played a special role in the lives
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of the populace. Scribes and priests versed in astronomy performed sacrificial rituals. In
Anyang, the Shang’s capital, graves of kings were discovered which contained, in addition
to instruments, many beheaded slaves. They were supposed to be of service to the deceased
in a later life. Besides this, tens of thousands of oracle bones engraved with characters and
oracle questions were found. They were kept by the Shang archives as important historical
documents.

The Zhou Dynasty

Around the year 1,100 B.C., the Zhou clans conquered the Shang. People in this time
gave up cave-dwelling, built houses and city walls and began to live in cities which were
administered by officials. The Zhou period is important for the establishment of some of the
most enduring Chinese political concepts. Foremost is the “mandate of the Heaven™ in
which the Heaven gives wise and virtuous leaders a mandate to rule and removes it from
those who are evil and corrupt. The concept of the emperor as the “Son of the Heaven”
originated at the time is that the highest god was the Heaven; the king, as the “Son of the
Heaven,” was the mediator between the Heaven, the Earth and the people. He alone
received the heavenly mandate to rule; he alone made the sacrifices. Human sacrifices in
general were forbidden and consultation of the oracle bone was abandoned by the Zhou
Dynasty.

During the Western Zhou, agricultural production expanded and even breweries were
set up. There appeared many poems and documents of high artistic value ranging in subject
matter from philosophy to politics and history. The Classic of Songs of this period is the
earliest anthology of poetry in China. The Western Zhou was the heyday of the Bronze Age
in China. Inscriptions on Zhou bronzes frequently end with the words “for eternal
preservation by our descendants”. This is clearly an example of hope for the handing down
of the inscribed bronzes from generation to generation. Beginning from 841 B.C. the Zhou
royal house began to keep annals. Thus the year 841 B.C. marked the beginning of
conscious systematic records in Chinese history.

The Spring and Autumn and Warring States Periods (The Eastern Zhou Dynasty)

The Western Zhou ended in 770 B.C. and the Eastern Zhou began when the rulers
moved their capital to Luoyi (present-day Luoyang in Henan Province). The Eastern Zhou is
generally divided into two periods—the Spring and Autumn Period (770 B.C.~476 B.C.)
and the Warring States Period (476 B.C.~221 B.C.).

The Western Zhou formerly included over 1,700 semi-independent states. Their lords
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swore allegiance to the “Son of the Heaven” and gave military aid when required. However,
as the power of the Zhou royal family declined, the number of feudal lords increased. Big
states swallowed up little ones, and by 700 B.C. only 200 independent states existed.
Continuing annexations during the Spring and Autumn Period reduced the number to a
handful.

This period and the important Warring States Period which followed was a time of
turmoil with incessant wars, unbridled power and great extremes of wealth and poverty.
Out of the numerous small semi-states, 7 larger kingdoms arose in the 4th century B.C.. By
221 B.C., the First Qin Emperor (259 B.C.~210 B.C.), Qin Shihuang, had annexed the 6
rival states and established Qin, the first feudal empire in Chinese history, from which
China derives its name.

Persistent social upheavals gradually broke up the monopoly of culture and literature
by the noble. Many schools of thought came into existence and began to contend against
one another. It was during this time that some of the greatest philosophers in Chinese
history lived: Confucius, Mencius, MoZi, LaoZi, ZhuangZi, ShangYang and Han Fei Zi. The
great poet Qu Yuan, author of Li Sao, was also active. They traveled from one state to
another trying to offer their counsel to any ruler who would listen to them.

During this period, iron began to be used on a large scale in the manufacture of
agricultural tools and weapons. The new implements brought about a true agricultural
revolution. Iron tools greatly facilitated further irrigation and flood control. The marked
increase in agricultural production gave rise to a population growth.

The economic upsurge also resulted in the growth of trade which brought the
merchants, a new class of people, into much greater prominence.

~ k Notes

1. The Yangshao culture ({74284t ): a Neolithic culture that existed extensively along the
central Yellow River in China. The Yangshao culture is dated from around 5,000 B.C. to
3,000 B.C.. The culture is named after Yangshao, the first excavated representative village of
this culture, which was discovered in 1921 in Henan Province by the Swedish archaeologist
Johan Gunnar Andersson (1874~1960). The culture flourished mainly in the provinces of
Henan, Shaanxi and Shanxi.

