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To see a world in a grain of sand
and a heaven in a wild flower ,

Hold infinity in the palm of your hand
and eternity in an hour .

William Blake , Auguries of Innocence
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Preface

Metaphor is truly a multifaceted phenomenon. Such aspects as the na-
ture, the genesis, the working mechanism, the comprehension, and the role
of metaphor constitute the major themes of the research on this topic. It is
found that only scanty and sporadic attention has been paid to the aspect of
effectiveness as manifested by metaphor in linguistic communication. This
dissertation aims at constructing a theory of novel metaphors’ effectiveness in
linguistic communication.

This study is based essentially on Geoffrey Leech’s framework of effec-
tive communication and specifically on the Expressivity Principle within the
Textual Rhetoric and the Politeness Principle within the Interpersonal Rheto-
ric. The perspectives from which to look at the effectiveness aspect are pri-
marily a pragmatic and secondarily a psychological one. There are chiefly
three tasks that this study attempts to fulfill — to discover what novel
metaphors’ effectiveness is, to account for novel metaphors’ effectiveness,
and to explain how novel metaphors’ effectiveness is achieved.

The findings reveal that there are basically four kinds of effectiveness
for novel metaphors in linguistic communication—codec, aesthetic, affective
and interpersonal effectiveness. In an attempt to elucidate novel metaphors’
effectiveness in the light of the Expressivity Principle within Leech’s Textual
Rhetoric, the researcher finds that this principle is somewhat inadequate.
Therefore, a “Metaphor Maxim” is added to the Expressivity Principle to-
gether with three sub-maxims showing codec effectiveness, aesthetic effec-
tiveness and affective effectiveness respectively. When applying the Polite-
ness Principle to novel metaphors, the researcher finds that the use of novel

metaphors characterized by indirectness is a good example of observing the
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Tact Maxim under the Politeness Principle. Nevertheless, it is found that the
principles within the Interpersonal Rhetoric are also inadequate in that they
fail to account for novel metaphors’ power in promoting intimacy in linguistic
communication. Therefore, a new principle is added to the Interpersonal
Rhetoric and it is called the “Intimacy Principle”. In addition, an appeal to
the Relevance Theory helps offer a reasonable account of novel metaphors’
aesthetic effectiveness.

Our findings also suggest that novel metaphors’ codec effectiveness origi-
nates in their cognitive mechanism; that “poetic effect”, the imagic vividness
and the pleasure derived in the process of comprehension constitute the
mechanisms for novel metaphors’ aesthetic effectiveness; that the imagery
aspect, the subsidiary awareness as suggested by Polanyi, and the initial sus-
pension of judgment in meaning interpretation serve as the major potential
mechanisms for novel metaphors’ affective effectiveness; and that novel
metaphors’ interpersonal effectiveness originates from indirectness in the use
of novel metaphors and the “shared awareness” between the speaker and the
hearer in linguistic communication.

What is worth mentioning in passing is that our study uses Leech’s theo-
retical framework in the account of novel metaphors’ effectiveness, and
meanwhile modifies Leech’s theoretical framework. Moreover, our study
presents a systematic attempt at discussing both the manifestations and mech-
anisms for novel metaphors’ effectiveness.

It is believed that the present study has both practical and theoretical im-
plications. A systematic and thorough understanding of novel metaphors’ ef-
fectiveness can help people use novel metaphors more consciously and skill-
fully. Theoretically and practically, the study is expected to contribute duly
to such fields as metaphor study, pragmatics, psychology, rhetoric and aes-
thetics.

Qiu Zhouyan
2014.12



By S —Fh ML BLGR  BRMaT AR B RIS L T AL ) | B A 2 REAL
J8T BRRETRIE S 8 R T TS B 7 1 S A PR rh R SR T EL D AR T TRTAY
BB A TR KB EEBE K TR TR S Zbrh 288
Hig.

