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This publication is dedicated to all the clansmen who volunteered and

committed their time and efforts in making their clan association a success.
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-oreword

Time is a trajectory of past events; through time we are able to see our past. The various clan associations erected around Penang are
landmarks of history. By getting to know them, we will be able to recall the past events of our ancestors and understand the turmoil and

hardship that they had experienced, to encourage our younger generation.

The Penang Chinese Clan Council deeply understands the tough times the clan associations have gone through for more than 200 years.
The role of clan associations has long since extended beyond ancestral halls belonging to a certain clan; in fact, they have enhanced the rich
cultural heritage of Penang. By carefully threading together the pieces of their development, we are able to glimpse at the breadth the history

of first Chinese pioneers in Nanyang (South East Asia).

Today, we stand between the past and the future; reminiscing deeply the efforts of our ancestors in the development of Penang. As an
acknowledgement of our ancestors’ hard work and also for our latter generations to understand the story of our forefathers in Penang, the
Penang Chinese Clan Council decided to initiate the collection of historical data of more than 170 ancestral family halls in Penang. After visiting
each ancestral family hall, we decided to finalise and compile the first one hundred ancestral halls’ information, including surname origins, brief
founding history, organisation status, pictures, etc. into a book, and publish it as “Volume 1”. After publication of “Volume 17, continuous efforts
will be endeavoured to collect the information from the remaining 70 plus ancestral family halls to be published. We hope to be able to gather

the historical information from genealogical organisations throughout Penang, as a contribution from our generation.

Therefore, we hope that the publication of this book will inspire younger generations to take the initiative to carry out a more in-depth study

into our ancestors’ history in Penang, thus adding a more vibrant energy into our history of Penang.

Penang Chinese Clan Council
1 May 2013
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Text: Kwoh Shoo Chen

All Chinese people have surnames or “xing” and all of them originated in China. The
earliest usage of surnames appeared in China making it the country with the most
ancient surname tradition in the world. Surnames are a precious heritage left to us by our
ancestors, linking us to our history and blood relations. Through surnames, we are able
to understand our origins and trace the history of our ancestors. Through surnames, we
are also able to open our hearts to both the suffering and glory days of our ancestors.

Today, our ancestral surname or “xing” is placed before our name or “ming”. Together,
the combination of a surname and a name is used to address a person. Clan surnames
or “shi” works the same way as “xing”; which refers to a person’s surname.

However, prior to the Qin Dynasty, “xing” and “shi” each refered to two monosyllabic
words with different meanings. Both have their origins and meaning, and there are many
differences between the two.

The Difference between “Xing” and “Shi”

The Chinese surname originated from a matriarchal society about five to six thousand
years ago. Some originated from the tribe totem, the place where the matriach resided,
or from the name of the tribal chief. Since it was a matriarchal society, the children only
knew who their mother was but not who their father was. Therefore, the “xing” sinogram
is composed of a 27 “ni” (female) radical and a 4 “sheng” (born), indicating that the
children are named according to the mother. Hence, the oldest surnames incorporate a
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7 “nl” (female) in the symbol, such as gl “si”, {& “ji", & “ying”, Z “jiang” and ¢ “yao”.

Prior to the Zhou Dynasty, our ancestors had already discovered the ills of inbreeding
through practice. Therefore, a rule was established, though somewhat less stringent, to
prohibit marriage customs between people bearing the same surname from the same
tribe. During the Zhou Dynasty, the rule evolved to become a legal and moral guideline.
The main usage of the ancestral surname (xing) was to identify the ancestorship of latter
generations in order to facilitate marriage customs. In short, “xing” was used as the
ancestral symbol of people sharing blood relations (maternal ancestors).

