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The Memory of the Archives in the Meng Family Mansion

By Liu Xuguang

Abstract

The sources consulted for this monograph are ancient books, archives and
stone inscriptions which involve history, management, bibliography, archival
science and many other different subjects.

The monograph includes an introduction to Mencius — a great thinker, a
magnificent philosopher, and a grand educator in Chinese History; a list of the
descendants of Mencius; a systematical introduction to the honors and titles given
to Mencius by successive dynasties; a survey of the Meng Family Mansion and
holdings, and a detailed introduction to the Cishu Building ( 354 ) — a place
where the Archives of the Meng Family Mansion were collected and preserved.

Archives kept in the Meng Family Mansion contain all forms of the historical
records of Mencius and his direct descendants in such activities as mansion affairs
management , sacrifice, and social communications in Zou city ( 483K ) of
Shandong Province, Beijing, Nanjing, Jinan, and Taiwan. The Meng Family
Archives contain not only the characteristics of social life, history, familial and
original property records, but also preserve the values of historical proof,
economic references, cultural inheritance, cultural relics, together with literature
and art. The Meng Family Archives could be divided into various types —

traditional paper archives, photographic archives, ancient books and stone
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archives with different amounts in different periods.

According to the principle and methods of archival arrangement, not only the
catalogues of paper archives, stone archives, photographic archives, ancient
books in the Meng Family Mansion were separately contsructed, but also the
relationships between archives and books and archives and cultural relics in the
process of sorting and cataloguing were analyzed in detail.

The Annals of the Meng Family, the Genealogical Tree and the Imperial
Decree of Emperor Daoguang ( 3§ % ) of the Qing Dynasty are kept in the Meng
Family Mansion. They are also regarded as important components of the precious
Chinese archival cultural heritage, and a membership of Memory of the World.

Archival resources kept in the Meng Family Mansion need further
integration. Drawing on the experience of American presidential libraries is one

way to effect integrated management of the Archives.

Keywords: Meng Family Mansion; Archives Management; Zou City;

Cultural Heritage; Memory of the World
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