A4 7E Geoffrey Leech 74418 5 AZPRAUHER Z | AR T H PR
EEE I3k IR AN BRAE RE R ALS N DS FHAL AR O 32 O B A O A T
TR A B AR F A bR R . AR 52 =TT 55 K SR A B
IR T AT 4 il FRUREIX L6 280)) » IR IX B O T LA A

WFFEAS R AT B 76 18 5 S P b A Bt DU AP A B9 R8T - G e B 2K
I3 RO RSO A BRZCH . 161 Leech By T8 & b #9235 J7 Js )
e R A By B 8T I BB 3 R B A HARS R 22 Ak, TR AR R 1 SR R X
AN LT — 2" B v G R 5 = 20 & B PARBLRT 7 i ) 2 A A 2
11 RO FE R T « 6 Leech ABRIEHEE R 9FLS 5 00 fe) 8 3 27 B gy
AR T S BB A BT AT s T (A B 094 [ 2 P 1 2 8 < LA U SR o ) )
—MREFHIPRIE, SR ABRERE b 0 HAL JF I A JE ik M REHT AT B fE 15 = 28 kw
TR BLE SRR RE T RAE AN BRETE T ashn 17— 28587 i JE U DR HAR R
JEN” o A SCERERIE A5 LA AT s ) 56 280 SR 435 1 5 45 B RS

BIFFE R B T AT Behad 14 G A 50 0 TR HOA AL s “Frod ROR ™ B R Z
A B LA K A Bk L g 1ok 76 o 7= A2 10 g AR 10 1 B A Bl 56~ 24 19 7 A L
il s B  Polanyi A YR IR BRG B SO 2 ) A 3 T B B 1 AL a7 HA I
BT 7 A 5 BT B B A B 28 U T LG ) (e 43 e RN AE 1 = 32 B v B3
SWriG& Z A IR,

HAG A RA B T Leech BIISHELLHES T 747 Faii 9281 , i [v]
BRI Y A O Leech BYBBHEZRE THEIE. 5350 At EX & B
MR T B R BLAN = LE AL BT VR — IR Bk R 24K



ABEA —EHLERMBEE T . X3 A7 Bk /1 R G AR B T AT
EABIOFRGH TR . A B Rmer oy 8% OB BRER
KFF RGP TE A — E B BIE TRk AL ER AN EL.

SR
2014 4% 12 A




Acknowledgements
Preface

BE

Chapter One INtroduCtion «--=+-+essssssesssermmernrnmmsetsnitiiniisieinsan
1.1 Rationale for the Study ceesssssascasnsesecsansatenssasassssesnsessenessncssns
1.2 Objectives of the Study «+sssseersssremmsirmemiritmiiii..
1.3 Methodology of the Study «reeeseeesssrrermmmmsrrriiiimiiiaie..
1.4 Scope and Layout of the Study «rreseseersrseereemarnenimainiaiiainee.

Chapter Two  Literature Review «-sesessessrsusescsnsstsiisnmineniaiuiiinioioiia
2.1 Opposing Attitudes toward Metaphor in History etesseseeesesceceeces
2.2 Locating Metaphor «+«++-ssssssssessssssesssusnsssuenosintaissunsisnnnesnsnnnes

2.2.1 Rhetorical Study of Metaphor =+=+=+=sss+sssssssssssssnsnsssnsesssiusseneeses
2.2.2 Semantic Study Of Metaphor ++=+ssss+sssssssrssssasnterarastessiasaunsennns
2.2.3 Multidisciplinary Study of Metaphor —sse++setssssssnsssasesssssnnnnneannens

22'4 Summary 8088000000000 00000000000000090000000000000esNsasERE0EEssecsasorasssen

0 N O NN

11
11
13
13
18
22
30

2.3 Overview of the Researches on Metaphor’s Effectiveness and Some

Related Topics B S X R LR T
2.3.1 Researches on Metaphor’s Effectiveness in General csssses=sssesesrrecences

2.3.2 Researches on Metaphor’s Functions in Linguistic Communication = *==***

2.3.3 Summary B8 S04 8908000085800 00ENTN00se000009300000ecEsaNuEsRRRRRRRRRROERREE

Chapter Three Theoretical Preliminaries ---+ssssssseseseecaeeterniuiiiiiiinina
3.1 Linguistic and Conceptual Metaphors «+-sssssssssersssesasuerereiasnens
3.2 Conventional and Novel Metaphors =++++=s+s+ssseasssarernrnusmmmnsannncs
3.3 Origin of Novel Metaphors —«+esssssssssseesessssssnneneasenssnsunnenenses