The clan surname or “shi” was said to exist since the legendary Emperor Huang era.
However, “shi” emerged most widely and frenetically during the Zhou Dynasty. The
origin of “shi” was based on the ancestors’ feudal land, title, office, occupation, name,
pseudonym, posthumous name, or a noble deed. During the early Zhou Dynasty, the
king decided to generously bestow titles to local leaders. Titles were bestowed according
to the birthland (clan origin), and land was given for the local leaders or honourary dukes
to rule over. Later, the descendents of these dukes would take the name of the land as
their surname. The dukes then subdivided pieces of feudal territory to their subordinates
or descendents. The descendents of these beneficieries then took their ancestors’ land,
title, office, or name as their clan surname “shi”, to display their family background.
Due to the clan surname (shi) being a product of the patriarchal society, it represented
the background and social status of a family. Therefore, prior to the Qin Dynasty, high
ranking officials and aristocrats would hold an ancestral surname (xing) and a clan
surname (shi), while commoners held a “xing” without a “shi”. It was a pride to own a
“shi” during those times.

We can briefly conclude that for the “xing” and “shi” in the pre-Qin era, the “xing” was
an ancestral symbol of blood relations, representing the genus of the family originating
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from the same matriarchal ancestor. Whereas “shi” was a symbol of the branch from
the original matriarchal ancestor, or an adopted latter name. It became the symbol for
the first progenitor who moved out and his descendents, or as a tributary to the original
clan. “Shi” represented the symbol status of a clan. “Xing” is destined from birth, and
is unchanged through hundreds of generations. “Shi” varies according to family, and
can be changed. The main purpose of “shi” is to differentiate between aristocrats and
commoners, while the main purpose of “xing” is to differentiate between blood relations.
This old system of “xing” and “shi” was kept in use until the Qin Dynasty.

The Merging of “Xing” and “Shi” during the Qin Dynasty

During the Qin Dynasty, “xing” and “shi” merged into one and the differentiation between
the two was lost. “Xing shi” was used to identify both men and women by blood relations,
in order to facilitate marriage affairs.

During the late Warring States period, many written records and literature were lost due
to the unrest brought about by social reforms. Records of lineage were nowhere to be
found, causing an unprecedented “chaos” in the history of Chinese surnames. Many
commoners who had not been bestowed “shi” tried to uplift their social status by taking
a “shi” when their conditions improved after the reforms. This brought about the merging
of “xing” and “shi". )

In 221 BC, Emperor Qin Shi Huang unified China and declared the “system of prefectures
and counties” to be implemented to fully replace the feudal system of the Zhou Dynasty.
The political structure of the “system of prefectures and counties” were completely
dependent on administrative divisions instead of feudal divisions. Even the emperor’s
son did not receive any feudal land. Therefore, “shi” which represented the aristocrat
class, lost its dazzling brilliance, and was only used as a symbol to mark direct lineage.
The difference between “shi” and “xing” no longer applied, thus, there was no longer
a need to differentiate the two. This resulted in the “shi” and “xing” being used only to
differentiate marriage relations.There was no longer any difference between “shi” and
“xing”, which was used to differentiate between marriage relations, thus, the two words
were merged.

From then on, “xing” and “shi” were merged, forming “xing shi”. The “shi” which emerged
during the Zhou Dynasty, all became “xing shi”, greatly increasing the number of “xing
shi”. Each segment of society owned a surname, from the emperor, ministers, generals,
down to army officers, peasants, workers and business owners. The surname, joined
with the name, became a person’s identification symbol. Every clan had its own fixed
surname, to be used permanently for future generations. This is the meaning of the “xing
shi” that we know today.

Throughout history, the formation of the surname has gone through many processes.
Having the same surname does not necessarily mean having the same ancestral source,
for example the surname Liu has five sources. On the other hand, different surnames
may possibly come from the same clan, for example &5 "Gu” and £ “Wu” originate from
the same ancestor, Gu Gong (King Tai of the Zhou dynasty).

Today, after five thousand years, we, as future generations, should no longer argue about
the origins of oursurname. On the contrary, we should have an openmindto respectdifferent
opinions, and work towards bringing greater unity and positive development for the future.



The Origins of Surname
1. Taking the name of the kingdom or feudal land as surname.

Examples :

* During the Shang Dynasty, the Kingdom of Ruan lay between River Jing and River
Wei. Its descendents took the surname “Ruan”.

«Zao Fu was conferred by King Mu of the Zhou dynasty the city of Zhao. His
descendents took the surname “Zhao”.

+King Zhao from the state of Wu conferred his concubine’s son the land of Weng.
Hence, his descendents took the surname of “Weng”.

