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Section A

Spoken English for Architecture



Unit 1 International Travel

I . Learning Objectives

In this unit,learners should:

VBe able to talk with the stewardess, communicate with the officers of Customs.
\/Master the useful sentences of check-in at the airport.

V/Be familiar with the new words and expressions used in the dialogues.

\/Finish the exercises of the unit.

Il . Relative Information

While doing international construction, project managers and workers need to take the
international flight usually. So here are some useful tips for international travel.

A passport is a document, issued by a national government, which certifies, for the
purpose of international travel, the identity and nationality of its holder. The elements of
identity are name, date of birth, sex and place of birth. Most often, nationality and
citizenship are coincident. A passport enables the passport holder to receive the diplomatic
protection while abroad or any other privileges, in the absence of any special agreements
which cover the situation. It does, however, normally entitle the passport holder to return to

the country which issued the passport. Rights to get protection arise from international
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agreements, and the right to return arises from the laws of the issuing country. A passport
does not embody the right or the place of residence of the passport holder in the country
which issued the passport.

Before you leave home, you should get information on where you will be staying on
your trip, for example, your address, phone number, etc. Make copies and put this
information along with your name in each piece of checked baggage and keep a copy-on
yourself in case your luggage gets lost or you come across some emergency. Also, do not
pack anything that you will need ( medications, lens, etc) in your checked bags. Put them
in your carry-on. You are usually allowed to bring 2 suitcases that weigh no more than 23kg
each, plus one carry-on per passenger. All airline rules differ on this, so you need to verify

this with your specific airline.

Ill. Situational Dialogues

1. On board the plane

China Overseas Construction Company (COCC) is awarded a contract for a hydroelectric
project in Central America. Mr. Dai, the project manager and his assistant Mr. Li, are leading
a group of engineers, technicians and other site management staff to where the project is
going to be executed. Because there’s no direct flight available from China to the destination,
they decide to go there by way of Birmingham, USA.

Bob: (At dinner time) What would you like to have, sir? We have chicken rice and

beef noodles.

Li: Chicken rice, please.

Bob: How about a drink, Pepsi or juice?

Li: Do you have coffee?

Bob: Sorry. We don’t serve coffee at dinner.

Li: Then, juice, please.

Bob: (To Mr. Dai, who is sitting next to Mr. Li) And you, sir?

Dai: Nothing right now. I'm feeling a bit airsick.

Bob: I'll see if I can get you some tablets for airsickness. Just a moment, please.

Dai; Thanks a lot.
2. Arrival at Birmingham Airport
( After a flight of over twenty hours, they have landed at Birmingham Airport. )



I. O. ; (At the immigration counter) Passport, please. Landing card, too.

Dai: Here you are.

I. 0. ;: What’s the purpose of your journey?

Dai: We're in transit. Actually, we're going to Central America to execute a construction
project. You see, all of us are in a group. Most of us are engineers and technicians.

I. 0. ;: My cousin is an engineer, too. He builds stations. How long do you plan to stay

here?
Dai: Just three days.

I. O. : Everything seems to be OK. Please proceed to Customs next.

C. 0. : (At the Customs Counter) Your declaration form, please.
Dai: Here you are.

C. O. : Anything else to declare?

Dai; No, nothing else.

C. 0. ; What’s in this luggage?

Dai: Just some personal belongings.

C. 0. ;: OK. That’s all.

3. Check-in at the airport
( After three days’ stopover in Birmingham, Mr. Li and his fellow workers are going to
take TACA Airlines Flight No. 426 to the destination. They’re in the airport terminal and are
looking for the check-in counter. )
Li: Excuse me, how to get to the check-in counter of TACA Airlines, please?
Clerk: Go down this corridor until the end. Turn right and you’ll see the sign on your
left. You won’t miss it.