31
31
35
40

42
42
44
48

9



3_ 4 Paraphrasability Of Novel Metaphors ssessssssssssssssas ssssssssssasnsass 55

Chapter Four Novel Metaphors’ Effectiveness in General Terms—

A Pragn‘aﬁc ACCOUNE  ++esesersosrssaretaiasceresecccrssnsnancnscnnce 59

4.1 Introduction of Leech’s Framework and the Expressivity Principle
......... U R L R TR RS LT R QRN RO - o
4.2 Effectiveness of Novel Metaphors —ssseesssssssssuieinimiiinieiianann 63
4.2.1 Efficiency in Message Encoding and Decoding <s«ssssssessesesrassscsnnenacs 64
4.2.2 Effects Gained in Linguistic Communication — =s=+sessssrsesssseosnsacances 69
4.3 SUIMMATY  +eeeessesrrnnnnsnssmsnessttmneineeatnnetans st tettusassessnsans 81

Chapter Five Novel Metaphors’ Codec Effectiveness—

A Pragmatic ACCount «+++++ssssssssesserenanns Sk v seesEa pivenE 82
5.1 A Pragmatic ACCOUNE =+sss+sssssessssssnssaseuassinnietinnsmmneminnranenanns 89
5.1.1 Application of the Expressivity Principle «+=esesssseresressceccccccccccccccees 82
5.1.2 Revision of the Expressivity Principle (Sub-maxim 1 of the “Metaphor
MAxIm?) + 55 ssossvsvassrssassssessivmsasasnssavansassesssassssssssssanasnscnsanes 85
5.2 Mechanism for Novel Metaphors’ Codec Effectiveness =~ «=-=+se==-- 86
B3 A Paradox seasrseresreaspsracanersaprneys T e PP ST CG RSN o
5.4 Application of Novel Metaphors’ Codec Effectiveness s+=++sssseseee 98
5.4.1 Pedagogic Value ===ss=sssssssrssssssreetammunisieeensonuiisiseoeaiss 98
5.4.2 Value in Other Areas =+=+esessssesessssracaterccstesssssssssscccsssssosacaces 99
5.5  SUIMIMIATY =+e+esesessnsssnsssnmesesmiemeeeeeieeeeeeeittieettetneane s asaaaaes 104

Chapter Six Novel Metaphors’ Aesthetic Effectiveness—

A Pragma-psychological Account «+++sssssssees cssesssersosanasnnse 105

6.1 A Pragmatic Account— Sub-maxim 2 of the “Metaphor Maxim”
.................................................................................... 105
6.2 Mechanism for Novel Metaphors’ Aesthetic Effectiveness — =++-++ 105
6.2.1 A Pragmatic Perspective— Poetic Effect — +esseesseerereecscartiananccnnnas 106
6.2.2 A PS)’ChOlOgiCHl Perspcctive ................................................ 115
6.3 Application of Novel Metaphors’ Aesthetic Effectiveness «=+«=++-+ 126