» The second son of King Wu of the Zhou dynasty, Ji Yu, was conferred the Kingdom
of Jin. Ji Yu became the ancestor of the Jin clan.

«In 10BC, after Duke Zhou suppressed the Wu Kang rebellion, the half-brother of
King Zhou from the state of Shang, Wei Zi Qi, was conferred the Kingdom of Song.
His descendents took the kingdom name “Song” as their surname.

*The eleventh son of King Wen of the Zhou dynasty, Hui, was conferred the state of
Shen. He founded the Kingdom of Shen, and his descendents took the kingdom
name “Shen” as their surname.

+King Wu of the Zhou dynasty conferred Wen Shu the land of Xu. He then founded
the Kingdom of Xu, and his descendents took the surname “Xu”.

«Zhuan Xu's descendent, Lu Zhong's third son Qian Jian, was conferred Peng (today’s
Xuzhou City in Jiangsu province). His descendents took the surname “Peng”.

2. Taking the name of a fief or the place of origin as surname.

Examples :

« Emperor Yan of Shen Nong clan lived at River Jiang (bank of one of the streams of
the River Wei), hence he took the name of the river “Jiang” as the surname.

«People who lived at Lao mountain, in Dong Hai, took the surname “Lao”.

* The son of Duke Zhuang from the state of Lu, Sui, courtesy name Zhong Nang, lived
at the east gate (dong men) in the city of Du. Therefore he was known as Dong Men
Zhong Nang, and his descendents took the surname “Dong Men”.

«In ancient times, the outer wall erected around the city was called Guo, and the east
of the outer wall was called Dong Guo. A descendent of Duke Huan from the state of
Qi lived at the east of the outer wall of Linzi city, and was known as Dong Guo Dai
Fu. His descendents took “Dong Guo” as their surname.

3. Taking the name, courtesy name, or posthumous name of ancestors as surname.

Examples :

* The son of Duke Hui from the state of Lu, named Wei, courtesy named “Shi Fu”. His
descendents took the surname “Shi”.

*Prince Yan from the state of Zheng was named “Zi You". His descendents took the
surname “You”.

* The descendents of King Zhuang from the state of Chu took the surname “Zhuang”.

* The descendants of Tong Diao, a government official of the state of Dong, took the
surname “Diao”.

* Duke Wen from the state of Qi had a son named Gong Zi Gao. His descendents took
the surname “Gao”.

«In charge of the granary, were surnamed “Cang”.

«In charge of hunting for birds and animals, surnamed “Da Luo”.

+In charge of the King's seal, surnamed “Fu”.

*The imperial official in charge of recording the King's activities, was surnamed
“Shi”.

» Surname “Si Tu”, originally referred to an official in ancient times.

* Surname “Si Kong”, were the officials in charge of water systems.

* Surname “Si Ma”, referred to high-ranking army officers in ancient times.

«“Huang” (Emperor), “Wang” (King), “Gong” (Duke) and “Hou” (Marquis) are all
examples of taking the title of nobility as surname.

6. Taking the profession or job title as surname
Example :
» Surname “Suo” (Rope-maker).
« Surname “Tao” (Claymaker).
* Surname “Wu” (Wizard).
*Surname “Tu” (Butcher).

7. Taking the ancient minority ethnic tribe name as surname

Example :

+“Hu Yan”: During the Eastern Jin Dynasty, the Hun’s Hu Yan tribe entered China. The
descendents took “Hu Yan” as their surname.

*“Mu Rong”: During the period of the Three Kingdoms, the Mu Rong tribe in the Xian
Bei clan took “Mu Rong” as their surname.

«“Yu Wen": During the Eastern Jin Dynasty, after the Yu Wen tribe entered China, they
took “Yu Wen” as their surname.

*“Yu Chi” was one of the tribes in the Xian Bei clan. The descendents took “Yu Chi”
as their surname.

* The Tuo Ba clan changed their surname to “Yuan”

* The Guan Er Jia clan simplified their surname to Guan.

