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Foreword

The Xiangtangshan caves, situated in the Fengfeng Mining District, Handan City, Hebei Prov-
ince, are the most important surviving examples of Buddhist art of the Northern Qi (550 — 577) ,
and they are a major milestone in the history of Chinese art. Their colossal cave architecture and dis-
tinctive style of sculptures all attest to a new level of artistic achievement in Buddhist art of the mid-
dle of the sixth century. The extensive engravings of Buddhist scriptures in stone at this site also en-
dow it with significance beyond the realm of art. These stone inscriptions are extremely important ma-
terials, not only for the study of Buddhism, but also for the understanding of religious belief and
practice, calligraphy, and relationships between images and texts in the sixth century.

Epigraphical studies of the Qing dynasty and also local gazetteers recorded the engraved stone
sttras and other inscriptions at Xiangtangshan. However, the study of the inscriptions together with
the cave sites began only in the last century and has a history of less than 100 years. As the introduc-
tory chapter of this book describes, in 1914, the Chinese scholar Gu Xieguang began to survey
ancient remains in Hebei and Henan provinces, including Xiangtangshan. Archeological investigation
of the cave temple sites was initiated in 1922 by Japanese scholars Tokiwa Daijo and Sekino Tadashi,
and published in their multi—volume study of Chinese Buddhist sites, Shina Bukkyo Shiseki. Arche-
ological study of the caves by Chinese began in 1935, when Xu Xusheng headed an archeological
team from the Historical Society of the National Institute of Research, Beiping, and selected the
Xiangtang caves for their first project on cave temples. They organized a team to photograph, take
rubbings, and make notes, which resulted in the publication of a catalog, Stone Inscriptions of
Northern and Southern Xiangtangshan and the Vicinity. This is recognized as the beginning of art
historical study of caves temple in China. Around the same time, the Xiangtangshan caves awakened
the interest of architectural historians. Liu Dunzhen of the Chinese Architectural Association investi-
gated the caves and included them in his book, History of Ancient Chinese Architecture, published in
1936. In the same year, Mizuno Seiichi and Nagahiro Toshio conducted a details investigation of the
caves, published in their monograph Kyodozan Sekkutsu in 1937.

After 1949 the caves came under official state protection with the establishment of the Xiangtang-
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shan Caves Office of Cultural Protection and Management in 1956. Five years later, the Northern and
Southern Xiangtangshan sites were designated among the first group of Important Cultural Protection U-
nits. From the 1950s through 1970s, studies of the caves were conducted by scholars including Luo
Shuzi, Su Bai, Wang Ziyun, Zhao Sixun, Liu Huida, Qi Yingtao, Luo Zhewen, Ma Shichang, and
others. Since 1980, the study of the caves entered an international phase with the work of Chinese,
Japanese and American scholars, including Ding Mingyi, Li Yuqun, Ma Zongli, Liu Dongguang, Zhao
Lichun, Zhang Lintang, Sofukawa Hiroshi, Yatsunami Koichi, Okada Ken, Tamura Setsuko, Yen
Chiian—ying, Li Yii—-min, Katherine Tsiang, and Angela Howard.

These new studies involve various aspects of the Xiangtangshan, such as dating, styles of archi-
tecture and sculpture, pictorial programs, textual content of inscriptions, religious function, and
sponsorship. However, as in the development of any field of study, specialized research leads to veri-
fication and publication of more detailed and comprehensive materials. For such large—scale and
complex historical sites as Xiangtangshan, it is especially important to provide a compilation of pri-
mary sources materials for the international community of scholars to conduct more extensive and in—
depth study and to advance combined archeological and art historical investigations. Such an effort is
in itself a worthy project, and by involving new technology and international collaborations, it can
stimulate further growth of research and generate new interdisciplinary approaches and new topics for
study.

Unlike previous publications that focus on the inscriptions at Xiangtangshan, this volume en-
compasses texts, images, rubbings, detailed reporting and measurement of the Cave of the Engraved
Scriptures ( Kejingdong) and its reconstruction to present materials for a more comprehensive view of
the caves and the engraved texts than previously available. The introduction, co—authored by Zhang
Zong and Katherine Tsiang, discusses the caves and the history of their study. Zhang Lintang reports
on Caves 1, 2, and 3 in the southern sector of the Northern Xiangtangshan site, Which is the main
topic of the book. Cave 2 is the principal cave of this sector and Caves 1 and 3 are smaller caves.
The materials in the book derive from three main sources—1) the rubbings collected and catalogued
by Zhang Lintang, 2) the research and digital imaging project organized by Katherine Tsiang at the
Center for the Art of East Asia, University of Chicago, that initiated the recording and archiving of
the sculptures from Xiangtangshan with 3D scanning technology, 3) the scanning of the caves led by
Li Renju at Tianyuan Corporation and the creation of digital 3D models and reconstructions. In addi-
tion, Zhang Zong of the Institute for the Study of Religions, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,
who has been engaged for many years in research on siitra engravings of the Northern Dynasties and
later periods, has contributed much valuable advice. He is the author of the chapter on the engraved
Buddhist texts at the Kejingdong. The other two chapters are Katherine Tsiang’ s discussion of the

history and art of the Kejingdong and its reconstruction, and Li Renju’ s introduction to the technolo-
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gy of digital 3D imaging and reconstruction of cultural sites.

As the Director of the Center of the Art of East Asia and the Principal Investigator of the Xiang-
tangshan Research Project, I take this opportunity to thank all its participants. I also would especial-
ly like to thank the Lion Levy Foundation for its generous support of this publication and also Zhang
Xiaozhou and Liu Jie of the Wenwu Publishing House for their contributions to the publishing and ed-
iting of the book.

Wu Hung
March 2012, Chicago IL
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