2




Chapter Seven Novel Metaphors’ Affective Effectiveness—

A Pragma-psychological ACCOUNt ««++-+e+seeeeessesasasasasannnn 132
7.1 A Pragmatic Account— Sub-maxim 3 of the “Metaphor Maxim”
.................................................................................... 132
7.2 A Psychological ACCOUNE sswsesssssssrmsssanneesssmsnetiamninisinsnnneenss 132
T.9.1 AFfect +scererssmsessnnsossosnssssnsassasssassiosssssesoisnnasasasessssonsass 133
7.2.2 Novel Metaphors” Affective Effectiveness ®=e=seeseereee e seeeaeaeens [3Y
7.2.3 Mechanism for Novel Metaphors’ Affective Effectiveness se=exessesesese 136
7.3 Application of Novel Metaphors™ Affective Effectiveness «+=+++=- 143
7.4  SUMMATY +++eereererasessseesisnsnttrtintitteteiettistsaeee s aataaaanne 144
Chapter Eight Novel Metaphors’ Interpersonal Effectiveness—
A Pragmatic ACCOUNE  +++++=+=reesememrermrmmmmmsmiiienees 145
8.1 A Pragmatic ACCOUNE s+esssssssssssasarasssasnessniiinninsissinsnisassnss 45
8.1.1 A Brief Introduction of Leech’s Interpersonal Rhetoric «esssssssesesesses 145
8.1.2 Application of the Politeness Principle within the Interpersonal Rhetoric
................................................................................. 146
8.1.3 Revision of the Interpersonal Rhetoric =esssccsseseseeseersnccacacaccnnne 147
8.2 Mechanism for Novel Metaphors’ Interpersonal Effectiveness
and Its Application  =+++sssssersreerenraenenrernimirniirae eeee 148
8.2.1 Mechanism for Novel Metaphors’ Interpersonal Effectiveness «=+=+=s=++= 148
8.2.2 Application of Novel Metaphors’ Interpersonal Effectiveness +==e+=+==++ 150
8.3 SUMMATrY +rereereessesererserintuttitiattieitie e s 151
Chapter Nine Conclusion +«==++++ssseseermrssrmrieinriiiiniin . 152 -
9.1 Summary of the Study «rssssssssssesernserneeemeninninintae 152
9.2 Implications of the Study s+=+ssssserssserrsrrieininiimiumiimi. 156
9.3 Limitations of the Study and Suggestions for Further Study «=++-: 160

Ref CI'CIICES ** "t essrrrearacccnsacacssecanssscsesscnsesccnsscsssonssssnsacesnnsansnssasnsenns 1 62




Chapter One

Introduction

As a language teacher, I have been teaching freshmen English reading course
for these consecutive years. I find it necessary to make my students aware of
the difference in the way they read a text between university and middle
school English classrooms. In order to drive home this point graphically, I
have invented a metaphor listed in (1) and a related one listed in (2):

(1) A text is a forest.

(2) Before you step into the forest, I'd like to ask you to board a helicopter

just over that stretch of forest.

The points I intend to get across are as follows:

(1) Before you get down to a text, you should have an overall view and a
general impression of the text, just as when you are in the helicopter,
you enjoy a bird’s-eye view of the forest.

(2) Before you get down to a text, you should also make out the structure of
a text or have a rough idea of the thread of thought on the part of the
author, just as when you are on board, you make an effort to identify the
track you can follow so that you may not get lost in the forest.

(3) With the structure in mind, you now begin to read the text section by
section, just as when you begin to step into the forest, you travel from
this part of the forest to that part on the identified track for guidance.

(4) When you are reading a particular part of a text, you should pay
attention to certain sentences and words, just as when you come to some
part of the forest, you spend some time observing the trees, flowers and
animals.

(5) When you are reading a particular sentence worthy of attention, you read

1




it more carefully by noting how the sentence is structured and what it is
composed of , just as when you linger somewhere around a tree or flower,
you put it under close observation.

(6) You may look at a word or phrase, savor it and commit it to memory
when you find it well used in the text, just as when there is a beautiful
flower or tree coming into view, you may appreciate it, pick a petal or

leaf for storage and memory’s sake.

The two related metaphors are amazingly effective in a number of aspects—
effective in couching my ideas of the proper way that a university student
should read an English text, effective in making my ideas readily accepted by
the students, and effective in rendering the message vivid and aesthetically
appealing on the receiving end. Deeply impressed by the metaphors’

effectiveness, I want to theorize about this experience in language teaching.
-1.1: Rationale for the Study

Metaphor is such an engaging and inexhaustible subject that, for over two
millennia, scholars from different theoretical backgrounds have been drawn
to this “magnet” and have contributed significantly to this realm of study. In
reading the literature on metaphor, 1 find this is truly a multifaceted
phenomenon. Such aspects as the nature, the genesis, the working
mechanism, the comprehension, and the role of metaphor constitute the
major themes of the research on this topic. Due to metaphor’s
multidisciplinary identity, these various aspects are investigated by different

scholars from different perspectives.

Why metaphor’s effectiveness?

