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Abstract

i

This dissertation regards the folk sports as its main object. It regards the
variety of the dragon boat race as its researching cut - in point. The author
tries to explore the attachment of life and folk — custom in life world, to focus
on the development program of folk sports in different historical stages,and to
study the path choice of the folk sports in the modern society under the per-
spective of folklore , cultural anthropology ,sociology ,using the way of literature
review , questionnaire ,on — the — sport investigation , interviewing , mathematical
statistics etc. Research is conducted on the base of evolution and development
of folk — custom sports in daily life ,with the clue of change track and modern
transfer of dragon — boat race , investigating dragon — boat race. The following
are the main points

1. Feast, memorial ceremony and competition are the main content which
make folk — custom becomes attached to sports. ‘

2. Dragon - boat race toughly keeps intrinsic tradition before the acceler-
ating stage of social transformation of china,no matter in physical level, sys-
tem level and value leve. Those kinds of change all occur during the accelera-
ting stage of social trapsformation of china.

3. Modern forming mechanism is the core factors of the modern transfor-
mation of dragon — boat race. Modern forming mechanism of dragon — boat
race mainly contains the subrogation of the principal part and their behavior;
updating of organization structure ; carry — on mental adjusting and carry - on
system modification.

4. After survey on the spot,it is found that actual participation of dragon
— boat race under the precondition of culture recognition can not lead to more
participation and race participation can not obtain the goal of facilitating rec-
ognition of folk — custom culture. There exist rupture in some degree. Rupture

of “high recognition and low participation” partly own to “non — regularity,
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non — popularity” |, “lack of regional affection and life affection”. Rupture of
“ high recognition and low participation " is related with activity itself , to be
exact ,that is whether activity form and activity content cater for the need of
modern life and people’ s feeling.

5. Evolution chart and characteristics of folk sports during different his-
torical stages:Folk sports in barbarism daily life show strong original charac-
teristics for the reason of barbarism life surroundings. Folk sports activity in
traditional daily life still generally represent spontaneity. In modern daily life,
mistiness and mystery of folk sports disappear gradually starting from budding
stage. And the development path of folk sports start to show multi — trends.

6. Actual development path of folk sports mainly ‘presents that race per-
formance concourse with modern sports, socialization of competition and per-
formance, spontaneous growth in the folk.

7. Development direction of folk sports:the reappearing of tradition, the
duplication of modernity and the continuation of modernity.

8. some suggestion: the dragon boat race should form its own develop-
mental mechanism, which consist of the multi — principal part, the rational
participation behavior, the renovation of the mentality of participation and the
institution of participation system.

Key words : dragon boat race; folk sports; variations; modern development;

evolution chart
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