8. Surname bestowed by the emperor
Emperors usually bestowed surnames based on meritorious achievements of their
subordinates as a means of praise and to win the hearts of their subordinates. However,
there were those who were bestowed bad surnames as punishments.
Examples :
*During the Ming Dynasty, the eunuch Ma San Bao was bestowed the surname
“Zheng". Hence, Ma San Bao changed his name to “Zheng He". (Praise)
« Xiang Bo who helped save the life of Liu Bang was bestowed the surname of “Liu”
by Emperor Gao Zu of the Han dynasty or better known as Liu Bang. (Praise)
* During the Spring and Autumn Period, Chen Shu who eradicated the L army was
bestowed the surname of “Sun” by Duke Jing from the state of Qi. (Praise)
*Empress Wu Ze Tian killed her two cousin brothers Wu Wei Liang and Wu Huai
Yuan, and was bestowed the surname of Venomous Snake “Fu” on their descendents.
(Punishment)
 During the Tang Dynasty, the left chancellor and Princess Tai Ping conspired to plot
a rebellion. After Emperor Xuan Zong of the Tang Dynasty took power, he bestowed

4. Taking the seniority in a family as surname the surname Malice or “Du” on the descendents of Dou Huai Zhen. (Punishment)
In some families and clans, the surname followed the men’s seniority in the family. For * The Ma clan from Shandong Province was bestowed the surname “Curse” or “Ma”
example the eldest was “Bo” or “Meng”, the second eldest “Zhong”, the third “Shu’”, by the Qing Emperor Yong Zheng during the literary inquisition.
the fourth “Ji” etc. The descendents inherited the surnames, hence the surnames “Bo”,
“Meng”, “Zhong”, “Shu” and “Ji”, indicating the seniority in the clan. 9. Change of surname due to refuge or taboo
Example :
5. Taking the office, or title of nobility as surname « Emperor Wen of the Han dynasty was named Liu Heng. Those with the surname of
Example : I8 “Heng” then changed their surname to & “Chang”.
«In charge of money, were surnamed “Qian’. *The ancestor of the ruler of Jin Dynasty was named Si Ma Shi. Those with the
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surname of [fj “Shi” changed their surname to the similar-looking character Iiff] “Shuai”
by removing a stroke.

* During the Han Dynasty, Si Ma Qian was convicted of defamation, and his two sons
fled to avoid punishment. His eldest son took the surname ;& “Fong” which looked
similar to 5 “Ma” by adding the “ice” radical () ), while his second son took the
surname [G “Tong” which looked similar to & “Si” by adding a stroke.

*Due to turmoil in the Kingdom of Chen during the Spring Autumn Period, Prince
Chen Wan fled to the Kingdom of Qi and changed his surname to “Tian”.

* King Ming fromthe state of Han made the character it (&) “Zhuang” ataboo. Therefore,
those with the surname “Zhuang” changed their surname to = “Yan”.

10. Change of surname due to changes in pronounciation or shape.
Example:
*%f, Zai changed to & “Dai’.
* 3% Guo changed to 2 “Guo”.
* 3£ Gong changed to 3t “Hong".
* [T Qiu changed to {8 “Qiu”.
*Af Bing changed to & “Bing”.
& Zhu changed to %< “Zhu”.

How many surnames are there since ancient times?

The famous “Hundred Family Surnames” during ancient times in China was written
during the Northern Song Dynasty (AD 960). There are 408 single-character surnames,
30 double-character surnames, totalling 438 surnames.

Today, according to research data provided by Jia Zu Wang (Family Network), an
authoritative surname and culture website, there are 6931 single-character surnames,
9012 double-character surnames, 4850 triple-character surnames, 2276 four-character
surnames, 541 five-character surnames, 142 six-character surnames, 39 seven-
character surnames, 14 eight-character surnames, 7 nine-character surnames and 1
ten-character surname. From ancient to modern times, surnames that were actually in
use and are currently in use total up to 23813. There are approximately more than 4700
surnames commonly in use, where most consist of single-character surnames and more
than 100 double-character surnames, while surnames with three characters and above
are rarely seen. The hundred most common surnames accounted for more than 60% of
the population.

Strange surnames

There are many strange and even derogatory surnames among the various surnames
in China. The literal meanings of these surnames are disrespectful; however these
surnames have in fact been used or are still, currently in use. It is interesting to learn
about these surnames.