It is universally acknowledged that no single type of theory is capable of
accounting for this multidimensional phenomenon. As Raymond Gibbs puts
it, “The complexity of metaphor in language may require several types of

theories to explain how people think of and interpret such language.”

o 2



(Gibbs, 1999: 36) Therefore, one sensible way to approach the subject, it
seems to me., is to grasp one aspect and inquire into it from a certain
perspective. It is the above-mentioned linguistic experience in my language
teaching that prompts me to carry out a research on one particular aspect—

the effectiveness of metaphors, novel metaphors to be precise.

Moreover, the aspect of effectiveness seems to have not been so well treated
as metaphor’s other much-explored facets. Having surveyed the literature, I
find only sporadic attention has been paid to it. On hearing this, the ancient
rhetoricians might be feeling restless even in their resting-places, arguing that
what they were solely and ultimately concerned with in their treatment of
metaphor was its rhetorical effect. The rhetorical effect that metaphor
achieves is presumably the narrowest construal of the term “effectiveness”.
However, the “effectiveness” that this dissertation seeks to elaborate on is
far broader in scope and, more importantly, we examine it in a new light—a
pragma-psychological vantage point. Hopefully, our endeavor in this respect
will put the restless at rest.

My claim that only scanty attention has been paid to metaphor’s effectiveness
may also trigger disagreement in that much research focuses on the role or
function of metaphor and “effectiveness” and “role/function” have much in
common. In my view, the study of the role/function of metaphor in the
relevant literature includes its role/function in various aspects ranging from
rhetoric to cognition (such as Aristotle, 335 B. C.; Cicero, 55 B. C.;
Quintilian, 1995; Xl #8, 501—502; Bk%E, 1170; Bk il, 1932; Richards,
1936; £&#h45,1937, 1979, 1984; F B, 1942; 4K, 1943; Langer, 1951;
Cassirer, 1954; Jakobson, 1956, 1960; E Jj, 1962; Black, 1962, 1979;
Ortony, 1975, 1980, 1989; Goodman, 1976; Ricoeur, 1977; Cohen, 1978;
Lakoff & Johnson, 1980; Cooper, 1986; Johnson, 1987; Bontekoe, 1987; #X
7% ,1987; Bk i, 1993; ARH, 1995, 2002; #XHaF7, 1995, 20005 HEF,
1996, 2000; Goatly, 1997; Cacciari, 1998; Z=J &, 1998, 2002; ™ i 7,
2000; #HH: Bk, 2004; 5k, 2004; Punter, 2007; i Z#, 2007; Semino &
Steen, 2008; Kovecses, 2008). Unlike the existing studies in the metaphor
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literature which merely touch on metaphor’s role/function in so many various
aspects, the present study makes an effort to present a thorough inquiry into
its positive role in just one single aspect. If there are some thorough
investigations focusing on one particular aspect, the aspect of linguistic
communication is still an area to be further explored. What the present study
focuses on is metaphor’s role/function in linguistic communication. More
valuably, the study attempts to discover the mechanism whereby novel

metaphors can achieve their effectiveness.

Now that metaphor prevails in language use, it is essential for us language
users to have a fine understanding of its effective role played in linguistic
communication. A systematic and thorough understanding of metaphor’s
effectiveness regarding what is its effectiveness and how these different
aspects of effectiveness come into being in linguistic communication will help
interlocutors and writers use metaphors more consciously and skillfully. This
is the practical importance of finding out the effectiveness of metaphor. On
the other hand, “effectiveness” in linguistic communication proves an
indispensable facet of metaphor, so theoretically speaking, delving into this
particular aspect will contribute duly to the metaphor theory and a better

understanding of metaphor itself.

Why the term “effectiveness”?

Since “effectiveness” of metaphor has much in common with “role/function”
of metaphor, the question that naturally arises will be: why do you bother to
choose a novel term——effectiveness, a term which is not so commonly
found in metaphor literature. The reasons why I take particular care to
choose this term are as follows: firstly, the study I carry out differs from the
role/function study in that the present study attempts to make an in-depth
investigation into one aspect—linguistic communication. Secondly, the very
term “effectiveness” originates from Geoffrey Leech’s framework of
effective communication in his Principles of Pragmatics (1983). Moreover, '
the interpretation of the effectiveness of novel metaphors in the present study

is based essentially on Leech’s framework and specifically on the Expressivity

e