Li: Thanks a lot.
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A. C.: (At the check-in counter) Good morning. Ticket and passport, please.
Dai: Good morning. We're in a group. Here are all the tickets and passports.
A. C. : How many people in the group?
Zhang: Fifteen in all.
A. C. ; Any seat preference?
Dai: Two window seats for Mr. Li and one in the non-smoking section. Oh, my name’s
Dai.
This passport is mine. For the others, let me check.
( Checking with his fellow workers)
Dai: Theyd prefer any seats in the smoking section.
A. C. ; How many pie'ces of baggage do you want to check?
Dai: Two for each of us. By the way, what’s the baggage allowance?
A. C. ; Eighty pounds for each passenger and the weight limit for each piece is thirty-
five pounds.
Put these four big cartons and that suitcase on the scale then, one by one.
Dai; I hope they’re not overweight.
( After weighing all the things)
A. C. : No, youre OK. Now, let me put on the baggage tags.
Dai: Do we have to tear off the old baggage tags?
A. C. : Yes, of course.
Dai; Thanks. What's the boarding gate number?
A. C. : Gate eight. Have a good trip, gentleman.
Dai: Thank you very much.

IV. Vocabulary

award [ o'word] ot T, %% n B

contract [ 'kontrekt] n. &[F

hydroelectric [ jhardrout'lektnk ] adj. 7K 1 % Hi i)
site [ sart] n. B3g

available [ a'verlabl | adj. R[4 ; 7 F FHEY
destination [ desti'neifon]| n. H

stewardess [ 'stjuradis] n. 254



airsick [ 'easik | adj. FHl
passport [ 'paispoit] n. JF1HE
tablet [ 'teblit] n. 24}
transit [ 'trensit] n. @i
in transit o 1%
direct flight FikAiHE
Customs [ 'kastomz] n. %
declare [ di'klea] vt. B
belongings [ bi'lopipz] n. F)fﬁ%
check-in g ; fitil
airline [ 'ealamn] n. fiZ5 /N H]
stopover [ 'stopauva(r)] n. ks
terminal [ 'tamminl ]| n. &S5 S G
airport terminal #L3Z ML AT
corridor [ 'kondo: | n. FEJBR ; i iE
A. C. =airline clerk fliizs /A ®HR 5
baggage [ 'begidz] n. {72
allowance [ o'lavons ] n. i A] & ; PR%&
carton [ 'kartn| n. 4XHFH

" suitcase ['surtkers ] n. FHAEE
overweight [ ouva'wert]| adj. HE
tag [tmg] n. FFE
boarding card B AL

V. Notes

1. by way of : B3 , 2/,
. They are going to Algeria by way of Paris. fhfi 45 BE E2 %2 25 B /R K2 13
2. coke: A] A Al 4K, [A] Coca-Cola, & M ¥k, W WHIBKER PO A « Pepsi (H 3
A4 ) ,Sprite(F3H ) , Fanta( k),
3.1. 0. = Immigration Officer: ¥R JA'E il . Immigration: R JE., TEHEBEE
FEREAEN-LRAKH TREFTEAAMERTE, A 7BRIBMEZEDN,
FIEKFFBKEBRITRR . EAMIEREN G FIME A BBEAS SR E¥ St
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%o ENBRREIFAW B LIRS,

4. Customs : g% . G J2 o [ 7R ¥ (A B8l P Bl 11 12 980T O R T 1 10 B
M EFATEN, ERIEEZES I B R MY R BT R
S IEZF iz T RSIMT B A JEBCEBE e G H AR ER LS.

5. Landing Card: ANER, ABFREZHMEFZFABZZNFEHESH—MER, b
A NN — S B AE B A N L B2 R

6. declaration slip : ¥ 5C B i 8, 7] A3 declaration form, Customs statement

7. check-in counter: Ip BN FLEHI RS 6 , 0] LIl check-in desk .

8. window seat : SET 1 {37 . aisle seat: SE 38 18 19 JJE{T o

9. non-smoking section : JF W 4 [X. , th AT L i} non-smoking area, W4 [X f& smoking
area,

10. baggage allowance: % 8 ¥E 32 47 2= BR A, 4 57 2ok PR30, DO 1 1900 359 40 B4+
B,

11. baggage tag: fT2HR%E, b A 68 N A LA HEiE B B9

12. boarding card : AL , A7 o e AL AU HE A9 e Z 12 ML) BALFEUE , e B A 7E
REFHHEMD NS OHEME A REIRTS , A AFRZ W EHIESORLFR .

13. one by one: — M E—1,

Call one by one and have them solve the problem.

A —A— Mk  LEA AT

14. put on; [ ; %F b ;3400

She put on her coat and went out.

ihEF EARRHET .