For example: §E crime “Zui”, § skin disease “Xuan’, [J mute “Ya”, 3% tomb “Zhong”,
fif dirty “Zang”, £ bad “Nao”, 1& coquettish “Sao”, & get away “Gun”, 48 cut “Zu”, 1ll)
fairy “xian”, B fat “fei”, H ugly “chou”, i flat “bian”, 3% kill “sha”, 3 dead “si”, ;& mixed
“hun”. It is difficult to fathom that these “problematic” words were used as surnames. In
China’s Henan province, there are even surnames such as & wife “gi”, Z concubine
“gie”, = scolding “ma”, i evil “xie”, {Z prostitution “piao”, etc. Unexpectedly, the words
“ancestral surname” or ¥ “xing” and “clan surname” or [ “shi” were also used as
surnames respectively.

Easily mispronounced surnames

Among the various surnames, some are commonly mispronounced due to the small
number of people who actually use these surnames, or due to the heterophonic
characteristic of Chinese characters.

For example:

2 zéng céng
h qiu choéu
X ou qu
= shao zhao
+ rén ren
L hua hua
AN piao pu
e/l shé zhé
=) shan dan
5] ha ha
® xié jie
2= pb fan
L) ji ji
= zha cha

Commandries

The word “commandry” (jun) originated from the Qin Dynasty’s System of Commandries
and Counties. After the ancestral surname and clan surname were merged, the name
‘commandry” emerged during the Wei and Jin Dynasties, referring to the place of
residence of families holding prominent surnames, e.g. Zhang clan in Qinghe, Wang
clan in Taiyuan, Chen clan in Yingchuan, Zhou clan in Runan, Guo clan in Fenyang, etc.

Commandries usually have two functions. First, it reflects the geographical distribution of
various prominent clans across the commandries in China. Second, it indicates the place
of origin of certain clans. As many clans lived together in the same commandry, different
clans may share a common commandry, e.g. Taiyuan is a commandry for Wang, Guo,
Wen, Sun, etc. A clan may also spread out to many different commandries and later on
gain prominence in those areas; therefore a clan may also own a few commandries, e.g.
surname LU are distributed through Hedong, Dongping, Donglai, Puyang, etc.

As commandries connect the clan and the place of origin as a whole, commandries have
become the tracing point of generations of descendents. Today, commandries are an
important link for Chinese people all around the world.

Hall Name

The hall name refers to the name of a shrine or family temple. At the main entrance to
each ancestral hall, there is usually a plaque hanging above the door that shows the
hall name of the clan. The hall name designates a family’s origin and descent, and is a
symbol to distinguish between different sub-clans. Both the hall name and commandry
are significant concepts in the surname tradition. They are important concepts to be
understood before setting off on a search for ancestral roots or origins.

Besides being used in the ancestral hall, the hall name is also used in the courtyards,
genealogy records, ritual books, lanterns, and schools founded by the clan, e.g. Penang'’s
Yingchuan school (founded by the Tan clan) and Qingtian primary school (founded by
the You clan), etc.

Categories of Hall Names

(1) Name of a place as a Hall Name

Using a clan’s ancestral land, or its prominent commandry as the hall name.

For example the Hong clan’s Dun Huang Hall, Hu clan’s An Ding Hall, Zhou clan’s Qi
Shan Hall, Feng clan’s Shi Ping Hall, You clan’s Qing Tian Hall, Wu clan's Yan Ling Hall,
Huang clan’s Jiang Xia Hall, Lin clan’s Xi He Hall, Zheng clan’s Sui Yang hall, Ma clan's



Fu Feng Hall and Xu clan’s Dong Hai Hall etc.