2. The Longshan culture ( £.13 4% ): a late Neolithic culture in China, centered on the
central and lower Yellow River and dated from about 3,000 B.C. to 2,000 B.C.. The
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Longshan culture is named after the town of Longshan in the east of the area under the
administration of the city of Jinan, Shandong Province, where the first archaeological find (in
1928) and excavation (in 1930 and 1931) of this culture took place at the Chengziya
Archaeological Site.

The Bronze Age (4A28 844X ): a period characterized by the use of copper and its alloy
bronze as the chief hard materials in the manufacture of some implements and weapons.
Chronologically, it stands between the Stone Age and the Iron Age. The term Stone Age
implies the inability to smelt any ore, the term Bronze Age implies the inability to smelt iron
ore and the term Iron Age implies the ability to manufacture artifacts in any of the three types
of hard materials. Their arrangement in the archaeological chronology reflects the difficulty
of manufacture in the history of technology.

Confucius (FU-F ): a Chinese thinker and social philosopher of the Spring and Autumn
Period. The philosophy of Confucius emphasized personal and governmental morality,
correctness of social relationships, justice and sincerity. These values gained prominence in
China over other doctrines, such as Legalism (J%:5%) or Taoism (i&%) during the Han
Dynasty. Confucius’ thoughts have been developed into a system of philosophy known as
Confucianism (f%X).

Mencius ( &-F ): an itinerant Chinese philosopher and sage, and one of the principal
interpreters of Confucianism. Supposedly, he was a pupil of Confucius’ grandson, Zisi. Like
Confucius, according to legend, he travelled China for forty years to offer advice to rulers for
reform. During the Warring States Period, Mencius served as an official and scholar at the
Jixia Academy in the State of Qi. He expressed his filial devotion when he took an absence of
three years from his official duties for Qi to mourn his mother’s death. Disappointed at his
failure to effect changes in his contemporary world, he retired from public life.

Mozi ( £-F ): a Chinese philosopher during the Hundred Schools of Thought period (early
Warring States Period). Born in Tengzhou, Shandong Province, China, he founded the school
of Mohism and argued strongly against Confucianism and Daoism. During the Warring States
Period, Mohism was actively developed and practiced in many states, but fell out of favour
when the legalist Qin Dynasty came to power. During that period many Mobhist classics were
ruined when Qin Shihuang carried out the burning of books and burying of scholars. The
importance of Mohism further declined when Confucianism became the dominant school of
thought during the Han Dynasty, until mostly disappearing by the middle of the Western Han
Dynasty.

Laozi ( #-F ): a mystic philosopher of ancient China, best known as the author of the Tao
Te Ching (often simply referred to as Laozi). Laozi is traditionally considered the founder of
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Taoism due to his authorship of the Tao Te Ching. He is also revered as a deity in religious
Taoism and traditional Chinese religions, and often referred to as Taishang Laojun, or “One
of the Three Pure Ones”. Translated literally Laozi in Chinese means “old master” or “old
one”, which connotes respect.

8. Zhuangzi ( £-F ): an influential Chinese philosopher who lived around the 4th century B.C.
during the Warring States Period, a period corresponding to the summit of Chinese
philosophy, the Hundred Schools of Thought. He is credited with writing—in part or in
whole—a work known by his name, the Zhuangzi.

9. Shang Yang ( B #k): an important statesman of the State of Qin during the Warring States
Period of Chinese history. Born Wei Yang in the State of Wei, with the support of Duke Xiao
of Qin, Yang enacted numerous reforms in Qin. These were in accordance with his legalist
philosophy as recorded in The Book of Lord Shang and assisted Qin in its change from a
peripheral state to that of a militarily powerful and strongly centralized kingdom. He changed
the administration of the state through an emphasis on meritocracy and devolving power
from the nobility. '

10. Han Fei Zi ( 34E-F ): a Chinese philosopher who, along with Li Si, Gongsun Yang, Shen
Dao and Shen Buhai, developed the doctrine of the School of Law or Legalism. Unlike the
other famed philosophers of the time, Han Fei was a member of the ruling aristocracy, having
been born into the ruling family of the state of Han during the end phase of the Warring
States Period. In this context, his works have been interpreted by some scholars as being
directed to his cousin, the King of Han.

11. Qu Yuan (/&/& ): a Chinese poet who lived during the Warring States Period of ancient
China. He is famous for his contributions to the poetry collection known as the Chu-ci (also
known as Songs of the South or Songs of Chu). Along with the Shi Jing, the Chu Ci is one of
the two great collections of ancient Chinese verse. Historical details about Qu Yuan’s life are
few, and his authorship of many Chu-ci poems have been questioned at length. However, he
is widely accepted to have written Li Sao, the most well-known of the Chu-ci poems, and
possibly several others in the collection as well.

