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Up to now, ships that fall outside
the U.S. government's jurisdiction®
often use heavy, sludge-like fuels with
high levels of sulfur. The U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency ( EPA)
said the rule will force ships to use
pricier, more-refined fuel that cuts
sulfur® levels by 98 percent, thereby
slashing by up to 85 percent nitrogen
oxide emissions that are linked to cancer.

“This is a change that will benefit
millions of people and set in motion new
innovations® for the shipping industry,”
EPA Administrator Lisa P. Jackson said
in a statement. “The sulfur, particulate
emissions and other harmful pollutants
from large ships reach from our ports to
communities hundreds of miles inland-
bringing with them health, environmental
and economic burdens,” she said.
“Cleaning up our shipping lanes will be a
boon to communities across North
America. ”

California is the only state that
mandates ships within 24 nautical miles
of the coast to burn cleaner fuel. The
mandate prompted many vessels heading
to the ports of Los Angeles and Long
Beach to take a shortcut route to save on

using the costlier fuel. The different
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