If a clan’s ancestral land is different from its commandry, there might be multiple hall
names. For example, some of the Li clan’s 30 over hall names include: Long Xi Hall, Dun
Qiu Hall, Bo Hai Hall, Zhong Shan Hall, Jiang Xia Hall, Fan Yang Hall, Han Zhong Hall,
Dai Bei Hall, Ji Tian Hall, Liu Cheng Hall etc; some of the Wang clan’s 38 hall names
include: Tai Yuan Hall, Lang Ya Hall, Jing Zhao Hall, Yuan Cheng Hall, Ji Jun Hall etc;
some of the Zhang clan’s 40 over hall names include: Qing He Hall, Fan Yang Hall, Tai
Yuan Hall, Jing Zhao Hall, Nan Yang Hall, Zhong Shan Hall, An Ding Hall, He Nei Hall
etc. Also, many clans might have lived together in the same commandry at the same
time or at different times. Hence, many clans may share a hall name. For example Chen
Liu Tang is the shared hall name of Yuan, Ruan, and Xie clans; Long Xi Tang is the
shared hall name of Peng, Li and Dong, etc.

(2) Using a Historical Allusion as a Hall Name

Hall names which take after a historical allusion often use their ancestors’ meritous
deed, honorable name, contribution, imperial examination achievement, article,
important family history event, auspicious event, or ancestors’ teachings. The purpose
is for future generations to remember their families’ historical allusions and ancestors’
meritous deeds, and to encourage future generations to learn from the good examples
of their ancestors. For example: the Yang clan’s Si Zhi Hall and Qing Bai Hall and Zeng
tlan’s San Xing Hall take their ancestors’ good deeds and famous words as hall names
respectively. Guo clan's Fen Yang Hall and Qu clan's San L Hall take their ancestors’
meritous achievements as hall name. Zhou clan’s Ai Lian Hall, Tao clan’s Wu Liu Hall
and Li clan’s Qing Lian Hall take their ancestors’ good reputation as hall name. Lin clan’s
Jiu Mu Hall or Jiu Long Hall taking their ancestors’ scholarly achievements as hall name.
Xie clan’'s Bao Shu Hall, Xu clan’s Xi Er Hall and Liang clan’s Mei Jing Hall take their
ancestors’ historical event as hall name. The six Hong, Jiang, Wang, Gong, Weng, Fang
clans share the hall name Liu Gui Hall, Zhuang clan’s Si Mei Hall takes their family’s
historical allusion as hall name. Li clan’s Dun Lun Hall, Zhang clan’s Bai Ren Hall, Zhu
clan’s Ge Yan Hall, Ren clan’s Wu Zhi Hall, Liu clan’s Zhong De Hall, Zheng clan’s Wu
Ben Hall, Zhou clan’s Zhong Xin Hall, Cai clan’s Ke Shen Hall, Xu clan’s Ju Lian Hall, Lin
clan’s Dun Ben Hall, Qiu clan’s Dun Wen Hall, etc take a moral code as hall name. Fu Lu
Hall, Yong Ji Hall, Yan Sheng Hall, An Le Hall take auspicious words as hall name.

Generation poem (couplet)

A surname culture closely related to the hall name is the couplet poem (engraved or
hanging) at two sides of the ancestral hall. Itis generally a four-character couplet, however
there are also couplets with five-character, seven-character, or longer. Generation
couplets with its profound cultural connotations, embodies the touching, long history of
the clan surname culture. Its meaning can be divided into three categories:

(1) Seaching for the origins of attachment to their homeland.
For example the couplet at North Malaya Tang’s (Nanyang Tong) Association:

“The clans originated from Dingzhou, Hebei Province, to Chaozhou,
Huizhou, Yuanzhou and spreadout abundantly;

Prayers are held during the Winter Solstice since the times
of the founding ancestors.”

(The upper line is about searching of ancestral roots, and gives a clear account of the
migrating history of the Deng clan. The bottom line is about the clan’s ancestors, and
specifically, documents the progenitors of the clan. It is a microcosm of the development
history of the Deng clan.)

(2) In recognition of the glorious history of the ancestors.
For example the couplet at Li clan hall:

“Moral (Dao De) values are disseminated;
the name as important as a sage”

(The upper line points to the Spring and Autumn Period’s Laozi’'s ‘Dao De Jing’; the
bottom line refers to the Tang Dynasty’s poet Li Bai.)

(3) To encourage future generations to be diligent and ambitious.
For example the couplet at Jiangxi Jiu Jiang Liu Shi Hall:

“Noblemen seek fame through diligence, peasants reap profit through hardwork,
lead a hardworking life and you shall never lack;

Prudence gives you an honest child. Abstinence earns you the admiration from
your partner. Conscience is the cornerstone for a thriving family.”