.‘ Words & Expressions

1. fossil ['fosal] n. L& ; 1B1La9F4; 1 E AL A
2. possess [pa'zes] vt. =%, RFAE; HA, #4E
3. Homo sapiens ['homo'sepi'enz] n. A%X; HA (ARAEXHF L)



22,
23.
24,
23,
26.
217.
28.
29.
30.

31,
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.

Unit 1

flourish ['flaurif] vi. %%, $¢8E; X&; F3k & FEAeH
matriarchal ['meitri'akl]  adj. & % KA%49

commune [ko'mjun, 'komju:n] n. 2%

patriarchal [peitri'akal] adj. KK, % KbE); dkKGEEH
pottery ['potori] n. M3; ME); MEFER

husbandry ['hazbandri] n. 44%; $RK, #FF, K

. metallurgy n. %44 %

. mythology [mi'0dlodzi] n. #Pi&; AviEF; APishk
. reign [rein] n. %ib; %IbETH; e

. astronomy [a'stronomi] #n. AL F

. calendar [kalinda] »n. B /; [ K] ik, BAEER
. tribal ['traibal] adj. ¥RE4; Frikd)

. coincide [kouin'said] vi. —#, 454 B A4
. vessel ['vesal] n. %3, #Hm

. excavation [ekska'veifon] n. 4ZiR, K 4E

. chariot ['tfeeriot] n. —# K F

. spiked [spaikt] adj. K&

. captive ['kaptiv] adj. #AF5 &, WEAE

n AFE; KTH
sacrifice ['saekrifais] n. 484, £5; A
ritual ['ritjual, -tfu-] adj. XX &; BI4TH; AP
ancestral [@n'sestral]  adj. #85649; 48454
populace ['popjules] n. KA FEK; A9
verse [vais] n. ¥, WA ¥ FF
oracle ['orokl, 'o:-] n. AV#r; E; APara; FA
engrave [in'greiv] vt. BEZ|; 442
foremost ['famoust] adj. REZ4); F|AH

Origins and History

mandate ['mendeit] n. #&AX; ®4, 184 FRETE, TeHTHIHE

vi. B, FHE

virtuous ['vaitfuss] adj. & R 44; FibiEeh; NEH; EHE; HFREAH

mediator ['miidieita] n. #IFH; ik E; T
consultation [konsal'teifon] n. %14); 27

brewery ['bruari] n. BRi&Ff

artistic [a'tistik] adj. T.AKR4&9; KAHEE); H ER
anthology [&n'Oolod3i] n. (3. L. #. &F4)) tE

7
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37. heyday ['heidei] n. 42 23

38. inscription [in'skripfon] n. #83d; 443; ZIFP

39. descendant [di'sendont] n. &&; T

40. allegiance [o'lidzons] n. #.&, &ik; &R

41. feudal ['fjudl] adj. #TEFEEY; ARMey; HHLE

42, swallow up &&; B3

43. annexation [@nek'seifon] n. 4-5F; HAedh

44. handful ['hendful] ». v #; —fe; ®FF

45. turmoil ['tarmoil] n. L, &3

46. incessant [in'sesont] adj. RWT4Y; TAFE); EL4
47. unbridled [An'braidld] adj. #AE4Y; A RbEY; #AY
48. annex [o'neks, '®neks] ve. Mo, FKAF; HFSH

49. upheaval [ap'hival] n. BIE; BA&; Fi

50. monopoly [mo'nopali] n. ZWf; Zhid; HFER

51. contend [kon'tend] vi. £F; &-F; +%; Fib

52. implement ['implimont, 'impliment] »n. T, Z A

53. facilitate [fo'siliteit] vr. 123, #Bh; 1255

54. irrigation [iri'geifon] n. #EBL

55. upsurge ['apsa:dz, Ap'said3] n. JAAL, FHEK

56. prominence ['prominans] n. Ei; BF; R, M4

; Exercises

Answer the following questions.

What is the basic characteristic of Homo sapiens?
When did society begin to be divided into classes?
How did the people honor Yu?

When did Bronze vessels come into use?

VRN

What is the first dynasty in written documents?

II. Comprehension of the Text:

Decide whether each of the following statements is true or false according to the passage.

1. The Longsha Culture existed some 6,000 or 7,000 years ago.

2. During the Xia Dynasty, hunting, fishing, agriculture and animal husbandry reached a new