The band are hoping to put on a UK show before the end of the year.
AR SR A B4R SR Z B FESE E 2 Ip— B

I can eat what I want but never put on weight.
ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂZﬁZEJﬁﬂ’z}ﬁ/A'. {ERARE MR A

15. tear off: 295y 3t fit 45 ( ACHR ) s 404 ; 48

Totally exhausted, he tore his clothes off and fell into bed.
fi A BAEL AL AR, BI7E R I

Tear off the label paper.

AR T o



VI. Useful Sentences

. What would you like to have, sir?

. How about a drink?

. I'm feeling a bit airsick.

. Just a moment, please.

. What’s the purpose of your journey?
. You won’t miss it.

. Any seat preference?

. Have a good flight.

. Everything seems to be OK.

O 00 N N AW -

p—
o

. Please proceed to Customs next.

P
p—

. I hope they’re not overweight.

o
(s8]

. Your boarding cards and passports.

—
w

. Have a good trip.

p—
EN

. How long do you plan to stay here?

. Go down this corridor until the end.

—
N W

. Two window seats for Mr. Li and one in the non-smoking section.

VII. Exercises

1. Questions

(1) What should you hand in at the immigration counter?

(2) Where should you go after passing the immigration counter?

(3) What will the A. C. put on the baggage?

2. Read and interpret the following passage

When packing your carry-on bag, make sure that you have all your documents with you
(picture ID, ticket, passport). The key to packing a carry-on is to pack light. When packing,
make sure that you are not taking any forbidden items with you and that all liquids are in
containers less than 100ml and in a one clear zip-top bag no bigger than 1 liter. A camera and
cell phone are fine and are allowed on board.

“*

When you are approaching landing, your ears again might “pop” as you descend



through the altitudes ( remember the techniques above to help alleviate the pressure). When
you land at your final destination, simply go to baggage claim and get your bags. If anyone
is meeting you at the airport, this is usually where they will pick you up.

Check-in at the airport

Have your travel itinerary, tickets, passport, identification and visa all in one place.
Make sure that you have any Customs forms filled out in advance and stored. Also store any
contact numbers of clients or friends that you will be meeting stored in this location. Most of
all make sure that this location is on your person or in your immediate control so that it can’t
be lost or stolen.

Ensure you check with airport security before arriving at the airport for the list of items
that you can’t have in carry-on luggage. Many of the holdups at the airport security checks
are for items clearly posted as not allowed on the airplane. Leave any tools or cosmetics that
are flammable in your checked luggage or you can plan to find something as replacements
when you arrive at your destination.

3. Pair work

You act as an engineer who is about to take a flight, your partner acts as an A. C. Use
the following expressions:

A: Your... ,please.

: Here you are.

: How many people in the group?

: Any seat preference?

s I’d hke .

= > W > ™

VII. Supplementary Materials

Airline policy

Always arrive at the ticket counter by the airline’s check-in deadline. Airlines differ
slightly with their required check-in times for domestic flights. American Airlines requires
that you check in 60 minutes before the flight if you are traveling without luggage and 90
minutes if you have luggage. Delta Air Lines and United Airlines require a 45-minute to 60-
minute check-in, depending on which airport you are flying from, for travelers with bags.

Check with your airline to ensure that you meet the deadlines. If you show up late, the

£ s



airline can deny you boarding on the flight and does not have to accommodate you on
another flight, though often it does. Most carriers also have deadlines for the time you must
arrive at the gate. Even if you check in on time, if you are late to the gate, the airline can
give your seat away and make you take a later flight.

Considerations

The airlines’ requirements are good general guidelines, but they do not take into
account the waiting time at the ticket counter or the time it takes to clear security. A good
rule of thumb is to be at the airport two hours earlier for any domestic flight. The airport you
are flying from and the time of the day you will be flying at are also factors to consider when
you plan your arrival time. For busy airports like those in Los Angeles, Boston, New York
and Atlanta, you should arrive three hours prior to your flight. If you are traveling during the
busy hours of 6 a. m. to 10 a. m. or4 p.m.to 7 p. m. , allow extra time.

Tips

Most airlines will let you check in online and bypass the counter if you are flying
without luggage. With online check-in, you can print your boarding pass at home or at an
airline kiosk at the airport and go directly to the security check point. You can still check in
at home if you have luggage, but you will need to check your bags either at the curbside or
at the ticket counter. To reduce wait time in the security line, follow the Transportation
Security Administration’s rules for carry-on luggage and have your bags ready when you

reach the security screener.
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