(The upper line indicates the teachings of the ancestors to the descendents to be
hardworking, while the bottom line inculcates the value of prudence.)

Generation Name

Generation name, else known as “zhao mu” or “pai hao”, is used to indicate the
generation of family members in a clan. The basic naming convention is to use the format
of “Surname - Generation name - Name”, commonly known as “seniority-ranking”. For
example, if a Zhang surnamed father has three sons, the sons’ generation name would
be ranked “yong”, while the son’s own name would be freely chosen by his parents.
The three sons’ names would respectively be “Zhang Yong Zhi”, “Zhang Yong Ren” and
“Zhang Yong Gui". Normally, the generation name is determined by the founding ancestor
(first progenitor to migrate), and written into the genealogy books. Future generations
would be named according to the generation name. This would ensure the generations
to be clearly identified and passed down, forming a clear ranking system in the clan, and
encouraging piety and caring as moral values.

This highly cultured generation ranking system is an important method to ensure
generational order in the family bloodline. Some surname clans in Penang have tried to
preserve the inheritance of generation names, for example Lim Si Khay Tong Association,
Leong San Tong Khoo Kongsi, hung their generation name map at a conspicuous
place in their ancestral hall, while Penang Koay Si Hoon Yeong Tong Bai Qi clansmen
copied their generation name map and widely distributed them to clan members, so that
future generations would name their children according to the map. These are all well-
intentioned measures to ensure the continuation of the surname culture.

Genealogy book

Genealogy books, also known as tribe books, family books, ancestral books, clan books;
is a special book genre recording the lineage of a clan and important people and events
of a clan. The genealogy book records the paternal family lineage and mainly focuses
on important people. The genealogy book was used to record the lineage of ancient
emperors, princes, dukes, and events linked to them. Gradually evolving to today,
besides traditionally recording the paternal family lineage, genealogy books nowadays
are beginning to record the maternal family lineage to reflect a more complete family
history. It is the most direct and accurate piece of literature for an individual origins or
ancestral-searching experience, and for the inheritance of future generations.



—_s

l
BEESRBIRMMBEAD, RBIEEBHEEMEXANR
Fo ATRERRE, MNIAORETBDETE. BHNENES,
200 UK, MEIBEALBIII T8 70 XRMIME M ALR . BB 2RI
BEEEIMNZTE, BHEEBRINMUBR, DURXILYEKREREK
KREHAATL,

il

dn

Rl —E2ZHMEHER

RIS, X MOBZERPHIEBRRRER (1425-14302) B
(HAREE) b DEI5HL, RBISSLRPEEABHNY
Z28, HRSEBAN NTURBE SR,

BHE1745FEBEKRTRBAELFEEN (TANJUNG TOKONG)
FIBA%. HP= ABIKE. MIKERDRE, HEHABKISH
BXRIBABGH, tWEEAFRE 786 EFFBIEMINE 34145,

e NTTREERE
ETNELUR, LAKXBERK, JLEKTE, PHUEEEE
EED, MEUR "B BB L, EHEKRNBBHARE.
BENERBEEERIRNMBIHLAL, ABENETABEHAER
mizHIEIR, MMNDDIMARE. —BIE-RERAMGE, BR
ZPIRRE, PEXRBNERZIBEDEESL. BINNEARFE
Z, ERRKEANBENRPHILKRE, MWIIRBBENEE, &
DDA ZAL. 8. WERMBMFARK[USNEFHNE.

FRISANSERSIN
WRRESR, SEMBMARABOITLIA, ERERE TN
E—AR. FONBE=FAR. BRMEAR. FERSHEN

FRFEAXUA, IIESHENDIN. RENURSNYEIL
TREBTUW RESIMNBE—ARe "BRSI (18128) .

S, BSEABNMSMAR
MBHRR—HBRESRMFADEMARNBDIER. SXLEMB A
RIHA:

1. DB—-REMRASZABNAR, 0 “CERE -

2. BASRWABMTMXKEA—TRINER, W ERTEE
IR o

3. IERAYEBERNEAR. W ENSEKKT” -

4. AUE-—HRASSAENAR, 0 “HAEBRERFES"

5. MEBRNAR, W “AURFPEMBMRA" IXLAREIR
W AT KB CRET. CBET. . CRES.
‘RER" O AR SIBMBATFEEAINX, RETENH
2R, BENRAYMRITI0EN R I2HAT & B
BELAT .

TRRERARIIEE
EFNENARNRRBEEESVNEER, RATPENR
DRRARSANRBET RN, RO/ OMIL, BRRAR
B, RRERENE, RERPBIRNEN, HRENE, Mk
MEoE. BB, . 5. BENE.

BERAFZRERNRIL, AZRBETHEABERAMENFTRAE
BFAEN. ZTHEARZRPBE, AT ELSEF8HILEL, HM
BIIIRT, DIBEEEAKNEHFEE, BBEN, ROERI T P
MAPREIH, INEBPROER. FFFeENRE2 NS ARE



ETERERHEZRRERE, ARARHSEXKERZM. WHERE
BIATH “BEEERK" (19128 , KUBHKRER 28 M
JWE" (199350 o

SHIEBEATNARETE, ROGARKRT RENEZI, B
RAIBIER, SRESHNERBKEAN BR “#E" ) RENZA.
A “HE" ZLUWERT, NMBIE: 8RR, WHBHES;: ©
MEITIR R B, RABEBRAZIREREHBNRMERNSE
B0, T, ReFX, BRWEIER. SR LENPIINEETE
SREALEABNABUNEATERA, BERRDETAFEEN
HRUEP. TENRPABERRED RN,

T T2, BFET CRRIBAR NELHEIN, MEHER
MRS BBEMIRAENTHE, RILRERANSE, W0: “BIK

BZER . TERER" . ARBBEER" AR "BBEE
BN ) "BEREFEZR IR “FoLERES/N ) o
RER R “BBREE/N ) F, B2HENGF. BRIt

29, BREDVIMEUHLZINRGBEHERE, AEREERFHEE
RRFUIMFFZ. EREVEA TRARIRD FHIE RGN0
LI TARRRKENGIE, BEXE.

BRI

BT ERE—RNWEAERNNE SNBM ART T BUHREN
BRFSMEMERBENEETANNR . XRIRMN MG A
ReASELBXVOOE, BLRIEEDROLANEWE
1970 ERFIBINR, UBRDEEARDURRNOMA. A, 7
ENRNRAOMBER, FEANTEAR BF B o5 #
K SRR THE,

BRIKBORAERTBRFZEML, RUNLFBFH, BF
BUFHARBRA LR @R, 1B RAARITHOUE.

£ ‘BEYR" RENFRHEMSENT, PHORIREAR R
REJAUNSEANAAEZR, BERIEASONURREEH
BULZHEBEAR. BORAVERERZIMBREAZTCEE, H
P "BERA" WEEEMEREET T MEMXESRRLZE
ENFESTERBH L BNBEMELTERE, X "RESE" B
8%, BRI T RAREGTE IR,

RO AD, SoRETISERNIZHARBENRRREAN
B, AEENTENRENEREENNRERNG, ROAS
BrRENFUMRNURE, IRBNBRRONSEB/UREER
g, WEBKRERZN HRN" , BRIIEEZEATE IS
m” REBEAA TN “BBEE" 5. SREXMEMBRNETT
EUMENNE, TREZEDRRREIE.

EENFNA, F2REARTEHNBEEE, EfNa@Ess
SESONRBERESHINGD, #MABESEHN "KER"
0: BINMKERFERESS (19945F)  ENSURROBEES (
19994F)

58

SEKE, MEMARERSTE. KL FREKR, XBR
FOBMTTFZERNRTE. WRKBTMERUEDZU ARG
REFEEMRIDENAARNSA, BMNEBMIZWHEMISNINFI0U
BREFH AR

EREANSE, ERLLBFHNEARAARIXABERNRAK
. BHSREHINTFZMARTENRIRT. BLiERERE
PN, XEBETFREPSHWHRTARE, BAMWHAK,
FARIMENSURABEIR, DRINEIIREKER, BRBEA
FERAMAERNDRHT . REABDTEZ.

Xl



